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4 Deſcription of the Province of Schirwan, and 

_ »the Village of Niaſabath. They ſet out for 

Scamachie; arrive at the Village 4 Pyrma- 
raas, and viſit the Tombs of two Perſian Saints. 
They make their Public Entry into Scamachie, 
where they are entertained by the Governor, 
An Account of the Ceremonies uſed by the Arme- 
nians at the Baptiſm of the Croſs, and at a 
Feſtival obJerved by the Perfians in Memory of 
the Prophet Hali; with a Deſcription of the 
City of Scamachie, and the adjacent Country. 


z HE country where they were caſt 
+ T E aſhore was at this time covered with 
44.3% an agreeable verdure, and thus con- 
tinued till the middle of December, 

the ſoil being extremely fertile, and pro- 
Vol. XIV. B ducing 
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ducing great quantities of rice, wheat, and 
barley. They indeed make but little hay, 
which is only uſed for the convenience of tra- 
vellers, as the cattle are kept abroad all the 
year round. 'This province, which is named 
Schirwan, produces great numbers of vines, 
that are planted all along the hedges, and faſt- 
ened to the trees. It has alſo vaſt quantities 
of wild fowl, eſpecially pheaſants; there are 
hares in abundance, with two kind of foxes, 
one like thoſe of Europe, and the other have 
wool inſtead of hair, with white bellies, black 
ears, and tales that are not ſo large as thoſe of 
our foxes: theſe laſt run in herds in the night 
time about the villages, and make a doleful 
noiſe. The inhabitants uſe buffaloes inſtead 
of horſes, and make them draw in the ſame 
manner; they feed them with fenugreek, 
which they ſow, and cut green, herb and ſeed 
together, and thus give it them to eat. Their 
cows milk produces a cream of two fingers 
thick, of which they make great plenty of ex- 
cellent butter ; but they make all their cheeſe 
of ſheep's milk. 

The village of N:a/abath conſiſts only of fif- 
teen or ſixteen poor houſes ſcattered up and 
down. They are built of clay, and are ex- 
actly ſquare, with flat roofs covered with turf, 
ſo that a man may conveniently walk upon 
them. But notwithſtanding the mean appear- 
ance of theſe houſes on the outſide, ſome of 
them were handſome enough within, and the 
floors covered with tapeſtry ; but the village 


being too ſmall to contain all the people be- 
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longing to the retinue, they pitched their 
tents near the Ambaſſadors lodgings : they 
were here obliged to be contented with eating 
mouldy ſcraps of bread found in the ſhip, . 
with drinking the muddy water of an adjacent 
torrent. 

On the 19th of November the Governor of 
Derbent ſent two perſons well dreſſed to com- 
pliment the Ambaſſadors upon their arrival in 
Perſia, and to make them a preſent of two 
horſes, two oxen, twelve ſheep, twenty pul- 
lets, three pitchers of wine, one pitcher of wa- 
ter, two panniers of apples, and three Tacks 
of wheat flour; but the Governor's letter men- 
tioning only one horle, and the Ambaſſador 
Brugman finding his not ſo good as the other, 
abſolutely refuſed to accept of it, though the 
perſons who brought them ſolemnly proteſted 
that this miſtake was occaſioned by the Go- 
vernor's ſuppoſing there had been but one Am- 
baſſador; but that they being informed by the 
way that there were two, they had brought 
the beſt horſe they could get, from the opi- 
nion that the Governor would approve of it ; 
yet notwithſtanding all their excuſes, Mr. Brug- 
man perſiſted in his reſolution, and, contrary to 
the cuſtoms both of Pera and Moſcowy, ſent 
theſe perſons back without any preſents, which 
was ſo highly reſented by the Governor, that 
he ever after did the Ambaſſadors all the ill 
offices in his power. | J 

On the 22d of November the Ambaſſadors 
ſent one of their retinue with a Per/fian inter- 
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preter to Scamachie to give notice of their ar- 
rival to the Khan or Governor-General of the 
province of Schirwwan, and to deſire him to fur- 
niſh them with every thing neceſſary for con- 
tinuing their journey ; but the Governor, hav- 
ing before received intelligence of their arri- 
val, had immediately diſpatched a Meheman- 
der, or Conductor, who in Perſia ſupplies the 
office of the Maſcovite Priſtaffs ; but the gen- 
tlemen who were ſent were not fo fortunate as 
to meet him. The Mehemander arrived on 
the 2gth of November richly dreſſed, and ex- 
tremely well mounted, his horſe's harneſs be- 
ing embroidered with gold and turquoiſes. 
He made the Ambaſſadors a very handſome and 
obliging compliment, and offered them his ut- 
moſt aſſiſtance while they continued under his 
conduct, which was to be as far as Scamachze ; 
upon which they treated him and his retinue 
with ſome fruit and brandy, entertained him 
with their mufic, and diſcharged ſome of their 
great guns, with which he was ſo pleaſed, that 
he no ſooner returned to his lodgings than he 
ſent them a preſent of five ſheep, three pitchers 
of wine, and ſome pomegranates. 

The meſſengers returned with advice, that 
meeting with the Khan at ſome diſtance from 
the city, he had given them a, very kind re- 
ception, aſſuring them that he had already diſ- 
patched a Mehemander to couduct and provide 
for the Ambaſladors, adding, that he had been 


informed that their retinue conſiſted of 300 3 


erſons ; but that if they had twice the num- 
E they ſhould be very welcome, and that he 


longed 
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longed to ſee them. He then enquired con- 


cerning the quality and temper of the Ambaſ- 
ſadors, and their manner of life. 

The firſt effects they felt from the Governor 
of Derbem's diſpleaſure was his denying them 
a ſufficient number of cattle for the proſecu- 
tion of their journey, which obliged them to 
ſend back their Mehemander to Scamachie to 
procure ſome from thence, and this forced 
them to ſtay near a month at the village of 
Niajabath. 

On the gth of December the Tartar Prince of 
Tarku, whom they had ſeen near Ter4z, came to 
pay them a viſit in company with his brother 
and a retinue of twenty perſons, and the next 
day he ſent them a preſent of an ox, ſome ſheep, 
and two large panniers of apples; in return 
tor which the Ambaſſadors preſented him with 
ſome ells of cloth and fattin, a veſſel of bran- 
dy, a roll of tobacco, and a barrel of gun-pow- 
der of eighty pounds weight, which he moſt 
earneſtly deſired. What gave the Ambaſſadors 
the higheſt ſatisfaction at this time was the re- 
turn of their Mehemander, who brought them 
the agreeable news, that within fiſteen days 
they ſhould be provided with cattle and carri- 
ages ſufficient for their journey. Accordingly 
a few days after ſome horſes and camels arrived, 
the reſt being delayed by the falling of the 
ſnow, which rendered the roads ſlippery ; the 
camels, whoſe hoofs are not ſo flat as thoſe of 
other beaſts, cannot travel without much ha- 
zard, and this obliged the Ambaſſadors to ſtay 
ten days longer, during which Mr. Brugman, 
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notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the Per- 


fans, very imprudently cauſed ſome pieces of 


timber that were brought by the Sophi's orders 
to the ſea fide for the building of ſhips, to be 
cut in pieces to make carriages for the artil- 
lery. 

On the 21ſt of December, two Mehemanders, 
one from Scamachie, and the other from Derbent, 
brought 40 camels, 30 waggons drawn by buf⸗ 
faloes, and 80 horſes, when the baggage being 
loaded and ſent before with part of the reti- 
nue, there were but 60 horſes left for 94 per- 
ſons ; ſome of the ſervants and guards were 
therefore obliged to travel on foot. They 
proceeded to the ſouthward, along the coaſt 
of the Caſpian Sea. 

The firſt place at which they lodged was a 
village called Mordore, four leagues from NMia— 
ſabath., The houſes, which were round, like 
thoſe of the Tartars, were built of oziers and 
canes. They ſpent the night very ill for want 
of fuel, this village lying in the midſt of fens. 
The many ſprings about this place ſend forth 
their waters with ſuch violence that they never 
freeze, and the brooks which flow from them 
are full of ſwans, whoſe down is gathered 
for the Sophi's beds. The inhabitants, who 
are called Padars, uſe a peculiar dialect, which 
partakes both of the Perflan and Turkiſh 
tongues. They are Mahometans, and partly of 
the Turkiſh ſet, accompanied with ſome odd 
ſuperſtitions : thus they never cut their meat 
aft er it is dreſſed, till it is almoſt cold, and if 

| FOR any 
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any one happens to breath or blow upon it, 
they caſt it away as impure. 
On the ſecond day after they left N:a/abath, 
the Mehemander brought them 20 horſes more, 
when leaving part of their uſeleſs baggage be- 
Hind, the whole retinue mounted on horſeback, 
End travelled to a very handſome village called 
&T achouſi, and having proceeded three leagues 
"Farther came to the mountain of Barmach, where 
they lodged that night in a caravanſera. Theſe 
edifices are built in the deſarts of Per/ia, 
within a day's journey of each other, for 
the accommodation of travellers. This was 
. ancient ſquare ſtructure of free-ſtone, about 
40 paces each way, and here they ſtaid all the 
3 Following day. 
1 On the 26th of December they left Barmach, 
the ſun then caſting a greater heat than it does 
with us in May. The baggage took the way 
$ Through the plain towards Bakuje ; but the Am- 
paſſadors, with the reſt of the company on 
J orſeback, proceeded through the mountains, 
And ſtaid that night at the village of Chanega, 
4 here they met with moſt excellent fruit and 
honey, but the water was muddy and ſtinking. 
On the 27th they travelled to the village of 
3 P,rmaraas, famous for the ſepulchre of two 
1 Per/ian Saints, one of whom is named Seid-1hra- 
bim. This ſepulchre is ſurrounded with walls, 
and has two courts like a caſtle ; but though 
the Ambaſſadors were very deſirous of taking 
x view of it, they were only permitted to en- 
er the firſt court, in which were many ſquare 
ones ſet up on the end, they being the tomb. - 
ſtones 
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ſtones of private perſons. Our Author, how. 
ever, having an extraordinary curioſity to obtain 
a ſight of this tomb, got into the firſt court, 1 

from whence, under the pretence of taking 
ſome inſcriptions in his book, he got into the Þ 
ſecond, where he found many other inſcripti- 
ons, in the copying of which he beſtowed about 
half an hour; when, perceiving that the Per. 
ans took no farther notice of him, he ventured ? 
to draw a wooden pin with which the door 
that leads into the edifice was faftened, and 
immediately entering it, found many arched ? 
apartments: In the firſt was a tomb, incloſed 
within an iron gate juſt oppoſite to the door; 
it was about two feet high, and had as many 
ſteps to get up to it. On the left hand he ob- 
ſerved a door that lead him into a large and 
very lightſome gallery, the walls of which were 
extremely white, and the floor covered with 
rich tapeſtry. In another apartment on the 
right hand, which was vaulted, he ſaw eight 
high tombs ; and through this paſſed into ano- 
ther vault where was the ſepulchre of Seid-1bra- 
him, whoſe tomb, which was two feet above 
the ground, was covered with a carpet of yel- 
low damaſk. At the head and feet, and alſo i 
on each fide, were ſeveral wax candles upon 
braſs candleſticks, and many lamps hung down 
from the roof of the vault. Thus our Author 
ſatisfied his curioſity, without receiving any 
prejudice from the ſuperſtition of the people. 
About two muſquet ſhot to the eaſt of the 
ſame village is a very ſumptuous ſepulchre in a 
rock, belonging to a Per/ian Saint named Ti- | 
1 ribabba, 
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Ow. vibabba,: ſaid to be the maſter of Seid. Ibrablim- 


tain Both theſe places are famed for the many pil- 
grimages made thither by the Perfians, Here 
ſeveral chambers, niches and holes are formed 
within the rock, in which the pilgrims take up 
their lodgings, and perform their devotions; 
but ſome of theſe are ſo high, that they cannot 
et up to them without ladders of twelve or 
Aten feet in length. Our Author and two 
others made a ſhift, however, to get up to the 
top of the rock, where they found four ſpacious 
rooms, and ſeveral niches cut within the rock 
to ſerve for beds; but what moſt ſurpriſed them 
was, their finding upon the very top a vault, 
which, as well as,the places about it, ſeemed 
Jas if the rock was made up of ſand and muſcle. 
ſhells. | 
| The inhabitants of the village of Pyrmaraas 
2 abſtain from drinking all ſorts of wine for fear 
of defiling theſe holy places, and it is obſerv- 
able, that near the ſepulchre of Seid-1brahim is 
a large ciſtern of 52 feet in length, and 20 feet 
broad, incloſed by a wall of free-ſtone, where 
the inhabitants keep their ſnow and ice. 

On the 2zgth the Khan ſent to inform the 
Ambaſſadors that they might make their en- 
trance into Sca nachie that day, but juſt as they 
were ready to take horſe, a meſſenger arrived 
to intreat them to ſtay at Pyrmaraas till the next; 
and to ſhow that this was not done with any 
ſiniſter deſign, he brought a preſent of wine, 
pomegranates, apples, pears, quinces and cheſ- 
nuts, and for each of the Ambaſſadors a ver 
fine horſe with all its furniture. Thas delay it 
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was afterwards found proceeded from the Khan's 
Aſtrologers who had told him, that it was no 
fortunate day for receiving of ſtrangers. A 

The next morning, however, they mounted 
on horſeback in order to make their entrance 
into the city, which was at the diſtance of three 
leagues, When they had proceeded about a 
league they were met by a meſſenger who bid 
them welcome, and told them that the Khan 
would come in perſon to receive them without 
the city, and afterwards march in the front of 
the cavalcade. Within a league of the city they 
met with zo gentlemen, who having taken a 
view of them returned, and ſoon after they met 
with 100 more, who opened on both fides, and 
let them paſs through them. About two muſ- 
quet ſhot farther, they met with another troop 
of horſe, among whom were twelve perſons 
who had their turbants pointed at the top, to 
ſhew that they were of the poſterity of the Pro- 
phet Hali. Theſe, ſaluting the Ambaſladors wit! 
a low inclination of the heads bad them wel- 
come, and having kept them company for half 
a league, there appeared to the right a body of 
£00 horſemen, and being told that the Khan i 
and his Calenter, or Lieutenant, were among 
them, in perſon, and that the open fields were 
more proper for the ceremonies uſed at the re- 
ception of Ambaſſadors than the high road which 
was dirty, they proceeded directly towards the 
Khan, who waited upon an eminence for their 
coming, and advanced towards them as ſoon as 
he perceived them turn that way. He tad on 
his right hand a guard of fix men armed with 
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gilt bows and arrows, and as many on his left 
with muſquets, and was attended by a nume- 
rous retinue of gentlemen on horſeback, all 
Z drefled in brocade, with mantles and caps em- 
broidered with gold and ſilver. Being come 
near the Ambaſſadors, he, contrary to the cuſtom 
a pof Per/aa, took one and then the other by the 
d Þ hand, and ordering wine to be poured into a 

ſilver veſſel, drank to the Ambaſſadors, who 


5 pledged him twice. The Calenter and the 
of Maſcovite Envoy already mentioned, who was 
y now with the Khan, alſo bid them welcome, 
by giving them their hands. 

et As they marched along, the German and Per- 
nd Van muſic led the way, conſiſting of trumpets, 


\f. bautboys, timbrels, cornets, tabers, and a braſs 
2X inſtrument called kerrenai, which was eight 


1 i feet long, and two feet diameter at the end, 
to They had not proceeded far before the Khan 
0. ordered a halt. and drank again to the Am- 
ith baſſadors, and while they were pledging him, a 
el- Jeſter diverted the company by ſinging, playing 


alf with caſtagnets, and throwing himſelf into a 


of thouſand ridiculous poſtures. Within a quarter 
ian of a league of the city, they were met by a body 
ong of 2000 Armenian foot divided into five regi- 
ere ments, diſtinguiſhed by their colours, and mu- 
re. ie, which conſiſted of pipes and two braſs 
ich baſons ſtruck againſt each other. Here ano- 
the her halt was made for the Ambaſſadors to drink, 
heir nd at the city gate they were received by ano- 
n as her band of muſic. 

on The Than having invited the Ambaſſadors, to 


with WP PPC. would have them croſs the court on 


horſeback 
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Horſeback to the very entrance of his apart- 

ments ; but the reſt of his retinue alighted at 
the outer gate. As the floors of all the apart- 
ments were covered with rich carpets, the 
Per//ans took off their ſhoes before they went 
in, but the Ambaſſadors and their retinue were 
conducted 1n their boots, through three hand- 
ſome rooms, into a ſumptuous and ſpacious 
hall, the walls of which were hung with paint- 
ings of naked figures, Round a fountain, 
which was in the middle of the hall, ſtood ſeve- 
ral ſilver flaggons, and bottles of wine to cool, 
and ſeveral tables were furniſned with all ſorts 
of conſerves. Oppoſite to the fountain, the 
Ambaſſadors were complimented with ſeats made 
after the European faſhion ;3 the Khan cauſing 
one of them to fit at his right hand, and the 
other at his left. Upon the ground fat the 
Calenter, the Khan's aſtrologer, phyſician, and 


other perſons of diſtinftion. The gentlemen, 4 
and others of the retinue were placed on the 


floor on the other ſide of the hall, while the 
muſicians ſtood directly oppoſite to the Khan, 
and continued playing as long as the enter- i 
tainment laſted; and near the door ftood ſeve- 


ral luſty young men dieſſed in brocade, with i 
their bows and arrows in a ſhooting poſture. 


Every one preſent ſtood with his back to the 


wall, and his face towards the Khan's and the 


company ; a cuſtom conſtantly obſerved in all 
aſſemblies in Per/ia. © | 

Many ſmall tables, filled with fruit and con- 
ſerves, were firſt brought in, each of which was W 


. ſerved at two at a time, while two pages were 


employed} 
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ployed in filling wine round to all the com- 


bn pany. After ſome time theſe were removed, 
t. ind the like tables covered with fine painted 
he SFallico, placed in their ſtead, to ferve the meat 
nt upon. About an hour after, the meat being 
re faken away, fome other conſerves were ſerved 


d-. pp. and theſe tables being ſoon removed, great 
pieces of linen, which were to anſwer the pur- 
pole of table-cloths, were ſpread upon the 


t- 
in, floor, on the tapeſtry, At ſupper the carver 
ve- Fame in with a great wooden diſh full of pieces 


ol. pf a thin-baked paſte, three feet in length, and 
68e Ins many in breadth, one of which he gave to 
ach of the company inſtead of a napkin. The 


ade meat was then brought in large pewter diſhes, 
ing $ hich being ſet in the middle of the hall, the 
the rarver kneeling down, cut it to pieces, and 


nivided it into little diſhes, one of which was 
ſerved to every perſon in the company, each of 
hom had a pot ſtanding by him, « ſpit in 


the and to hold bones, parings, and cores of 
the Putt. 
han, As the Governor's palace was ſeated upon 
iter- the aſcent of a hill, they had the view of a 
>ve- raſt number of lamps, which in obedience to 
with he Khan's orders were put up in all the houſes 
ture. n the city; and the Khan, being defirous of 
Petting the Ambaſſadors fee his dexterity in 


ooting, ſhewed them a lamp, which he ſtruck 
Put twice ſucceſſively with a muſquet ſhot. In 
hort, he at length conducted the Ambaſla- 
lors into a room that had a fire in it, where 
e again entertained them with conſerves, 
ine, and brandy, of which laſt a Perffan of 
Vol. XIV. C quality 


- 
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quality took ſo much, that he was the next 
day found dead in his bed. The company 
parted about midnight, and the Ambaſſadors 
with their reunue were lodged among the 
Armenians. 

On the 6th of January the Ambaſſadors, at ; 
the Khan's invitation, went to ſee the cere- 
monies uſed by the Armenians at the conſecra- 
tion of the Holy Water, or the Baptiſm of the 
Croſs. This feaſt is alſo celebrated by the 
Meo/covites, and ſome other Chriftians. It was 
performed without the city, maſs being firſt 
ſaid with much the ſame ceremonies as are uſed A 
by the Roman Catholicks in Europe ; after which 
a ſermon was preached by their Bizzop, at the 
Armenian chapel, at which the Ambaſſadors * 
were preſent. =» 

The Armenians having, by the Khan' s order, 
brought fifteen horſes for the gentlemen of the 4 
retinue, they rode to the river ſide, half a 
league from the city, while the people flocking i 
thither from all parts, went in proceſſion with 
pictures, croſſes, and banners, under a guard of 
a ſtrong party of ſoldiers, to protect them againſt 
the inſults of the Mahometans, The Khan had * 
cauſed a tent, very richly furniſhed, to de 1 
pitched oppoſite the palace, where the cere- 3 
mony was to be performed ; and a collation Þ 
was ordered to be got ready. On his left hand 
was the Mo/covite Envoy, with many — 
gentlemen; and on his right hand, the Ambaſia- 

dors and the chief of their retinue, who being 
ſeated, the Khan ordered the Armenians to begin 
their ceremonies, Which they accordingly - did, | 


by | 


; 


3 
I 
( 
( 


| 
, 


n 
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* by reading at the river ſide, while four men 
ny 1 leaped in naked, and ſwam about for ſome 
time to open the waters which were a little 
frozen. A ſpaniel happening to leap in after 
them, greatly delighted the Per/ans, who, con- 


at ¶ ſidering a dog as an unclean creature, were glad 
re- to fee theſe ceremonies thus defiled. After the 
ra- Biſhop had continued reading for an hour, and 
the the aſſembly had given over ſinging and play- 
he Zing on timbrels, he poured a little conſecrated 
vas oil in the water; and after having dipped into 
art it a croſs ſet with precious ſtones, gave it his 
ſed pbenediction, by holding the Crozier over it, 
2 This was no ſooner done, than the Armenians 
- 


ran to the river fide, ſome of them plunging 
lors into it, others drinking, and others ſprinkling 
their faces, while ſome of the Khan's domeſtics 
F1:diculed them, by daſhing the water among 
rhe Prieſts and women, till he commanded them 
0 forbear ; though he at the ſame time per- 
aug zmitted his jeſter, and ſome others, to caper 
rich bout in mockery of the poor Armeniant, who 
1 of anced about their Biſhop. The Khan's phy- 
ian, who was an Arabian, had the impu- 
had Inence to aſk the Ambaſſadors, whether they 
> be pelieved 7e/as Chrift to be the Son of God; to 
ere- Which he was anſwered, that they believed him 
ton go be the true God; but that it was very uncivil 
and Wo ſcoff at their religion, about which they ſhould 
ther Not diſpute with him. The ceremony was con- 
aſla- Faded with a good collation, at which the 
e115 han drank ſo plentifully, that finding himſelf 
egin gnable to bear more, he mounted his horſe, 
did, nd left the company without the leaſt cere- 
by 2 2 mon, 
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mony, and all the reſt of the Perffans followed 
his example. It 1s indeed cuſtomary with the 
Perfians to go when they have enough, with- 
out making the leaſt excuſe ; and this freedom 
is always obſerved, both by their gueſts and 
thoſe who invite them. 3 

During their abode at Scamachie, which was 
three months, all which time they waited for 
orders from court, the Governor and Calenter 
did every thing in their power to divert them 
with hunting, and frequent viſits and preſents. ® 
On the. 1oth of Jauuaty, the Calenter, having 
invited the Ambaſſadors and all their retinue 
to a great feaſt, conducted them through all 
the apartments of his palace, which, both in 


its buildings and furniture, much exceeded 


that of the Khan. The hall where they dined RF 
was arched, and adorned with a kind of ſtucco 8 
work, wrought into leaves and branches, and 
from this room there was a fine proſpect over 
all the gardens ; but what appeared moſt agree- 
able to our Author, was a fountain, which iſſu- 
ing out of the gallery on one fide of the hall, 
caſt its water very high, and falling into a 
lower baſon, was from thence conveyed to ano- 
ther fountain in the middle of the garden. 
The Khan, with ſeveral of his courtiers, and 
the Marſhal of the Sophi's court, who had 
lately arrived from 1/pahan, were alſo preſent 1 
at the feaſt, Which laſted till night, when the 
Ambaſſadors were conducted back to their 
lodgings with lighted torches. 3 

On the 18th of January, the Steward, Se- 
cretary, and Comptroller, were ſent with the 


Ambaſlador's 


IE 
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* Ambaſſador's preſents to che Khan; theſe con- 
= ſiſted of ten ells of ſcarlet, and five ells of 


blue ſattin, a barrel of brandy, a cheſt con- 


$ taining two dozen of bottles of different ſorts of 


ſpirits, and ſome knives with amber hafts. 

On the 5th of February, our Author by ac- 
cident went into a great houſe near the bazar, 
which from its ſtructure, and the nobleneſs of 
its galleries, reſembled a College. This edifice 
he found to be one of thoſe public ſchools 
called Mandre/a, of which there are many in 
Perſia, While he was taking a view of the 
buildings, he ſaw ſome walking, and others 
fitting with books in their hands ; one of the 
Maderis, who read public lectures, coming up, 


and obſerving upon our Author's cane the fol- 
7 lowing words engraved in Arabic, In the name of 


the merciful God who ſheweth mercy, (a ſentence 
which the Perffans generally put at the begin- 
ning of their writings) he deſired to have it, 
| oper, to give him a better the next day; 

ut our Author refuſing to give it him, he cut 
out the word Alla or God, and putting it into a 
clean piece of paper, told him that the name 
2 ought not to be put upon a walking 

ick. | 

The next day, intending to return to the 
ſame college, our Author cauſed a very hand- 
ſome celeſtial globe to be brought along with 
him ; but by miſtake, he happened to go into 
another, where he was very civilly received by 
the Profeſſors, Regents, and Students, who 
much admired the globe, and were ſurprized 
to find that Aſtronomy and the Mathematics 
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in general flouriſhed better in Europe than in 
Perſia, where they were ſtill ignorant of the 
uſe of the globe, and only made uſe of an 

aſtrolabe, for the inſtruction of their ſtudents ; 
they could, however, name all the ſigns of the 
Zodiac, and let him know, that they were ac- 
quainted with the names of many of the other 
ſtars. 

At another time, he had the curioſity to go 
into a Metzid or ſchool, near his quarters, 
where they inſtruct their children. The young 
ſcholars ſat all round cloſe to the wall, the 
Mollah, or ſchool-maſter, with ſome other 
aged perſons, fitting in the midſt of the hall, 
whither they alſo invited him as ſoon as they 


ſaw him enter. The Mollah permitted him to 


turn over the Koran he had in his hand, which 
done, he took it back and kiſſed it, and then 
offered it to him to kiſs, which he declining, 
and kiſſing another inſtead of it, which he 
held in his hand, the maſter told him with a 
ſmile, he had done very well. Our author 
ſaw here, among the reſt, an Aſtrologer of near 
65 years of age, who was reading Euclid to his 
diſciples, Our Author knew the book by the 
figures, and having made ſome demonſtrations 
as well as he could expreſs himſelf, the old 
man was ſo pleaſed with him, that he pulled 
out his braſs aſtrolabe, and aſked him whether 
he had ever ſeen ſuch an inſtrument, or knew 
the uſe of it. Our Author no ſooner anſwered 
in the affirmative, and that he had one at his 
lodgings, but he was ſo urgent with him to 
fee it, that he- went home to fetch it, and alſo 

brought 
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brought the globe along with him. They were 
*Dnuch ſurpriſed at theſe inſtruments, and much 
more when they underſtood that he had made 
the aſtrolabe himſelf; and being deſirous of 
ſceing how he could divide the degrees with 
ſuch exactneſs, as they had no inſtruments fit 
For that purpoſe, he ſhewed them how this 
might eaſily be performed; at which the old 
Iman was fo well ſatisfied, that he ever after 
Fave him all poflible demonſtrations of his 
PFriendſhip, frequently viſited him, and gave 
Pim the longitude and latitude of the chief 
ities of Ma, which he afterwards compared 
2Þvith his own obſervations, and found very 
act. 
3 The 7th of February, being the 2 iſt day of 
heir principal Faſt at Lent, the Perfans cele- 
rated their feſtival in memory of their great 
Patron Hall, which was performed in a houſe 
SDÞuilt for that purpoſe without the city. Op- 
Poſite a gallery, in which were the Khan, the 
FE alenter, and other principal courtiers, was 
Þ laced an open chair, eight feet high, under a 
Wind of linen canopy, for the Chatib or 
Prelate, who was dreſſed in blue, the mourning 
olour of the Per/ians. He read for two hours 
n a book of the life and memorable actions of 
ali, finging out his words in aloud and dole- 
ul, yet intelligible voice, except when he came. 
o ſome extraordinary paſſage, or moral ſen- 
ence, when he only pronounced the firſt word, 
he Teſt being ſung by the Prieſts who ſur- 
ounded him in great numbers; and at the 
nd of every ſuch paſſage, one of them cried . 
Out 
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out, God's curſe on him who killed Hali. When 
the whole aſſembly anſwered, Rather more than 
leſs. On his coming to a paſſage, where Hali 
tells his children that he ſhall not live long, 
and propheſies by whom he is to be killed, 
the Perſians begin to weep. | 
When the Chatib had ended, the Khan ſent | 
him a filk garment, and then the proceſſion be- 
gan, in which three camels carried three coffils, 
covered with black cloth, which repreſent thoſe 7 
of Hali, and his two ſons. Theſe were fol- 
lowed by two cheſts covered with blue cloth, 
full of the religious treatiſes written by Hal: ; 
next appeared two very fine horſes, carrying 
upon their ſaddles, bows, arrows, turbants, and 
flags. Then came a man carrying on the top 
of a long pole, a kind of tower, to which i, | 
was faſtened four ſcymeters, ſo covered with 4 
ribbons, that they could ſcarce be diſfinguiſh- i 4 
ed. In the rear came many men with little 
boxes on their heads, in which the Koran lay 3 
open. The boxes were covered with feathers 7 
and flowers, and the men came dancing anl 5 
leaping in cadence, to a doleful tune player i 7 
on hautboys, timbrels, flagelets, and tabors ; 
while on the other fide, many boys danced and 
ſung together, clapping one another upon the 
ſhoulders, and repeating the name of Hali and 
thoſe of his two ſons, Haſſan and Hoſſein. This J 8 
feſtival is celebrated the ſame day all over e. 1 
The day after the faſt, the Khan made a mag- 
nificent entertainment for the whole court, at 


which the Ambaſſadors were n 2 
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| | On the 27th, the meſſenger ſent to 1þpahan, 
returned with orders for the departure of the 

7 > Ambaſſadors, at which they were greatly re- 
' = joiced, and refolved to amuſe themſelves with 
'1 1 hunting before they left Scamachie. As the 
+ | 4 Khan was prevented from going with them by 
_ © ſome extraordinary buſineſs, he ſent then, his 
* huntſman, with his hounds and hawk:, and 
„among the reſt a leopard, ſo well taught, that 
be would ſtart and take a hare, as well as a 
\ > greyhound, and was as much at command as 
Au ſetting dog. 


3 


„On the 1itof March, the Perfians celebrated 
1 ; another feſtival called Chummehater, in memory 


— 
po 


of the day when Hali took poſſeſſion of the 
- eſtate of Mahomet. Upon this occaſion the 
th => Khan treated the Ambaſſadors under a tent near 


h. the river ſide, and they had the diverſion of 


le ſeveral forts of dancing; in particular a youth 
ay of played extremely well upon cwo little cimbals, 
er:; dancing to them with great addreſs ; and an 
* 2 Arabian Moor leaped and danced between the 


=x Porcelain diſhes in which the meat was brought 
up, with ſuch ſkill as not to touch one of them. 
The Khan, being alſo difpoſed to ſhew a trial 
of his ſkill at the bow, cauſed one of the rings 
with which the Perſſans bend their bows, and 
. BE which they commonly wear upon their thumbs, 

do be faftened to a horſe-hair, and held by a 
boy at above fix paces diſtance, when he cut it 
twice one after another with his arrow; and an 
apple being thrown up into the air, he ſhot it 
with a firelock. 


On 
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On the 2oth of March, the Khan came in 


company with the Calenter to take leave of the 
Ambaſſadors, he being going a journey, and 
not expecting to return before their departure; 
but his phyſician, who pretended to ſome ſkill 
in aſtrology, having obſerved, that the ſky told 
him it was no lucky hour to enter into the 
Ambaſſadors lodgings, they fell to drinking 
plentifully in the court. When the Khan, 
taking particular notice of a very handſome 
lad who was one of the Ambaſſador Cru/tus's 
Pages, aſked the phyſician whether he were 
Not a very fine boy, and ſaid, that he wiſhed 
he was his ſon ; upon which the phyſician be- 
gan to conſult the heavens again, thpugh it 
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was neither night nor a clear ſky, and told the | 


Khan that if by viewing the boy again he could 
imprint a ſtrong idea of him in his imagina- 
tion, and would immediately go and pay a 
viſit to one of his women, he might infallibly 
get ſuch another boy, which he and his com- 
pany believiag, he viewed the boy once more, 
and then getting on horſeback immediately de- 
arted, | 
F On the 24th, the Khan of Scamachie ſent 
away the uſual New-year's-gift for the Sophi, 
which conſiſted of ſome very fine horſes richly 
harnefled, ſome camels laden with R»/jia lea- 
ther, ſeveral rich ſtuffs, 3o bags filled with 
ſwans down, and a great number of handſome 
boys and girls. The Khan at the ſame time 
going his journey, left the management of the 
Ambaſſadors affairs to the Calenter, who im- 


mediately after ſent t their quarters the ſum 
wh 
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of 60 tumains, amounting to 1000 crowns, as 
a reimburſement for the expences they had 
been at during their ſtay at Scamachie ; but 
this not amounting to half the ſum, the Am- 
baſſador Brugman ſent him word, that he knew 
not whether the ſum was ſent from the Sophi 
or Khan; but that it ſhould be carried ſealed 
up as it was to /þahan, and that he could not 
forbear complaining of the injury done them 
in detaining them ſo long, contrary to the or- 
ders of the court; deſiring, that ſpeedy care 
= might be taken for their departure. To this, 
= the Calenter replied, that the ſum had been 
ſent by his Majeſty's orders, and that he was 
much concerned at the delay of their journey, 
which was occaſtoned by the largeneſs of their 
1d retinue, and the quantity of their baggage. 
S Scamachie, the capital city of the province of 
| Schirwan, is ſituated in a valley incloſed be- 
ty ween two mountains, and lies in 409. 50. 
north latitade. It is divided into the north 
and ſouth city. The walls of the laſt were 
** Wpullcd down by Shah 44a; ; but the former, 
which is ſomewhat larger than the other, 
and contains about goo houſes, has its walls 
ſtill ſtanding; though they are ſo low, and 


= " Wfurrounded by ſo poor a ditch, that a per- 
| — ſon may paſs into the city at any time. The 
ich hole city has five gates; but the ſtreets are 
\me Nery narrow, and the houſes, which are moſtly 
ime (vile with earth, are very low. The inhabi- 
the aats are chiefly Armenians and Ceorgrans, who 
. ling different languages, here make uſe of the 
ſum 4744/2 which is common to both, not only 


in 
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in the province of Schirwan, but all over Per. 
Ha. Their chief trade conſiſts in filk, either 
raw or wove. and callicoes, Ne of the ſhops 
are in the ſouth city, where is the great bazar, 
into which many ſtreets enter, all of them co- 
vered for the conveniency of the ſhopkeepers. 
Near the above bazar, are alſo two large ſtore- 
houſes divided into many galleries and cham- 
bers, one for the convenience of the Mo/cowzre 
merchants, who there ſell Ruy/7a leather, furs, 
copper, tin, and other commodities ; the other 
is for the Circaſtan Tartars, who bring ſcarcely 
any thing elſe but horſes, women, young lads, 
and handſome maids, which they ſteal on the 
frontiers of Maſcoau y. The Tews have allo a 
part of this ſtorehouſe aſſigned them for their 
merchand1zes, which conſiſt of the beſt woollen 
tapeſtry, filk ſtuffs, callico, gold and filver F 
brocades, bows, arrows, and ſcymeters. The 
city has alſo three hamans or public baths, the 
uſe of which is as general in Per/ia as in 
Maſcovy. p 
Near the city are the ruins of an old ſtrong 
caſtle, upon a high and ſteep mountain, near 
which is a valley watered by a very pleaſant 
brook, and adorned in the ſpring with an incre- 
dible quantity of tulips. Betweet this fort - 
and the city, are alſo to be ſcen, upon a moun- 
tain that exceeds the laſt mentioned in height, 
two chapels; in the largeſt of which is a 
very high ſepulchre, hung about with many 
pieces of cloth and other rags of different co- 
lours, and alſo {ſeveral rods of iron, pointed 
at the end like arrows; in the other are 
two 
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two tombs adorned much after the fame 
manner. They belonged to ſome of their Saints, 
and near them the inhabitants frequently per- 
form their devotions. From this laſt chapel there 
is an eaſy deſcent into a large vault, where is 
a a ſepulchre of one of their King's daughters, 
named Amalek Kanna, who having an averſion 
to marriage, and being betrothed by her father 
to a certain T artarian Prince, laid violent hands 
on herſelf. In the hot ſeaſon the inhabitants 
of the city retire to this and the other moun- 
= tain, the traders and ſhopkeepers of Scamachie 
= ſtaying there only in the night, while the Khan 
and other perſons of quality, dwell there in 


7 tents during the three hotteſt months of the 
2 year, 


ir BY HOOK KOO eee ee ee 


the e e VIE 
a * They leave Scamachie and proceed to Ardebil. 
FER T heir Entrance into that City. The Manner in 


_ which are celebrated the Feſtivals of Kurban 
ant! £24 Afſhur ; the latter of which is particularly 
folly aeſeribed. A Deſcription of Ardebil, and of 
dort feveral rich Sepulchres near that City, particu- 
larly that of Shah Sefi. ä 


oun- 
* N the 27th of March, 60 waggons and 120 
Bas ſaddle-horſes being brought the Ambaſſa- 


dors for the proſecution of their journey, they 

t co- - 2 . , 
__w ent away their baggage immediately, and fol- 
| oO lowed it the next morning, when the Ambaſſa- 
wol Vor. XIV. D | dor 
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dor Brugman, being much diſſatisfied with the 
treatment he had received at Scamachie, order- 
ed them to depart two hours before day, when 
proceeding on foot without the leaſt noiſe, 
they took horſe without the gate, Having 
travelled about a league and a half, they came 
to the ſepulchre of another Perſan Saint, and 
being overtaken by a violent ſtorm of light- 
ning, thunder, wind, rain and ſnow, they had 
the misfortune of being obliged to endure the 
tempeſt, and to ſpend the night under the bare 
heavens for want of their tents; and the next 
day the Ambaſſador Brugman, finding that ſome 
of the cannon had been left behind at Sca- 
machie for want of camels, exclaimed in very 
abuſive terms againſt the Khan and Calenter 
in the preſence of the Mehemander, and had 
it not been for the want of proviſions and 
lodgings, would have obliged the whole com- 
pany to ſtay there till they were brought up. 
But it being reſolved to proceed forwards, they 
advanced two leagues to a caravanſera, and 
after travelling two leagues more came to the 
top of the mountain of Scamachie, on which 
they paſſed through a fine fertile plain, which 
both in ſpring and winter, 1s as cold as moſt 
part of Europe. But no ſooner were they come 
to the deſcent, than they ſaw before them ano- 
ther plain that extended above ten leagues, 
and was covered with a beautiful verdure; and 
ſoon after, they diſcovered at a diſtance, the 
confluence of the two celebrated rivers Araxes 
and Cyrus. After an eaſy deſcent, they took 


up their lodgings in ſome Tartarian huts, 
which 
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which the ſhepherds had ſet up near their 
flocks, 

On the zoth of March they proceeded four 
leagues through the plain to the village of Ka- 
filu, and by the way met with a company of 
Tartars, who had packed up their huts, houſe- 
hold goods, and other moveables, with their 
wives and children in waggons, or upon horſes, 
cows and aſſes, They had ever after very fair 
weather and a ſerene ſky, except when they 
travelled over the mountains it appeared a little 
overcaſt in the morning, but theſe clouds were 
ſoon after diſpelled by the beams of the ſun. 

On the 31ſt, they proceeded two leagues to 
the village of Tzawat upon the right fide of 
the river Kur, where the houles were all built 
of reeds and canes, and covered with earth, 
The meadow grounds along this river are full 
of liquorice, the ſtalks of which are ſometimes 
thicker than a man's arm, and the juice is in- 
comparably ſweeter than that of Furche. 

The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus, is a 
com mon boundary between the two provinces 
of Shirwan and Mokan, which are joined by a 
bridge of boats near Tzawat, They had no 
ſooner paſſed over this bridge, but another 
Mehemander ſent by the Governor of Ardebil, 
brought them 40 freſh camels and 300 horſes, 
becauſe they coald not ſo conveniently make 
uſe of waggons in paſling over the mountains, 
and alſo furniſhed them with plenty of pro- 
viſions. That night they took up their quar- 
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ters in huts ſet up for that purpoſe at the en- 
trance of a very extenſive heath, 

The next day they travelled four Per/ian 


leagues over the heath, and lodged that night in 


huts as before. In paſſing along they ſaw a 
kind of deer feeding in herds, which reſembled 


arts, but were red; and their horns, being 


without brow antlers, were ſmooth and turned 
backwards like thoſe of the wild goat. Being 
the next day forced to leave the heath, which 
was the neareſt way, for want of water, they 
travelled to the torrent of Balharu, where they 
found abundance of tortoiſes that had lain their 
eggs in the ſand, Some of the people, having 
the curioſity to croſs the current to ſee the 
manner in which the inhabitants lived on the 
other fide, found many of their children intirely 
naked, and the reſt covered only with callico 
ſmocks. They received theſe gentlemen very 
civilly, and treated them with milk, imagin- 
ing that they were ſent for by the Sophi to 
ſerve in his wars againſt the Turks ; they there- 
fore wiſhed them all imaginable ſucceſs, and 
that they might drive their enemies before them 
as far as Strambol or Conſtantinople, 

On the 6th of April, travelling acroſs the 
mountains and rocks, they were unable to ad- 
vance above two leagues. In their way they 
ſaw many fig-trees, produced by the earth with- 
out cultivation, and at night came to a village 
that had been left by its inhabitants. When 
they had almoſt unloaded their baggage, they 
were told that the country was — 3 
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ſolate by the plague. The Ambaſſadors there- 
fore had a tent pitched for them in the field; 
but ſome of the retinue took up their lodgings 


in one of the houſes, where they made a large 
fire, and to chaſe away melancholy, drank freely 
| of the wine they had brought along with them, 
The reſt of the people, who did not chuſe to 
venture into the village, were forced to be con- 
| tented till, by the Mehemander's care, ſome 
* Tartarian huts were ſet up for them, which was 
not done till it was late at night. 


The next day they were obliged to travel ten 
leagues without baiting, on a continnal trot, 


and in cold, windy and ſnowy weather, on ac- 
| count of thoſe parts abounding with a poiſonous 
| kind of wormwood which kills al the cattle 


that cat of it. By the way they met a Per/ian 
well mounted, who was to be their Meheman- 
der and to conduct them to court. Their lodg- 
ings that night made them ſome amends for the 
fatigue of the day; for they took up their quar- 
ters at the village of Tæaulu, which is ſurround- 
ed with fruit-trees and pleaſant gardens, 

On the 8th they travelled along the mountain 
of Tzizetlu, and the next day, being Ea/ter Sun- 
day, ſpent it as a day of refreſhment, when they 
were complimented by their new Mehemander, 
who brought them a preſent of dried fiſh, fruit, 
and Schiras wine, which is the beſt that grows 
in Perſia. 

On the 10th of April, being Eaſter Monday, 
they made their entry into Ardebil. Firſt a troop 
of horſemen ſaluted them, and then returned 
to the city. The Calenter of Ardebil, a perfon 
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in years, afterwards met them near the village 
of Kelhoran, which, from its many ſteeples and 
towers built of ſtone of ſeveral colours, they 
took for the city Araebil. The Calenter, having 
ſaluted the Ambaſſadors, rode by their ſide, 
They afterwards paſſed in a ſpacious plain, 
through a conſiderable body of horſe and foot, 
which opened to make way for them. Soon 
after they were met by the Governor of Ard. 
bil, at the head of 1000 horſe, and after the firſt 
compliments were paſt on both fides, he rode 
between the Ambaſſadors. In the van marched 
two lads covered with ſheep-ſkins of ſeveral 
colours, each of them carrying an orange on 
the top of a pole, and ſinging certain verſes in 
praiſe of Mabomet, Hali and Shah Sf. Theſe 
were followed by others, who in a molt ſurpriz- 
ing manner imitated the ſinging of nightingales 
and other birds: The timbrels and haut ys 
played ; ſome of the people danced ; others 
ſung, and others expreſſed their joy at ſeeing 
the Ambaſſadors by flinging up their caps. Near 
the city the guards were placed in two files, 
cloathed in coats of mail, with feathers in their 
caps, and bows and arrows in their hands. As 
they approached the city gates, the crowd of 
people was ſo great, that it was neceſſary to 
force a way through them with bulls pizzles; 
and within the city, the houſe tops, windows, 


ſteeples and trees were crowded with ſuch as 


came from all parts to be ſpectators of their 
entrance. 

The Ambaſſadors and the gentlemen of their 
retinue were conducted by the Khan himſelf 
through 
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through a ſpacious garden into a noble ſum- 
mer houſe, and treated with a moſt ſplendid 
collation in a very ſtately gallery, while the reſt 
were entertained below in a tent erected for 
that purpoſe. During the collation they had 
the beſt muſic Pera could afford, and a dance 
performed by archers, who held bows and 
arrows in their hands. After the collation the 
Ambaſſadors were conduQted to very ſpacious 
lodgings in one of the beſt parts of the city, 
which formerly belonged to Sara Chatza, the 
Lord High Chancellor of Per/a. 

The next day was brought to the Ambaſſa- 


dors the thabenick, which are certain diſhes of 
meat for three meals, ſent to all perſons of 


quality that come to Ardebil, purſuant to an 
ancient inſtitution, Thirty-two large diſhes, 
or rather baſons, were full of rice of all co. 
lours, upon which the boiled and roaſted meat 
were laid with ſome omelets and paltry, ac- 
cording to the Peau faſhion. The following 
day a very plentiful allowance was ſettled for 
their kitchin, when the Khan paid them a 
viſit, made them the kindeſt offers of his ſer- 
vice, of which he afterwards gave them real 
demonſtrations. The ſame day he ſent an ex- 
preſs to court to notify their arrival at Arde- 
bil; but this expreſs did not return till two 
months after. * | 

On the 25th of April, which was the Great 
Ba iram, or val called Xurhan, or ſacrifice, in 
remembrance of that Abraham was going ta 
make of his ſon. They kill a ſheep or lamb 
before break of day, each at his own door, 
which 
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which they cut to pieces, and give them all to 


the poor, not even ſaving the ſkin, 


done in imitation of Abraham, who they ſay 


* 
- 


reſerved nothing of the ram he ſacrificed inſtead 
of 1/mael. 

On the 27th in the evening the Khan in- 
formed the Ambaſſadors of the news he had 
received of the meeting of the Janizaries at 
Conſtantinople, and their Filing the Grand Sig- 
nior. This occaſioned great rejoicings among 
the Per/fians, who made fire-works, and divert- 
ed themſelves with muſic. The Ambaſſadors 
followed their example, cauſing the trumpets 
to be ſounded, and the drums to beat, and diſ- 
charged all their great guns ſix times ſucceſ- 
fively, at which the Khan was ſo pleaſed, that 
he ſent them two flaggons full of Schiras wine, 
and a large glaſs veſſel full of candied ſugar. 

On the 4th of May the Ambaſſadors were 
viſited by Saru Taggi, the Chancellor of Per/ia's 
ſon, who with ſome other perſons of quality, 
came for this purpoſe from [þahan, and were 
entertained with a very fine collation, and the 
diſcharge of their great guns. 

On the 14th of May the Perfrans celebrated 
the feaſt called Aſhur or Ten, from its laſting 
ten days. It is kept in memory of the death 
of Heſſein the youngeſt fon of Hali, and is pe- 
culiar to the Per ſiaus. They ſay he was killed 
in the war againſt the Kaliph 7e/d, and after 
receiving 72 wounds with arrows, was run 
through the body with a ſword. It laſts ten 
days, from his being fo long purſued by his 
enemies before they could overtake him. Dur- 


ing 
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ing which the Perſſans ſhow all the ſigns of af- 
fliction. They appear in mourning, ſuffer their 
beards to grow, though at other times they 
2 ſhave every day, and drink only water No- 
thing was now to be ſeen throughout the city 
of Ardebil, but an aukward kind of devotion 
the boys running in troops about the ſtreets 
with banners, on the extremities of which were 
wound ſnakes of paſteboard, and when they 
came to the doors of the moſques, they cried, 
Ja Hoſſein, Fa Haſſein, O Hoſſein, O Hoſſein. Af- 
ter ſun-ſet, eſpecially on the three laſt days, 
the men met in tents without the city, with 
co. © Janthorns, torches, and oranges on the top of 
their poles, crying 74 Hoſſein for an hour to- 


F gether. They then returned in proceſſion with 
- banners and torches through the principal 
ſtreets of the city, and in the morning of the 


1oth day, a ſolemn oration was made in ho- 
nour of Hain, in the court of the Maſar or 
Shah Sefi, where a banner was planted, ſaid to 
be made by the daughter of Fatima, the diugh- 
ter of Mahomet ; and the Perſians poſitively af- 
4 firm, that this banner ſhakes as ofter. as the 
| name of Haſſin is mentioned in the oration. 


{4 The Ambaſſadors, being invited by the Khan 
1 to ſee the concluſion ot this feaſt, they went to 
4 his palace, when he, meeting them at the outer 


gate, aſſigned them a place in the court, where 


ſeats were erected for them and their retinue, 
Ne covered with rich tapeſtry ; and upon a cloth 
n before them ſpread on the ground, were ſet 
s If ſeveral veſſels of porcelain filled with ſu- 
. gared and perfumed waters, and ſeveral braſs 


can- 


* — _ 
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candleſticks four feet high, in which were large . 
wax candles, There were alſo lamps filled with 
Tags dipped in ſuet and naphtha. Round the 
walls of the court were 10co lamps, which caſt 7 
ſo great a light, that the whole palace ſeemed Þ; 
in a flame, and this was ſtill increaſed by the“ 
light of many paper lanthorns faſtened to cords Þ%; 
drawn acroſs the court, The principal per. 
ſons of the five wards, into which the city of 
Ardebil is divided, appeared each in order, and 
preſented the Khan with a ſerenade, in which 
were ſung verſes compoſed by ſome of their 
poets, (of whom there are great numbers in 
Per/ia) in praiſe of Hali and Hefjern; in return 
for which he preſented them with ſome ſweet 
waters, and before they retired, they wiſhed 
the Ambaſſadors ſucceſs in their intended ne- 
per- Mean while ſeven naked boys, who 

ad rubbed their bodies with ſuet and naphtha, 
and ſome with vermilion, to repreſent the blood 
of Heofjein, danced with little ſtones in their 
hands, which they ſtruck againſt each other, 
and ſmote their breaſts with them, to expreſs 
their ſorrow for the death of Heſtin; after which 
the Khan entertained the Ambaſſadors with 
ſome excellent fire-works. 

The next day before ſun-rifing, the Perſian. 
5 appeared again in proceſſion, to repreſent the 
| Interment of Haſtin, carrying many banners, 
and leading ſome fine horſes and camels co- 
vered with blue cloth, in which were quilted 
abundance of arrows, as if they had been ſhot 
into it, to repreſent thoſe ſhot at Hein. Upon 
ſome of theſe horſes were mounted boys with 

empty 
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empty coffins before them, covered with a little 
ge ay or ſttaw. Theſe repreſented Haſſein's chil- 
tb hren. Others of the horſes carried turbants, 
he ſſeymeters, bows, and quivers of arrows. Im- 


all mediately after the ſun roſe, there appeared 
in the lower court a great number of men and 


in the arms, ſuch a quantity was ſpilt, that the 


Ftered there. Mean while the boys flaſhed 
nd themſelves above the elbow, and ſtriking their 
ch wounds with their hands, made the blood ſpirt 
ell Yall over their bodies. In this manner they ran 


in through all the ſtreets, in commemoration of 


Irn the effuſion of Hofſein's blood; fully perſuaded, 
et ¶ that they by this means expiared their fins, and 
ed that if they died during this feaſt, they would 
1e- certainly be ſaved. They have the ſame opi- 
ho nion of the. feaſt of Hali, and of their Lent. 

ha, The city of Andebil, called Adevuil by the 


od Turks, is ſituated in the province of Adirbeitzan, . 
lr the Media Major of the Antients, and is one of 


er, Wthe molt c: . cities of the Perſian Empire. 
ess t is ſeated in the midſt of a ſpacious plain, ſur- 
ch rounded on all ſides with mountains like an 
ith amphitheatre, Theſe mountains occaſion the 

weather to change continually, from the extre- 


2s mity of heat to that of cold, which renders. 


the Wthis City very ſubject to epidemical diſeaſes, 
TS, eipecially in Auguſt, when they begin to be 
co-ſenſible of the inconveniences of autumn; and 
ted Wit is obſervable, that every day about noon, 
not when the heat is moſt excefive, there ariſes a 
on Ewhiclwind that raiſes a great dull, but does 
ith not 


boys, when the firſt letting themſelves blood 


court ſeemed as if ſeveral oxen had been ſlaugh- 


the city has its garden planted with fruit-trees, 
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not laſt above an hour; however, for the reſt 
of the day, and during the night, the weather 
is generally calm. * this ſituation, tge 
ground about the city produces neither vines, ; 
melons, eitrons, oranges, nor pomegranates, , 
though they have here apples, pears — peaches 
in great plenty. But the air is more temperate 
at the foot of the mountains. The above plain 
is ſo fertile, that it maintains above 60 villages 
round the city, and affords paſture for large 
flocks, which belong to the Turiiſb and Arabian 
ſhepherds, {3 

Though Ardebil is much larger than Scama- 
chie, it is without walls: but as each houſe in 


it affords a pleaſant proſpect at a diſtance, At 
the village of Scamaſbu riſes a ſmall river, which 
ſoon after dividing into two branches, one 
paſſes through the city, and the other encom- 
paſſes it, and afterwards re-uniting their ſtreams, 
they fall into the river Kara/a. But this river 
is apt to overflow in the ſpring, when the ſnow | 
begins to melt upon the adjacent mountains, 
that if the inhabitants did not take care to di- 
vert the current, by making trenches in the 
plain, the whole city would be drowned. 3 
Ardebil has five capital ſtreets, planted with 
elms and other trees, which afford a very agree- Þ 
able ſhade. The market-place is 300 paces 
long and 150 broad, having ſhops on all ſides, 
and each trade its peculiar quarter. Near the 
market is a moſque, where lies interred Imam 
Sade, one of the children of their twelve ſaints, 
whach for a certain time ſerves as a — 
| or 
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ſor criminals, whence they retire to the ſepul- 
er f chre of Sef, their great ſanctuary, which ſtands 
1e very near it. On the ſide of the market - place 
s, is a handſome arched ſquare building, appoint- 
S, ed for the ſale of the moſt precious commo- 


es dities, as gold and filver brocades, rich ſilks, 
te and precious ſtones. This edifice has three 
in gates, each of which leads into a ftreet well 
es BF furniſhed with ſhops, and covered over head. 
ge In theſe ſtreets are alſo ſeveral caravanſeras, 
an or ſtorehouſes for the Turks, Tartars, Indians, 

and other foreign merchants. Among the reſt, 
a- our Author ſaw there two Chine/e, who fold 
in BY porcelain and japanned works. This city is 
s, alſo well furniſhed with public baths, and has 
At many metzids or moſques, the chief of which, 
ch called Metzid Adine, is built upon a hill in the 
ne middle of the city; it has a very handſome 
m- 2X ſteeple, and at its entrance is a fountain, the 
ns, water of which a late Chancellor of Per/ia cauſ- 
er ed to be conveyed thither by pipes, from a 


Ow WE mountain at a league diſtance. 
ns, On Whit/un-Monday-the Khan ſent to let the 
di- Ambaſſadors know, that if they were deſirous 
the 


of ſeeing Shah Sz#'s ſepulchre, he would go 
with them thither ; but that they muſt abſtain 
ith BY from wine all that day, and that their ſup- 
ee - per ſhould be provided out of Shah Sz2#'s kit- 
ces chen. The Ambaſſadors gladly agreed to this 
les, propoſal, and going thither with all their re- 
the tinue, were conducted into a ſpacious court 
am paved with broad ſtones, and furniſhed on 
ats, both ſides with ſhops vaulted over. The gate 
ary WW which leads into this court is very large, and 
for Vol. XIV. E ö 
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they were obliged to deliver their arms; it 


over it with their right foot foremoſt. The 


| braſs candleſticks, with lights in them, and 
along the walls fat ſeveral Prieſts cloathed in 


ducted through a third gate, with a ſilver 


of ſeveral colours. The * by which they 
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had above it a great ſilver chain, at which hang, WF" 
another perpendicularly in the middle. Fron o 
hence the Khan conducted them to another gate, g 
which had a chain of the ſame kind, and here 


el. bu 


being a capital crime for a Per/ian who paſſes 
it, to have even a knife about him. The 
threſhold of this, as well as all the following 
gates, were round, and of white marble, and 
as the Per/fians are uſed to kiſs it, they were de. 
fired not to touch it with their feet, but to ſtep 


court they now entered was as long, though 
not ſo broad as the firſt, but it was paved in 
the ſame manner, and provided with vaulted 
ſhops on both ſides. At the upper end to' the 
right hand, was a large vault, hung with ta- 
peſtry, and paved at the entrance with green 
and blue ſtones. In the muddle ſtood two large 


white, ſinging with a loud voice, and with a 
molt regular motion, waving all together from 
one fide to the other. 'They were thence con- 


Chain over it, into a court that was leſs than 
the former, and paved with ſmall ſquare ſtones 


entered into the place of the ſepulchre, was 
built like a great tower, adorned with filver 
plates, and rings of the ſame metal. The 
pavement at the entrance, which opened into 

a large edifice, was covered with tapeſtry, and 


they were deſired to pull off their ſhoes, or 
e 
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Ihe Ambaſſadors having with much reluctance 


Fallery, covered with carpets, and hung with 
Fapeſtry; and then paſſing through another gate, 
ETovered with plates of gold, entered into a 
magnificent vault four fathoms ſquare, en- 
Yightened by a great number of gold and filver 


eter, On the ſides ſat twelve Prieſts with 
ontaining in Arabic characters, ſome chapters 
yaving motion from fide to fide, as the others 


llready mentioned. This vault was divided 
rom another only by filver rails, and an aſcent 


©" bf three filver ſteps. The Khan and the Am- 
* aſſadors Interpreter having kiſſed theſe ſteps, 
Su onducted the Ambaſſadors into it, who only 


ook with them four of their retinue. This 
nd Nault was much richer than any of the reſt; at 
dne end of it was a place raiſed about a foot 
rom the ground, and fenced in with rails of 


omplied with, they paſſed into a very large 


aſſy gold, behind which was the ſepulchre of 
Shah Szf, made not of gold, as ſome liave en- 


N 
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Yamps, ſome of which were three feet in dia- 
Þarchment books laid before them upon deſks, 


ff the Koran, which they ſung, with the ſame 


* 2» _- — 


Fo jeavoured to perſuade the world, but of white | 
aan Harble covered with crimſon velvet, and raiſed 
nes ree feet above the ground; it was nine feet 
bey n length, and four in breadth; and from the 
vas Nof hung ſeveral gold and filver lamps, and 
ver i both ſides were two very large candleſticks 
"he f maſſy gold, with wax-candles. The Am- 


aſſadors were very defirous of having the 


golden rail unlocked; but were told that no 
ac, not even the Sophi himſelf, was permitted 
| | i ns e 
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to enter it. 
apartment they diſcovered a vault, in which 


was the tomb. of Shah T/mae/, that of Shah 
Sefi*'s wife, and thoſe of ſome other of the | 


Queens of Perſia; but they were not allowed 
to look into them: they, however, diſcovered 
through the meeting of the curtains, which 
were drawn at the entrance, that there was no- 
thing remarkable to be ſeen. As they went 
along, they were followed by a grave old man, 
who purified all the places through which they 
paſſed with incenſe. 

They were then conducted through a gallery 
arched over, and adorned with ange but 
without any pillars, though it was as ſpacious 
as a large church. This was a Per/ian library 
conſiſting of manuſcripts, ſome of which were 
wrote upon parchment, and others upon paper, 
moſt of them in Arabic, and the reſt in the 
Turkiſh and Perſian tongues, all of them ex- 
cellently painted, richly bound, and covered 
with plates of gold and ſilver, particularly the 
hiſtorians, whoſe works were embelliſhed with 
ſeveral repreſentations in colours ; but they 
were ſhuffled together in drawers without any 
order. In ſeveral niches on the ſides, ſtood 
above 400 porcelain veſſels, ſome of which 
were big enough to hold ten gallons. 

They were then conducted to the kitchen, 
the doors of which were alſo covered with 
filver plates, and here every thing was diſpoſed 
in the moſt admirable order ; for the water was 
conveyed by many pipes to every part of it, 
and each cook had his peculiar office _— 

im. 


On the left hand of the ſame 
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him. Here 1000 perſons are provided for 
every day, including thoſe belonging to the 


While theſe diſtributions are made, they ſound 
two timbrels, ſaid to have been brought by 
Sedreain from Medina, with the banner of Fa- 
tima. 

From the kitchen they paſſed through a 
very handſome garden, in which were the ſe- 
pulchres of Sultan Aider, Shah Tamas, and 
ſeveral other Kings of Per/ia, without any 
other covering but a ſmooth ſtone. 'This edifice 
has been augmented by many of the Kings of 
Perſia, ſo that it now repreſents a very noble 
; and large caſtle, and there daily reſort to it a 
prodigious concourſe of people, who come thi- 
ther for the ſake of converſation. The vaſt 
ne revenues annexed to it by ſeveral of the Per/iar 
Kings have ſo increaſed its wealth, that it is 
4 i {"ppoſed, in caſe of neceſſity, to be able to 
e 2 
de waintain a good army. Here alſo many chart- 
th dies are beſtowed, and the pilgrims are furniſhed 
g with certain certificates, which, upon many 
Y occaſions, ſerve as protections. 
od In the fame village is another tomb, built in 
ch the midſt of an handſome garden, in memory 
of Seid Tzeibrail, the father of Shah Sf, 
who was only a peaſant. It is round, and raiſed 
Ry ten ſteps high: it is adorned with glaſs of ſeve- 


80 ral colours, and ſurrounded with iron eee 
y In the middle of its roof, which is of azure 
eilt, is a large tower of blue and green 


ed ſtones; the floor is covered with very rich ta- 
| E 3 peſtry, 


* 


houſe; and three times a day the poor have 
pottage, rice, and meat diſtributed among them. 
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tapeſtry, and round the walls are ſmall vaults, 


in which children are educated and fitted for 
the ſervice of the ſepulchre. Th e tomb itſelf 
is about fix feet high, made of joiners work. 


It is covered with green velvet, and over it | 


hang two golden, and as many ſilver lamps, 
that are lighted every night. Oppoſite to it is 
a ſmall chapel, which contains the tombs of 
ſeveral other perſons of Shah Sg, family. 
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They leave Ardebil, and travel to Sulthania, 
That City, with its Moſques deſcribed. They 
thence proceed to Caſwin, and from thence to 
Kom and Katſchan, with a Deſcription of 
thoſe Cities, and of the Scorpions and Spiders of 
Katſcham; and continuing their Travels, they 
approach the City of Iſpahan. 


HO” a meſſenger arrived from the Sophi 

of Perſia to conduct them to 1/pahan, 

yet eight days elapſed before they ſet out on 
their journey; becauſe the Ambaſſador Brug- 
man was reſolved to take the cannon along 
with him. At laſt, having made their former 
Mahemander a preſent of four pair of fables, 
and of ſeveral ells of cloth and ſattins, they 
took their leave of the Khan, who made the 
Ambaſſadors a preſent of a very fine horſe, 
a bridle and ſaddle for each, with two pieces 
of ſattin, and one of gold and filyer brocade, 
1001 go 
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in return for thoſe he had received from the 
Ambaſſadors, which conſiſted of a clock, two 

pictures, a quantity of Roſa Solis, and three 
pair of the fineſt ſables. On the 11th of June 
their baggage being ſent away upon 160 horſes 
and 12 camels, they followed it the next day, 
and having proceeded a league from the city, 
were met by the Khan of Araebil, in company 
with the Sultan of Tabris, who conducted 
them into ſome of the huts of the Tartarian 


fruits and conſerves, took their laſt leave of 


{entertained in them. 

All that day they travelled over craggy 
mountains, till they reached the village of 
Buſum, four leagues from Ardebil; they there 
overtook their baggage and artillery, but were 
forced to leave ſix of their largeſt pieces behind 
them, their carriages being 1 Ci in paſſing 
the mountains. 


5 The next day they paſſed through valleys, 


„ Jin which were many villages and fertile mea- 
n dows ſtocked with cattle; but on the 14th, 


s, by the Perſians called Perdelis. This is a plea- 


y ant valley, ſtocked with wild almond, cypreſs, | 


ie Pad ſenna-trees ; but lying between two moun- 


es Prany robberies committed there by the wretches 


e, bo, from the mountains, diſcover paſſengers | 


in - at 


E ſhepherds; and after a collation of cold meats, 


the Ambaſſadors; the Per/ians never conduct- 
ing thoſe out of their houſes, whom they have 


- again paſſed over high mountains for four 
g Peagues together; and on the 15th, travelled 
er trough a bottom at the foot of mount Tauris, 


e, Nains, is very dangerous, on account of the 


— — —_— 
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at a diſtance. . Here they croſſed a river over 


they came to the aſcent of the mountain, which 
was very ſteep, and winded to the top, where 


nothing was to be ſeen but the moſt dreadful 
gr that made it neceſſary for them to 


ead their horſes. To add to their misfortune, 


they had no ſooner ſurmounted theſe difficulties 


and gotten to the top, than they loſt their way 
in the dark, which was occaſioned by the Ma- 
hemander's ſtaying behind. This he after- 
wards excuſed, by alledging, that he was un- 


able to bear the opprobrious expreſſions which 


inceſſantly fell from the Ambaſſador Brugman ; 
but would take care that they ſhould be ſup. 
plied with all neceſſaries, which he punctually 
performed. They rambled about for three 
hours, and about midnight got to a village, 
where they ſtaid all the next day to refreſh both 
themſelves and their horſes. 

On the 17th, they came to the village of 
Hatzinir, ſituated among inacceſſible rocks, 


and the next day paſſing between two very 


ſeep hills, they came about midnight to a vil- 
lage called Xamabl. A large unfurniſhed houſe 
had been taken for the Ambaſſadors, at the 
entrance of the village; but finding it deſtitute 
of conveniences, they refuſed to lodge there, 
and having placed two of their guards at each 
of the avenues which led to the village, to 
give notice to the reſt of the retinue, took up 
their lodgings, while thoſe, who were already 
arrived, prepared to follow their example. The 


country people, however, ſurprized at their 
EE unexpected 
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unexpected appearance, were unable ſo ſuddenly 


to remove their wives and children, and de- 
nied them entrance; but the retinue, half dead 
with cold and fatigue, entered the houſes by 


force, and took up their quarters in ſeveral 


houſes ſcattered up and down on three hills. 


They were, however, hardly in bed, when the 
& trumpet ſounding to horſe, obliged them to 


riſe, and haſte to the Ambaſſadors lodging, 


here they were informed, that twenty Per/ian 


horſemen, had ſet upon and diſarmed the guard 
at the avenues. A lieutenant with 20 muſ- 
queteers, were now ordered out to clear the 


| highways, and all the retinue were lodged as 


near the Ambaſſadors as poſſible. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, they ſtaid there the next day, 
when they cauſed tents to be pitched; and on 
the 2oth, ſetting out early in the morning, 
arrived at the city of Sentan, which is without 

walls, and ſituated in a barren and ſandy foil. 
On the 21ſt of January they continued their 
journey by the light of the moon over a large 
plain fix leagues in length, at the farther 
end of which is the city of Sulrhania, where 
they arrived by ſun-rifing ; but the coldneſs of 
the night threw fifteen perſons of their retinue 
into a fever. This city, which has an high 
mountain on its fide, has ſome very magnifi- 
cent ſtructures, and a great number of ſteeples. 
There ſtill ſubſiſts fach remains of its former 
grandeur, as ſhew that it was once one of the 
nobleſt cities in Pera. It was built by Sul- 
tan Mahomet Chodabende, and there are ſtill to 
be ſeen the noble ruins of the royal palace or 
rather 
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rather caſtle, the walls of which are built of 


free-ſtone ſtrengthened. with many quadrangu- 
lar towers; but what exceeds all the reſt is the 
moſque, which contains the ſepulchre of that 
Prince, and has. three gates that are much 
higher than thoſe of St. Mar#'s church at Ve- 
nice, and are of the fineſt poliſhed ſteel, The 


Perfians confidently affirm, that the largeſt of I 


theſe three gates, which faces the market-place, 
cannot be opened by 20 of the ſtrongeſt men, 
unleſs they pronounce Beaſt Ali Buk/cha ; that 
is, Be opened for Ali's fake, and that on pro- 
nouncing theſe words it may be opened by a 
child. The roof of this moſque, which grows 
narrow by degrees towards the top, is formed 
of white and blue ſtones, on which are figures 
and characters well executed. Chodabendt's 
tomb, which is at the end of the moſque, is 
parted from the reſt by braſs rails, and ſur- 


rounded with a grate of poliſhed Indian ſteel 


of moſt curious workmanſhip, Within the 
braſs rails our Author obſerved ſeveral books 


above half an ell ſquare, written in Arabic cha- 


racters of the length of a man's finger, with 
black and gold lines alternately; he even pro- 
cured ſome leaves of them, which contain a 
paraphraſe upon the Koran called The Candle 
of the Heart, and theſe are to be ſeen in the 
Duke of Hel/tein's library. The tower belong- 
ing to the moſque was built in the form of an 
octagon, encompaſſed with a gallery which had 
eight leſſer towers. At the entrance of the 
moſque was a ſquare fountain ſupplied with 
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water out of one of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, 

Another famous moſque in this city was 
founded by Shah Z/mael, and has a round tower 
over its gate, and within the court a noble 
pyramid ſurrounded by eight fine marble pil- 
lars. This laſt moſque 1s high and well arched, 
the roof is ſuſtained by a great number of pil- 
lars, with convenient gallenes, and a rich pul- 
pit in the midſt; and near this moſque are the 
ruins of a triumphal arch of freeſtone, reſting 
upon two pillars 20 fathoms high. 

Having ſtaid three days at Su/thania, they 
continued their journey, their ſick being placed 
in a kind of cheſts, carried upon camels ; 
and proceeding forward the two following 
days, they came within ſight of the city of 
Ca/win or Caſban. The Daruga, or Judge, 
who commanded there in chief, met them with- 
out the city gates, accompanied by five or 600 
perſons, horſe and foot; they alſo received the 
ſame honour from an Indian Prince, who came 
attended by ſome of his own countrymen on 
horſeback, and a conſiderable number of pages 
and footmen, who followed the chariot in which 
he and another perſon fat, drawn by two white 
oxen with very ſhort necks,” and a bunch be- 
tween their ſhoulders. The charioteer ſat up- 
on the chariot, the wheels of which reſted and 
turned upon an iron bar, crooked in the mid- 
dle. Theſe oxen he managed as dexteroully 
as we do our horſes, the pole being faſtened to 
their horns by a cord that was alſo drawn 
through their noſtrils. Among the. reſt there 

| | | appeared 
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appeared in the held fifteen young ladies richly 
dreſſed, and mounted on very fine horſes ; they 
were adorned with very valuable pearl neck. 
Jaces, pendants and other jewels, and as con- 
trary to the Per/zan cuſtom, they appeared bare. 
faced, it was ſoon found, that theſe were ſome 
of the moſt eminent courtezans of the city, 
They entertained the Ambaſſadors with haut- 
boys and a kind of bagpipes, and 'accompanied 
them to their lodgings, though they were quite 
at the other end of the city. 

Cafſwin, called Arſacia by the ancients, is 
one of the principal cities of the province of 
Erak, the ancient Parthia. It is ſituated in a 
ſandy plain, *tis about a German league in cir- 
cumference, and contains 100,000 % or Freda 
but is without fortifications or a garriſon, and 
it is remarkable that the people here ſpeak a 
dialect as different from the Perſian tongue, as 
the Dutch is from the German. Their houſes 
are of brick, without any ornaments on the 
outſide, but are well furniſhed within. The 
water is conveyed through pipes from a moun- 
tain at a conſiderable diſtance; but the ftreets 
are very duſty, from their not — paved. 
They have vaults wherein they keep ſnow and 


ice to cool their liquors, and to which they re- 
tire to ſnelter themſelves from the heat of ſum- 


mer. 
This city was the ſeat of the Perſan Kings 
till Shah Tamas, or as ſome ſay, Shah 7/mae! 


transferred it from thence to Tauris; he was 
alſo the founder of a royal palace, which he 


built near the market-place, with a ver 
handſom 
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handfome garden behind it. Oppoſite to the 
palace is alſo a delightful garden half a league 
in compaſs, adorned with a vaſt number of 
fruit trees and ſpacious walks of cypreſs. The 
horſe market has on the ſouth fide ſeveral mag- 
nificent ſtructures ; both this and the other mar- 
ket are full of ſhops and ſtorehouſes, where 
vaſt quantities of merchandizes, and among the 
reſt rubies, granates and turquoiſes are ſold very 
cheap. In the former of theſe markets, after 
the ſhops are ſhut up, a great number of prof- 
titutes fit in a row with their faces covered 
with vails, the bawds ſtanding behind them 
with an unlighted candle, which ſhe lights as 
foon as any body appears to cheapen her ware, 
and if after they have looked upon ſeveral, a 
bargain is made, they follow her to a place 
proper for their purpoſe. This city has alſo 
about fifty moſques, ſeveral caravanſeras for 
the accommodation of foreign merchants, and 
many public baths. | 
On the zd of July the chief Judge of the city 

gave the Ambaſſadors an entertainment of 
vaulting and wreſtling under tents pitched for 
that purpoſe in the market-place, and theſe ex- 
ercifes, which were performed with ſurprizing 
activity, were followed by a battle between 
two rams, and the fighting of two birds not 
much Jarger than common parrots, who fought 
with extraordinary animoſity ; and the ſhew was 
concluded with their bringing in eight very 


large wolves, which being faſtened with ropes, 
were ſeveral times let out among the common 
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people, who ſtood in a circle, but were drawn 


back without their doing any harm. 

On the 13th of June they left Cain in the 
night, and on the 14th travelled through a plain 
three leagues in extent to the village of Membre, 
the houſes of which appeared at a diſtance like 
ovens, from their being vaulted on the top, 
They from thence continued their journey by 
night, and early on the 15th came to the vil- 
lage of Araſeng, where they refreſhed them- 
ſelves with pomegranates and almonds. 

On the 16th in the morning they took up 
their lodgings at a caravanſera called Choſteru, 
built of free-ſtone, with many chambers and 
vaults round a ſpacious court, in the midſt of 
which was a well, ſurrounded with iron rails; 
and travelling again at night they came within 
fight of Saba, a city ſeated in a ſpacious plain, 
the ſoil of which is very barren, but though 
the city is of no great extent, though the houſes 
are very ruinous, and the walls are only of 
earth, yet its many towers and ſome public 


ſtructures give it a fine appearance at a diſ- 


tance.. Here, however, the moſt excellent fruits 
are found, eſpecially pomegranates and almonds, 
whach the gardens produce in great abundance, 
and at the foot of the neighbouring mountain, 
there grows ſuch a quantity of cotton and. rice, 
that the inhabitants carry on a conſiderable trade 
in theſe articles. 

On the morning of the 19th they came be- 


fore the city of Kom, where they were received 


by the Daruga or chief Magiſtrate, at the head 


of 5a gentlemen on horſeback, under the ny 
| 0 
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of timbrels, hautboys, and fifes, while ſeveral 
Stumblers, who made uſe of ſtilts, ſhewed feats 
be of activity. The city of Kom, called by Pro- 
Iny, Guriana, is ſituated near mount Elwend, 
and the ruins of its walls ſhew it to have been 
formerly of a much larger extent than it is at 1 
p. preſent. A ſmall river which ariſes from two 1 
ſprings out of the ſame mountain, that unite | 


Fd their ſtreams near the city, paſſes through a 0 

\. part of it, and is of a conſiderable advantage 4 
to the trade of the inhabitants, though it fre- | 
quently occaſions great damage; for three 

p 1 8 
years before it ha 


d che ſudden melting of the ſnow, and the cur- 
of Nrent carried away above 1000 houſes. The 


x 

overflowed its banks by 1 

gardens, of which there are a great number, | 
E 


8 3 . 
in produce a variety of excellent fruits, and among 
n. the reſt a kind of melons of the bigneſs of an 


n orange, of an admirable ſcent, and extremely | 
luſcious. There are alſo cucumbers two feet 4 | 
of long, of the thickneſs of a man's arm, which 78 
ic (the Perfians pickle with vinegar. The grounds | 
. (about the city produce all forts of grain and 
cotton; but the chief trade of the city conſiſts 


houſes of a whole ſtreet built in the manner 
* of one continued arch or vault. 

a After travelling the two following nights, 161 
id they came early to Kat/cham, where they halted 1 
of F 2 . till 11 


1 
= in ſword blades, which are accounted the beſt. 08 
_ in all Perſia, and in earthen ware, that is greatly k | Ti 
n, Jeſteemed. 4 # 
+ || They left Kom on the 211 of June after ſun- | # = 
de Iſet, and the next day ſtaid at a large village 1 

called Ka/mabath, where they obſerved all the | | 
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till the Daruga could get ready to receive them, 


which he did without the city, at the head of af 
company of 5o gentlemen on horſeback, with 
ſeveral fine led horſes covered with lions ſkins, 
and at their entrance into the city, they ſaw 
two black Indian oxen of vaſt bulk with bells 

about their necks, and plumes of feathers oa 


their heads and cruppers. | 

The city of Kar/chan lies in 330 5 17 north 
latitude, and is ſituated in a large fertile plain. 
This city may be placed among thoſe of the 
firſt rank in Perſia, it being not only very po- 
pulous but famous for the concourſe of foreign 
merchants eſpecially of the Indians, who have 
a peculiar quarter aſſigned them. The walls and 
baſtions are of a kind of potter's clay. Their 
private houſes are generally well built, and 
their public ſtructures, as their ſtorehouſes, and 
caravanſeras excel what is to be ſeen in moſt 
other cities in Perſia. The adjacent fields are 
ſo fruitfal in grain, wine, and fruit, that even 
thoſe who are pooreſt do not want ſome delica- 
cies, their preateſt want is freſh water, for they 
have none * what is muddy and ill taſted, 
though they are forced to dig for it very deep. 
The Sophi's garden, which is near the city, 
has a ſummer- palace in the midſt of it, that is 
ſaid to have 1000 doors and windows, compre- 
hending thoſe that lead into the galleries and 
balconies, and here his Majefty reſides, when 
he comes to Kat/chan. | 

The country about Katſchan, abounds more 
in venomous creatures, than any other part of 
Perſia; which has given birth to the Rwy 
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m, iſe, May the Scorpian of Katſchan pinch thee by 
be hand. Theſe creatures are very black, of 
ihk the length of a man's finger, and not unlike a 
is, crab-fiſh; but are ſomewhat ſhorter and walk 
wid faſter, with their tails always ſticking up. Their 
us bite ſeldom proves mortal. The remedy uſed 
on againſt it is only a piece of copper money plac- 
ed upon the wound, which being taken off in 
thi 24 hours time, they then apply a plaſter of ho- 

in. ney and vinegar. 
the They have alſo a ſpider, whoſe body is ſpot- 
ted, and about two inches round, This inſet 


feeds on an herb like our wormwood, except 
we its having ſomewhat larger leaves, and a ſtronger 
nd fcent. It does not emit its poiſon by ſtinging 
eit or biting ; but by letting it fall like a drop of 
nd water, it occaſions an inſupportable pain in the 
nd part where it faſtens, and ſoon after the patient 
of I falls into a profound ſleep from which he is 
are ſcarcely to be awaked without applying one 
en of the ſame ſpiders, cruſhed upon the wound. 
ca- But if none of theſe are to be found, they lay 
hey if the patient upon his back, and pouring as much 
ed, milk down his throat as they poſſibly can, place 
ep. him upon a bier faſtened with cords to a beam; 
ty, | then turning the bier till the cords are twiſted, 
is they ſaddenly whirl it back, which occaſions a 
re- violent agitation that forces the ſtomach to diſ- 
znd charge itfelf of the milk, which appears of a 
zen | greeniſh colour, as does alſo a matter which 

with exceſſive pain iſſues from the penis. But 
ore | thoſe who are cured in this manner commonly 
\ of feel ſome remains of the pain as 1008 as they 
gar live, at the return of the ſame ſeaſon of the 
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year. But though this animal is ſo fatal, the 
ſheep are greedy after it and feed upon it with. N 
out danger, 1 

They left Katſchan on the 26th of Juhy a 
night, and proceeding fix 1 pitched their 
tents in a garden near a pleaſant rivulet. Theft 
next night they proceeded through barrenf 
grounds, and early the next morning took up 
their lodgings in a very convenient caravanſeraÞ 
in the little city of Naters, where they obſerved 
two high peaked mountains, upon one of which 
ſtood a large tower ſaid to be built by Shah 
Abbas, 1n memory of one of his falcons who 
there killed an eagle. Mr. Managſlo, having the 
curioſity to take a view of it, found it built of 
brick of an octagonal form, and eight paces 
diameter at the bottom, but growing narrower 
as it approached to the top, where it had many 
windows on all ſides to let in the light. It is 
ſurprizing how they ſhould be able to convey 
the materials to the top of ſo high a mountain, 
which coſt Mr, Mande/%s three hours hard labour 
to aſcend, and as many to come down. 


$5 


2. 


7¹ 


1 


e 


* 
. 


CHAP, 


he 
ren 


——— — 


through Mos co vx into PERSIA. 55 


CHAP. IX. 


: The Ambaſſador s enter Iſpah an, and are entertain- 


ed out of the King's Kitchen. A Quarrel between 
the Ambaſſadors” Servants and thoſe of the Am- 
baſſador from the Great Mogul. Their firſt Au- 
dience of the Sophi, with the Manner in which 
they avere entertained. They are invited by ſome 
Auguſtine Moxks to the Feſtival of St. Auguſ- 
tine. Are entertained by the Governor of Ar- 
menia, and afterwards by the Engliſh. 4 
Deſeription of the Marriage of an Armenian, 
with the Manner of their receiving the Eucha- 
rift, and the Baptiſm of an Infant. A Swils 
bravely ſuffers Death rather than for/ake the 
reformed Religion. A curious Account of a hunt- 
ing Match, to which the Ambaſſadors were in- 
wited by the Sophi, and which laſted ſeveral 
Days. The Manner in which the Sophi's No- 


men travel. The Ambaſſadors are entertained . 


by the Lord Chancellor, after which they receive 
a Preſent from the Sophi, of whom they take 
their Leave in order to return io Germany, 


AVING continued their travels for ſe- 
veral days without meeting with any thing 


extraordinary, they on the 3d of Auguſt were 
met at about a quarter of a league from Ma- 
han by one of the chief officers of the court, 


at 


P. 


the head of zoo horſemen, and ſoon after by 
hx two 
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two conſiderable Armenian Lords, who accom- 
panied the Ambaſſadors to their lodgings, while 
the ſtreets and even the tops of the houſes were 
crowded with people, though the duſt raiſed 
by their horſes was ſo thick that it was impoſ- 
{ible to diſcern them at a diſtance. They were 
lodged in the quarter aſſigned to the chief A.- 
menians, and were no ſooner alighted, than pro- 
viſions were brought them from the Sophi's 
kitchen. The table-cloth laid on the floor in 
the Ambaſſadors room was of fine ſilk, upon 
which were ſet 30 ſilver diſhes full of liquid and 
dry preſerves, and many kinds of fruit, as me- 
lons, citrons, quinces, pears, and ſome others 
not commonly known in Europe. Then the cloth 
being taken away, and another-put in its room, 
the ſecond courſe was brought in, conſiſting of 
co filver diſhes with rice of all colours, boiled 
and roaſted mutton, tame-fowl, fiſh, eggs, pies, 
and ſallads. 

But ſcarce had they begun to indulge the joy 
they had conceived on their arrival at the Per- 
ian court, than it was interrupted by a quarrel 
which aroſe between a ſervant belonging to their 
Mahemander, and a domeſtic of an /zdian Am- 
baſſador ſent thither by the Great Mogul, who 
with a retinue of zoo perſons lodged at a ſmall 
diltance from them. One of his domeſtics 
ſtanding by while the German were unloading 
their baggage, the Mahemander's ſervant, whoſe 
name was Wellichan, told him in jeſt, chat it 
would ſhew more good nature, for him to come 
and help them, than to ſtand thus unemployed. 
To this, returuing an inſolent anſwer, the Per- 
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fan ſtruck him with his cane; when the Indian, 
incenſed at the affront, ran to ſome of his com- 
rades, who were lying under the ſhade of a 


tree, and told them his tale, on which inſtantly 


riſing, and throwing ſtones, Wellichan was wound- 
ed in the head; but the Ambaſſadors domeſtics 
and ſoldiers, ſoon charging the /rdians, killed 
one of them, and purfued the reſt to their 
quarters. At this the Indians were ſo exaſpe- 
rated, that a few days after, when the Germans 
were removing ſome of their baggage, in or- 
der to-ſend it to another lodging they had pro- 
vided in the city, ſome of the Indians ſet upon 
a footman belonging to their ſteward, killed 
him, cut off his head, and tied his body to 
a horſe's tail. This no ſooner came to the 
knowledge of the Ambaſſadors, than they or- 
dered their domeſtics, who lay ſcattered up and 
down in the ſuburbs, to repair to their lodg- 
ings ; but before they could obey this order, 
the Indians poſſeſſed themſelves of all the ave- 
nues leading thither, ſo that the men were 
forced to fight their way through them, in 
which attempt ſeveral were mortally wounded, 
though they all at laſt got to the Ambaſſadors 
houſe, which being at the corner of a narrow 
ſtreet, they there galled the Indians with their 
frelocks. The latter, however, retreating be- 
hind a wall, made holes in it, through which 
they diſcharged their arrows: theſe did execu- 
tion among the Ambaſſadors ſervants, who 
unwarily expoſed themſelves. One of the gun- 
ners was thus killed while he was levelling a 
piece of cannon againſt them, Upon which 
| Murray, 
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Murray, a Scotch ſerjeant, being eager to re. 
venge his death, ſnatched up a firelock, and 
fire upon the Indians with ſuch ſucceſs, that 
he ſlew five or fix of them, till an arrow being 
ſhot into his breaſt, he pluck'd it out, and. 
having killed another with his firelock, fell 
down dead upon the ſpot. The number of 
the Indians increaſing, it was thought proper iſ 
to retreat into the outward court; but the Ia. 
dians, breaking into the next adjacent houſe, 
ſo ſeverely galled them from thence, that they 
were Genel to get on the top of the Amballa. 
dors houſe, where they did great execution 
among the Indians, their leader being killed 
by Mr. Mandeſlo with a piſtol-ſhot ; but as this 
loſs rather increaſed, than abated their fury, 
the Ambaſſadors began to become doubtful of 
the event, and therefore ordered ſome adjoin- 
ing walls belonging to the Armenians to be 
broke down, in order to ſecure their retreat. 
But they no ſooner began to retire, than the 
Indians cloſely purſued them; and though the 
Armenians, who were ſpectators of the combat, 
wiſhed them well, they did not dare to ſtir in 
their behalf. But juſt at this inſtant they were 
happily relieved ; for the Sophi having received 
notice of the tumult, immediately ſent an i 
Officer with 100 choſen men to their relief, who 
being joined by ſome of the inhabitants, were 
no ſooner diſcovered by the Indians, than they 
diſperſed, and the Sophi beiag informed of the 
true occaſion, would have had the Iadian Am- 
baſſador's hands cut off, had he not been di- 
verted from this deſign by the Chancellor. 

: However, 
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However, he was a few days after ordered to 
Wepart. the kingdom. In this engagement, 
hich laſted four hours, the Duke of Hol/eir's 
Ambaſſadors loſt five men, and had ten wound- 
Fed, while the Indians had 24 killed, 


"I 
X 


The day after the tumult, they reſolved to 
&hange their lodgings, when the Sophi of Per- 
fa not only forbad all the Indians, and even 
he merchants themſelves, who amounted to 
12,000, to appear that day in the ſtreets upon 
pain of death; but alſo ordered ſome of his 
uards to attend them, and allowed them. to 
fortify the weakelt part of their quarters. 
Their daily allowance, during their ſtay at 
ſpahan, was by the Sophi's order 160 ſheep, 
„oo fowls of all forts, 200 eggs, and 100 bat- 
of Wnans of wine, with as much fruit and ſpice as 
n- Whey were able to conſume ; but great part of 
be It being diſpoſed of by the Ambaſſador Brug- 
at. ran for other uſes, and ſometimes upon his 
the Women, the people had often not above one 
the Ineal a day, and on ſome days the cloth was 
tot laid at all for the ſervants. | 

The 16th of Auguſf being appointed for 
eir audience, the Ambaſſadors were invited 


ved % dine with the Sophi, and forty very fine: 
— orſes, with rich ſaddles and harneſſes, adorn- 
vho 


t with large plates of gold, being brought for 
ie uſe of the Ambaſſadors and the gentlemen 
| their retinue, they proceeded in the follow- 
g order: Firſt, three on horſeback, two in 
omplete - armour, richly adorned with gold 
wers, the other only with breaſt, back, and 
Fead: pieces; theſe were followed by 40 Ran 
N : eac 


—— — 
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each with a caſe of fine piſtols in embroidered 
holfters. Next came four men, carrying two 
very rich ſcymeters in rich caſes, with the 
ſheaths of yellow amber, garniſhed with gold. 
After theſe appeared two men with ſtaves with 
fine amber heads; amber being eſteemed by 
the Perſiant more than gold. Then came four 
men, each with a large candleſtick of amber, 
and two others carrying a cabinet of white and 
yellow amber, followed by four perſons carry- 
ing a cabinet of ebeny, inlaid with filver, in 
which were gold boxes, containing ſeveral 
drugs, effences, and other chymical prepara 
tions, ſet on the outſide with fine ſtones. New: 
followed three ſerjeants with halberts, at the 
head of 15 muſqueteers. 'Then the Steward at 
the head of the gentlemen, who marched thre 
abreaſt, Next came three trumpeters wit 
ſilver trumpets, followed by the guards, fou 
abreaſt, immediately before the Ambaſſador 
who had on both ſides of them eight halber 
diers, and were followed by two interpreters 
Then came eight pages on horſeback, in ric 
liveries, followed by the reſt of the retinu 
three abreaſt. But as the Perſiaus obſerve n 
regularity in their proceſſions, the Ambaſſado 
and their retinue were obliged to march for 
ward as well as they could, accompanied by 
reat number of Per/ian gentlemen on horſe 
6 backs; through the market-place to the gate 
{7/5 of the Sophi's palace, where they were 70 
1 ceived by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, a 
182 conducted into the Hall of Juſtice, where the 
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were deſired to reſt themſelves, till the Sophi 
ſhould be informed of their coming. 

After a ſtay of half an hour, word was 
brought by ſeveral perſons of diſtinction, that 
the Soph expected them; upon which they 
were introduced through a large court, incloſed 
on both ſides with a double wall, one of which 
being much lower than the other, was at about 
ſix paces diſtance, built cloſe to a row of tzin- 
nar trees, and was on both fides well lined with 
guards, diſtinguiſhed by plumes of different 
colours: at the end of this court was the hall 
appointed for their audience, which was the 
place where the Sophi keeps his Court of 
Juſtice in perſon; for this ceremony is perform- 
ed in Pera in any place, where the Sophi is 
called, either by buſineſs or diverſions. Under 
the trees near this hall, were about 50 young 
horſes in their embroidered houſings, and ſome 
with rich ſaddles and harneſſes; moſt of them 
were of a cream colour; they were brought 
thither to be back'd, and were watered out of 
pails vermillion gilt. This hall had a par- 
tition in the nature of an alcove, with a red 
callico curtain before it, which when drawn up 
by a filk ſtring, reſted upon the capitals of 
ſome wooden pillars, finely carved with branch- 
work, and gilt, as were alſo the walls, on 
which were hung ſome Eurepean pictures. In 
the middle of the hall was a fountain, in the 
baſon of which were flowers, oranges, apples, 
and other fruits, ſwimming upon the water; 
and round its fides a great number of flaggons, 
and other veſſels of gold and filver, The whole 
Vor. XIV. G floor 
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floor of the hall was covered with a carpet, the 
ground-work of which was alſo of gold and 
ſilver. FOR 
The Sophi, who was about 27 years of age, ſat 
upon a ſattin cuſhion, laid on the carpet behind 
the fountain, with his back to the wall He 
had a very graceful aſpect, and like moſt of 
the Perfrans, had a Roman noſe. His habit, 
which was of brocade, was not diſtinguiſhed 
from that of the reſt, only he had a plume of 
heron feathers on his head, faſtened with a very 
fine bracelet of diamonds. Over his upper gar- 
ment hung two fable ſkins down from his neck, 
which were alſo worn by ſome Per/ian Lords; 
the ſcymeter he wore by his fide was ſet with 
precious ſtones, and behind him lay his bow 
and arrows. On his right hand 20 pages at- 
tended, who were the ſons of his Khans, 
among whom were ſome eunuchs; one of the 
handſomeſt of them was employed in fanning 
the Sophi. At the head of theſe pages ſtood 
the Meheter or Groom of the Chamber, who 
was their Governor. Before the Sophi, ſtood 
El/chick Agafi Baſchi, or Lord Chamberlain, 
with a ſtaff covered with gold, on the top of 
which was a knob of the = metal. On his 
left fide ſat the Erhomad Dowlet, or Chancellor, 
and next to him the Khans and other Lords. 
At the entrance of the hall, on the left hand, 
were placed an Arabian Ambaſlador, and the 
Meo/covite Envoy, and below them the King's 
muſicians. 
The Ambaſſadors were met at the door of 
the hall by ſeveral perſons of great diſtinction, 
| | who 


N aasee 


— ͤ—— 


through Mos covr into PERS1IA. 63 


who took them under the arms, and held them 
ſo faſt, that they had not the uſe of them. 
This ceremony, which is looked upon as a 
8 honour, was probably firſt introduced 

y the Perſians and Turks, to ſecure their 
Sovereigns from any attempts from the Am- 
baſſadors of foreign Princes. As they ap- 
proached the Sophi they made a low bow, 
which he returned with a ſmiling countenance, 
and a ſmall inclination of his head. They were 
then deſired to ſit down upon low ſeats, placed 
for them near the Lords: fifteen of their re- 
tinue were placed a little more to the left upon 
the ground, while the pages, and the reſt of 
the train, were entertained in a court below, 


with thirteen women dancers richly dreſſed, the 


handſomeſt courtezans of //pahan, who, be- 
ſides their annual tribute, are obliged to attend 
the court whenever they are called for. 
The Ambaſſadors having reſted a ſhort time, 
the Lord Chamberlain aſked/them in the Sophi's 
name by whom they were ſent, and the occa- 
ſion of their embaſſy; when riſing, they ap- 
proached the Sophi to deliver their credentials, 
with a ſhort compliment, according to the 
cuſtom of the Per ſians, who being no admirers 
of ſet ſpeeches, would have all who approach 
their Sovereign, ſhew their reverence by the 
fewneſs of their words. The Chancellor re- 
ceiving the credentials, defired the Ambaſſa- 
dors to return to their ſeats, and the Secre- 


"tary of State let them know that the Shah in- 


tended to have their credentials tranſlated, and 


as ſoon as that was done, would give them a 


G 2 | ſecond 
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a ſecond audience. The preſents were then 


brought in, and carried cloſe: by the Sophi 
into an adjacent room. Thoſe from the Am- 


baſſador Mr. Cruſſuu, were an arquebuſs, ſtock'd 
with ebony, which cocked itſelf: a veſſel of 
rock - cryſtal, edged with gold, and adorned 


- with turquoiſes and rubies: a cabinet of am- 


ber, and a ſmall ſtriking clock. Thoſe of Mr, 


. Brugman, were à braſs gilt candleſtick with 
30 branches, having a {tr 
the body: a pair of a very fine piſtols gilt, with 


iking watch within 


very rich holſters: a watch in a rich caſe: a 
bracelet of diamonds and rubies, and a writing, 


by which the two pieces'vf cannon left an Ar- 
. debil were preſented to the Sophi. 


Soon after, a callico cloth being ſpread over 


the floor, was covered with gold baſons filled 
with fruit and preſerves, and 300 gold flaggons 


were diſpoſed over the hall, by way of orna- 


ment. All this plate was ſmooth, except the 


flaggon, and the cup out of which the Sophi 


- himſelf drank, which were ſet with rubies and 
- turquoiſes, They had alſo plenty of the beſt 
Schiras wine, and were entertained by a jug- 
gler, who 


erformed flight of hand with 
aſtoniſhing dexterity. About an hour after, 
the cloth being removed and another of gold 
brocade laid in its place, the meat was brought 
in by ten men in large golden veſſels, and the 
carver having placed himſelf on the floor in the 
midſt of them, ſerved the meat into leſſer 


diſhes, with rice of all colours, upon which 


he put mutton roaſted and boiled, tame and 
3 Vid de 
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- wild fowl, Cc. and ſometimes five or fix ſorts 


in a diſh. The Sophi being ſerved firſt, then 
the Ambaſſadors, the Lords, and all who were 
preſent. During this entertainment, a pro- 
found ſilence was obſerved. After the dinner 


had laſted about an hour and a half, the cloth 


was taken away, and water being brought to 
waſh their hands, the Lord Chamberlain return- 
ed thanks with a loud voice in the following 
manner: Make us thankful for this repaſft : Praſper 
the Sophi's undertakings, and give 10 his ſoldiers 
and ſervants true courage. T his we pray thee O 
God. To which the reſt anſwered, Alla, Alla, 
and without ſpeaking a word more, left the 
room; when the Ambaſſadors Mahemander 
telling them that they might withdraw as ſoon 
as they pleaſed, they paid their reverence to 
the Sophi, and retired, | 
On the 24th the Ambaſſadors had their firſt 
private audience, and on the 28th, they were 
invited by the Auguſtin fryars to the feſtival of 
St. Auguſtin their patron, which was to be cele- 
brated the next day: and as Chriſtians of the 
moſt different opinions live among the Maho- 
metans like brethen, the Me/covite Envoy, an 
Armenian Biſhop, and ſeveral Erg/ih Merchants 


were alſo to be preſent, There were no more 


than fix monks, all of whom were Spaniards, 
in the whole monaſtery, which was a neat edi- 
fice, that had a church with two ſteeples, and 


a handſame garden belonging to it. The Am- 


baſſadors being received at the outer gate of 
the couvent,. were conducted by the fryars into 


14 | che church, where maſs was immediately begun, 


93 and 
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and their muſicians, with the aſſiſtance of one 
of the Monks, who played upon the organ, 
formed a good concert. Maſs being over, they 
were conducted into the garden, near a foun- 
tain which ſtood under a large tree, whoſe 
branches being full of leaves, and twiſted with- 
in one another, afforded a very agreeable ſhade. 
About noon they were carried into the hall, 
where they were entertained with fruit in por- 
celain diſhes, and every one had his diſh of 
meat ſet before him, according to the Perfian 
faſhion, after which they ſpent the remaining 

part of the day under the ſame tree. | 
On the 1ſt of September the Governor of Ar- 
menia, accompanied by two of his brothers, 
paid the Ambaſſadors a viſit, in order to con- 
tract an intimate acquaintance with them; and 
in return for the civilities they received, they 
on the 18th invited the Ambaſſadors with their 
whole retinue, who went on horſeback, and 
were received by Seferas Beg, Governor of 
Armenia, at the Armenian church in the ſuburbs, 
where the Patriarch of the place, was ſaying 
the ſervice in a cope of cloth of filver, with 
gold flowers, ſet with pearls, having on his 
head a mitre, adorned in the ſame manner. 
The walls of the church were hung with ſe— 
veral pictures, and the floor 2 with rich 
carpets. The ſervice being over, they went 
to the Governor's palace, where being con- 
ducted through a large gallery into a garden, 
and from thence into an open hall, they were 
entertained after the Per an manner, with fruits 
and preſerves, and a moſt delicious liquor, > 
unlike 
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unlike roſa ſolis, but incomparably more rich. 
When the cloth of filver and gold brocade, 
upon which this was ſerved, was removed, and 
another of callico laid in its place, the meat 
was ſerved up in filver diſhes, and among the 
reſt ſome pork, and ſeveral other meats abhor- 
red by the Per/fans. 

They had not fat long at table, before they 
were conducted through a noble apartment into 
another hall, that had a very agreeable proſ- 
pect into the garden. The floor was covered 
with rich carpets, on which were laid cuſhions 
of flowered ſattin, the ground work of which 
was of gold and ſilver. Round a white marble 
baſon, that belonged to a fountain in the 
centre of the hall, ſtood a number of flaggons, 
and bottles filled with wine; but what they 
thought molt worthy of obſervation, were pic- 
tures on the walls repreſenting the dreſſes of 
women of moſt nations in the world, While 
they were eating the delicious fruits and pre- 
ſerves that were brought in, they were diverted 
with muſic and dancing ; in the firſt of which 
Elias Beg, ſecond brother to the Governor, ex- 
celled the reſt; for he not only gave them 
ſeveral tunes on the Perſan lute, but accom- 
panied this muſic with ſtriking two little ſticæs 
againſt ſeven porcelain cups filled with water, 
and made them keep time with the lute Mean 
while Seferas Beg did not forget to make the 
whole company drink the Sophi's health, in 
cryſtal paſſes full of wine. 

Night approaching, the Ambaſſadors took 
leave of the Governor, who under the pony 
| 0 
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of conducting them to the gate, brought them 
unexpeCtedly into a gallery on the other ſide 
of the garden, where they found a freſh en- 
tertaiyment of meat, fiſh, pies, fruit and pre- 
ſerves; and the hall, as well as the garden was 
illuminated with vaſt numbers of lamps and 
torches. But as they had been eating almoſt 
all day, they fat down only out of complai- 
ſance, conſidering this collation rather as an ef- 
fect of their hoſt's generoſity and magnificence, 
than as done with an intention to add to their 
former entertainment, which was in all reſpects 
one of the moſt agreeable they had ever met 
with, and even exceeded that of the Sophi's. 
On the 19th of September, the Ambaſſadors 
had a ſecond private audience of the Sophi, 
which did not laſt above half an hour, after 
which they dined at court, as is uſual upon 
ſuch occaſions ; when, by the Sophr's defire, 
their muſic, which conſiſted of a baſs-viol, a 
tenor, and a violin, played before him for half 
an hour, on which he let them know that he 
did not diſlike the muſic, but he thought his 
own as good, | 
On the 25th of September, the Ambaſſadors 
and their whole retinue, were moſt magnifi- 
cently entertained by the Engliſh in the bazar 
near the market-place, a large ſtructure that 
has a very fine-garden. They were firſt treated 
with fruit and preſerves ſet npon the floor, ac- 
cording to the Perfian faſhion ; from whence 
they were led into a ſpacious hall, where they 
found a table well furniſhed-with variety of 


proviſions dreſſed after the Z»g/ifþ way * 
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did not forget to drink the healths of moſt of 
the Kings and Princes of Europe. 

Dinner being over, they were conducted in- 
to another hall, that had a fine proſpect into the 
garden, where they not only found another col- 
lation of fruit and preſerves; but had the di- 
verſion of fix Indian dancing- women, ſome of 
whom brought their huſbands along with them, 
who ſometimes joined in the dance. Their 
complexion was of an olive colour: but they 
had good features, a ſoft ſkin, and were well 
ſhaped. About their necks they wore neck- 
laces of pearls and gold, and in their ears gold 
and ſilver pendants, ſet with precious ſtones ; 
ſome had alſo bracelets of pearls, others of ſil- 
ver, and they had all rings on their fingers, and | 
one upon the thumb, which inſtead of a ſeal | 
had a piece of ſteel of the bigneſs of a crown | 
piece, ſo finely poliſhed that it ſerved inftead of | 
a looking glaſs. They were all cloathed in a 
kind of ſtuff fo very thin, that any part of their 
bodies might be ſeen through it, except thoſe 
which were covered with drawers. Some 
had caps, others tiffany dreſſes on theit heads, 
and ſome wore filk ſcarves with gold and filver 
flowers, which coming round their ſhoulders, 
hung down on both fides, to the ground. Some 
were barefooted, and others wore ſhoes of a 
very odd make. They had all juſt above the 
inſtep, a ſtring with bells, by which they thew- 
ed the exactneſs of their motions, while they 
at the ſame time played with their caſtagnets 
with the utmoſt dexterity. Their muſic con- 
ſiſted of tabers, pipes, and Indian timbrels ; 

which 
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which laſt are about two feet long, in the ſhape 
of a barrel, and hanging about their necks, 
they play upon them with their fingers. 'The 
motions of theſe Indian women, eſpecially with 
their hands and feet, were moſt ſurprizing; and 
in the mean time they, with the moſt gracefu] 
and carzleſs air, addreſs'd themſelves to ſome of 
the ſpectators. 

On the firſt of OZober the Ambaſſadors en- 
tertained the Mo/cowite Envoy, and three Arme- 
nian Lords, the principal Engliſh and French 
merchants, the Spaniſh Auſtin f, ryars, and ſome 
Indian Carmelites, with 40 diſhes in three 
courſes, after the German faſhion. The Gover- 
nor of Armenia was fo pleaſed with ſome of the 
German paſtes, that he ſpoke of them to the 
Sophi, who ſeeming deſirous to ſee them, their 
cook was ordered to make ſome, which being 
preſented to his Majeſty, he received them ve- 
ry obligingly, and preſented them to, the ladies 
at court, who were extremely delighted with 
them. The feaſt was concluded with the di- 
verſion of running at the ring, at which Mr. 
Mande/lo got the firſt, and the Ambaſſador Brug- 
man the ſecond prize. 

The next day the Prior of the Auſtin Fryars 
coming to repreſent to our. Author, the Secre- 
tary of the embaſly, the debaucheries of ſome 
of the Ambaſſadors retinue, and eſpecially of 
the Ambaſſador Brugman, he went to that Am- 
baſſador, in order to complain of the debauch- 
ed lives of ſome of his people, and to defire 
that ſome reformation might be introduced a- 
mong them; but he no ſooner entered the 

room, 
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room, than he found Mr. Brugman with an 
Armenian woman; and thatAmbailador, imagin- 
ing that he came with a deſign to ſurprize him, 
was ſo incenſed, that he ſwore he would be re- 
venged. The Secretary, who well knew his 
temper, immediately retired to the convent of 
the 4Augu/tins, with a delign of leaving the em- 
baſſy, aad of returning by the way of Babylon 
and Aleppo to Germany; but the Ambaſiador Brug- 
man being informed of his reſolution, ſent to 
let him know, that he would have him mur- 
dered by the way, and the Secretary being ſen- 


| ſible that this might be eaſily effected, thought 


it his ſafeſt way to endeavour after a reconcilia- 
tion, which was at laſt produced by the media- 
tion of the Prior of the Augu/tins. 

Some days after, as the Author was going to 


| the ſuburbs of Tzaifa, he ſaw an Armenian march- 


ing in proceſſion to the church in order to be 
married. In the front was the muſic, atter which 
went a boy of about twelve years of age, with 
a wax candle in his hand, followed by the bride- 
groom on horſeback, who had two men ridin 

on each ſide of him, and was followed by four 
men richly drefled ; after whom were carried 
two diſhes of meat, two pitchers of wine, and 
two diſhes of apples, all which were ſet before 
the bridegroom, and his attendants as ſoon as 
they came into the church ; but the bridegroom 
did not touch them, and after the reit had eat 
a little, what was left was ſaved for the Prieſt, 
except the wine, which was all drank; our Au- 
thor being obliged by the bridegroom, who ob- 
ſerved him, to take a ſhaze, By this time the 
| bride 
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bride, with a young maid on her right hand, 
and on her left a married woman, with their 
faces covered with a vail of thin lawn, entered 
the church; and the Prieſt conducting the young 
couple to the altar, bleſſed them, and held a 
wooden croſs over them, while they joined 
hands, and the bride laid her hand on the 
bridegroom's breaſt, After mutual promiſes of 
fidelity, the Prieſt gave them the communion, 
by giving to each a piece of the conſecrated 
hoſt ſteeped in wine. The bread of the eu- 
chariſt among the Armenians is not leavened, as 
in the Me/cowize, and other Greek churches ; but 
is an unleavened paſte of the ſize and thick- 
neſs of 'a crown piece. During the communion 
they ſung and played on a kind of large cim- 
bals ; it being the conſtant practice of the Ar- 
menians, never to communicate without muſic. 
After the communion, roſe-water was caſt upon 
the new married couple and all preſent, and 
a ſcarf being tied about the bride's right hand, 
the bridegroom took hold of it, and drew her 
after him to the church door, from whence 
they all went on horſeback to the place where' 
the wedding feaſt was prepared, which always 
laſts three days, during which the new married 
couple are not permitted to cohabit together. 
Our Author afterwards paſſing along, heard 
a noiſe in another Armenian church, made by 
ſtriking a ſtick upon a board, which is uſed in- 
ſtead of bells, they not being permitted in Per/ia; 
when going in he found it to be a chriſtening ; 
but ſaw nobody in the church beſides the 
Prieſt, the Clerk, an aged woman, who 2 
the 
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the child, and a young man, who was to be 
godfather. The Prieſt, after ſome prayers, 
put ſeveral queſtions to the godfather, after 
which the latter carried the child to the old 
woman to unſwathe it; which done, they went 
into the ſacriſty, and going up to the font, 
which was placed within the wall like a trough, 
and was half an ell long and a quarter broad; 
the Prieſt conſecrated the water; put into it 
ſome conſecrated oil, and then putting the child 
naked into the font, baptized him in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
by thrice pouring water upon his head, and 
atterwards all over his body, making the ſign 
of the croſs in the forehead with conſecrated 
oil. The Armenians do not commonly chriſten 
their infants till they are eight days old, un- 
leſs they are in danger of dying ; it being their 
opinion that infants who die before baptiſm can- 
not beſaved ; for which reafon they do not allow 
them to be buried in the church-yard, nor can 
any in more advanced life he interred there, wha 
have not communicated at leaſt once a year. 

On the zd of OZober happened an affair 
which was attended with melancholy conſe- 
quences: John Rudolph Stadler, a native of Zu- 
rich in Swifferland, was a very ingenious clock- 
maker in the ſervice of the Sophi: he was 
about 38 years of age, and had married an Arme- 
nian woman, the filter of the Ambaſſador Brug- 
man's favourite miſtreſs ; and; by that Ambaſſa- 
dor's interceſſion, had, with great difficulty, ob- 
tained leave to return into his own country. In 
the mean while a thief breaking into his houſe, 
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the clockmaker caught him, and after ſeverely 
beating him, turned him out of doors, which he 
had no ſooner done, than repenting that he had 
uſed him no worſe, he ran after him, and ſhot 
him dead with a piſtol. The relations of the 
deceaſed immediately complained to the Mufti, 
of the murder committed by an infide] upon 
one of the faithful, who thereupon cauſed the 
clockmaker to be ſeized the next morning as 
he was going to court, and put into the palank, 
a wooden inſtrument which covers the neck and 
arms. The Ambaſſadors left no ſtone unturn- 
ed to procure his releaſe ; but the authority and 
zeal of the Mufti prevailing, he was condemn- 
ed to die, unleſs he would deſerve the King's 
pardon, by turning Mahimetan. Many of the 
Perſian Lords, who eſteemed him for his art, en- 
deavoured to perſuade him to ſave his life, by 
the hopes of great advantages; but this proving 
ineffectual, he was twice Carried to the market- 
place, to try whether the terror of death would 
not induce him to alter his ſentiments, but in 
vain, he poſitively declaring that nothing ſhould 
make him violate his religion. The Auguſtine and 
Carmelite Fryars alſo ſtrove to perſuade him to 
die in the Romiſb faith, which he alſo refuſed, 
proteſting that he would die in the reformed 
religion, which he accordingly did; for being 
delivered up to the relations of the deceaſed, 
the firſt who ſtruck at him with his ſcymeter miſſ- 
ed, the ſecond ſtruck into the palank, but the 
third ſevered the head from the body, which lay 
all day expoſed at the place of execution, till 
in the evening, at the interceſſion of Mr, Brug- 
Wy / many 
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man, it was brought to the Ambaſſadors quar- 
ters, in order to be interred the next day. But 
the Sophi happening to invite the Ambaſſadors 
to a hunting match, the interment could not 
be performed till the 22d, when the Governor 
of Armenia, the My/covite Envoy, and ſeveral 
other Chriſtians were preſent at the funeral. 
The hunting match beginning on the 17th, 
horſes and camels were brought early in the 
morning to the Ambaſſadors quarters by their 
Mehemander, who conducted them to a ſpaci- 
ous plain, where the Sophi ſoon after appeared, 
attended by zoo perſons of quality mounted on 
very fine horſes, and at his firſt ſeeing the Am- 
baſſadors, he ſaluted them with great conde- 
ſcenſion. He was that day dreſſed in a filver 
brocade veſt; his turban was adorned with 


herons feathers, and he was followed by four 


led horſes which had rich ſaddles, harneſſes 
and cloths embroidered with gold and precious 
ſtones, and cloſe to him was an Aſtrologer, who 
was continually making his obſervations. The 
morning was ſpent in Sting: and about noon 
they were entertained by the Sophi with a din-' 
ner under tents fixed in an Armenian village, 
which being over, they were quartered by their 
Mehemander in another village at a ſmall diſ- 
tance, where they were viſited by ſome of the 
Per/ian Lords, who partook of the excellent 
fruits preſented to the Ambaſſadors by the Ar- 
menian Chriſtians. But the Sophi, being inform- 
ed that the Mehemander had lodged them in 


another village, immediately ordered them 


to take up their lodging in a houſe next ad- 
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Joining to that where he himſelf was, which 
was inſtantly put in execution, and their ſup. 
per was brought them in gold diſhes out of the 
Sophi's kitchen. 

Very early the next morning, the Ambaſſa- 
dors went with the Sophi to hunt cranes, when 
a wag ſecret way being made under ground, a 
conſiderable quantity of wheat was ſcattered in 
a field at the end of it, and this bringing a vaſt 


number of cranes, near 8oo of them were taken, 


The Sophi put ſome of their feathers in his 
turban, and preſenting two to each of the Am- 
baſſadors, they put them in their hats. They 
afterwards dined in the ſame place as the day 
before; and towards night the Sophi, attended 
only by the Ambaſſadors and ſix other per- 
ſons, went to hunt the duck and wild gooſe, 
and alighting at 200 paces from the place in- 
tended for the ſport, entered a large hut made 
of earth, near which the nets were ſpread upon 
the ſide of a ſmall brook; but no birds ap- 
pearing, they ſpent their time in drinking ſe- 
veral bottles with the Sophi, and then return- 
ed to their quarters, to which their ſupper was 
again ſent them. 

On the 19th, abundance of hawks and three 
Jeopards bred to hunting were brought; but 
having for ſome time beaten the buſhes to no 


Purpoſe, they went to one of the royal parks, 


which was two leagues in circumference, and 
ſurrounded by a high wall. This park was 
divided into three partitions, in the fuſt of 
which were kept harts, goats, deer, hares and 
foxes ; in the ſecond, a kind of deer called 

= | Ahues ; 
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Ahues ; and in the third wild aſſes. The 
pards being, by the Sophi's command, let 1. 
among the ahues, they ſoon diſpatched each 
of them one. 'The next diverſion was among 
the wild aſſes, at one of which the Ambaſla- 
dor Brugman, by the Sophi's defire, diſcharg- 
ed his piſtol, but miſſing his aim, his Ma- 
jeſty, though riding full ſpeed, ſhot him with 
an arrow in the breaſt, and wounded ſeveral 
others, never miſſing, though in full gallop. 
He cut another aſs with his ſcymeter acroſs the 
back, and with one blow cleft it to the belly, 
and alſo with a ſingle blow almoſt cut off the 
head of another; which done, one of the Khans 
wiped the ſcymeter clean, and put it into the 
ſcabbard. They then went into a ſmall inclo- 
ſure in the midſt of the park, where his Ma- 
jeſty having commanded one of the two huntſ- 
men, who attended him with fowling pieces, 
to ſhoot at an aſs; the more ancient of the two, 
conſidering it as a diſgrace that the other 
ſhould fetch it down before him, ſhort at it; 
but miſſing his aim, was laughed at by the 
company, at which he was fo exaſperated, that 
he drew his ſcymeter upon the other, and cut 
off his thumb, The Sophi, being immedi— 
ately informed of this affair, ordered that the 
offender ſhould loſe his head; but at the in- 
terceſſion of ſome who were preſent, he con- 
ſented to his looſing 6nly his ears. The exe- 
cutioner, however, forgetting part of his duty, | 
cyt off only one half of the ear, which the 
grand huntſman perceiving, alighted, and tak- 
ing his knife, cut off the remaining part, to 
| ; H 3 the 
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the great aſtoniſhment of the Ambaſſadors, who 
were amazed at ſeeing a nobleman of his qua. 
lity interfere in the office of an executioner. 

A ſmall amphitheatre being erected in this 
incloſure, the Sophi entertained them with a 
collation of fruits and preſerves, and ſoon after 
32 wild aſſes were forced in, at which his Ma. 
jeſty diſcharged ſome ſhct with his fowling 
pieces, and wounded others with his arrows, 
after which, the Ambaſſadors and the Per/ian 
Lords being permitted to follow his example, 
the ſides of theſe beaſts were ſoon fuil of arrows; 
which afforded a cruel kind of ſport to the 
ſpeQators, eſpecially on their running ſo cloſe 
to each other as to force the arrows deeper into 
their ſides, which filling them with rage again 
their companions, they run at each other with 
great fierceneſs. At laſt, however, theſe, and 

o more which were afterwards let in, were 

nocked down, in order to be ſent to the So- 
phi's kitchen at þahan; the fleſli of wild aſſes 
being in high eſteem among the Perſſans. 

By this time dinner was brought to the ſame 
place, when Brugman took the opportunity of 
preſenting the Sophi with the Duke of Hal- 
feein's picture in a box ſet with diamonds, and 
alſo with a ſteel mirrour poliſhed on both ſides, 
and embelliſhed with ſeveral figures by that fa- 
mous artiſt John Dre/den. Theſe preſents he 
made upon his own account, 

Dinner being over, the Ambaſſadors retired 
to ſome neighbouring houſes to take their after- 
noon's nap; but they had ſcarcely got thither, 
when the Sophi ſent them ten ahues and * 
; 482 
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ſtag, the horns of which had twelve brow ant. 
lers, and word was at the fame time brought 
them, that his Majeſty was again on horſe. 
back. They therefore followed his example, 
and riding in ſearch of him, found him em- 
ployed in hawking. But he no ſooner got ſight 
of them, than he left that ſport, and with nine 
perſons of his retinue, and ſix of theirs, re- 
tired to a large walk, at the end of which was 
a decoy for wild ducks; but inſtead of em- 
ploying themſelves in that diverſion, they ſoon 
fell to drinking, and they all became ſo merry, 
that the ducks were frightened from comin 
near them. Mr. Mandeſlo had the honour o 
filling the Sophi a glaſs of wine, and after- 
wards of kiſſing his knee, and his Majeſty at 
the ſame time preſented him with an apple, 
which was looked npon as a particular mark 
of kindneſs, and he was afterwards conſidered 
by the court, as a perfon much in his Ma- 
jeſty's favour. Mean while Haly Beg, the de- 
puty ſteward of the houſhold, who had filled 
the Sophi's glaſſes, got fo drunk that he made 
ſuch a hideous noiſe at the other end of the 
walk, that his Majeſty ſent a perſon to bid him 
withdraw, and this not ſucceeding, he ordered 
another to drag kim from thence, and to ſet 
him on horſeback, But when they were going 
to execute his Majeſty's commands, Haly Beg 
became ſo outrageous, as to abuſe and ſtrike 
thoſe who endeavoured to force him away, 
which the Sophi perceiving, went thither to 
perſuade him; but finding himſelf not much 
better treated than the reſt, laid his hand 1 5 
| his 
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his ſcymeter, and though he was one of hi: 

reateſt favourites, threatened to cut off his 
— which put the ſteward into ſuch a fright, 
that he immediately became ſober, and con- 
ſidering that there was no jeſting with his Ma- 
jeſty when once provoked, he mounted his 
horſe as nimbly as if he had not taſted a drop 
of wine, which ſet the Sophi a laughing, and 
he returned in a very merry humour to the Am- 
baſſadors, but withdrew ſoon after, and they 
returned to their lod gings. 

On the zoth the Sophi did not go a hunt- 
ing, but the Ambaſſadors dined with him in 
his ſummer-houſe, which was pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated in the midit of a garden near the water 
fide; in the afternoon they took a turn, and 
in their way caught a white heron. 

On the 21ſt, being ſent for early in the morn- 
ing to go with the Sophi to catch pigeons, 
they were conducted to the top of a very high 
tower, within which were 1cco neſts; and the 
whole company being placed on the outſide, 
and the Ambaſſadors trumpet commanded to 
ſound, the pigeons, which flew through the 
Holes in vaſt numbers, were moſt of them killed 
by the Sophi and the refit of the company. 
This put an end to their diverſion for that 
time ; but 1n their way towards the city, the 
Sophi took them into one of his gardens called 
T zarbach, remarkable for its beauty, where 
being. entertained with another magnificent 
treat, they returned to their lodgings. 

Within a few days after, proclamation was 
made by the cryer of the city, that the ow 

ing 
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being to go abroad that way with the ladies 
of the court, no- body ſhould preſume to ap- 
pear that day in the ſtreets. Whenever the So- 
phi's wives or concubines make an excurſion, 
they are carried upon camels in a kind of co- 
vered cheſts, notwithſtanding which no perſon 
is allowed to appear in the ſtreets, or within 
a muſket ſhot of the field where they take their 
diverſion, under pain of death, becauſe theſe la- 
dies appear in the field on horſeback, with 
hawks in their hands, and alſo make uſe of 
bows and artows, for which reaſon none but 
the Sophi and the eunuchs muſt appear among 
them ; even the Lords who attend the Sophi al- 
ways leave the town half an hour before the 
ladies, and while they are diverting themſelves, 
are obliged to ſpend their time in hunting at 
the diſtance of half a league from them. 

On the 1gth of Nowember the Lord Chan- 
cellor made a magnificent entertainment for the 
Ambaſiadors in a moſt ſumptuous hall, at the 
entrance of which was a very handſome foun- 
tain, and oppoſite the door ſeveral pictures of 
women in different dreſſes copied after ſome 
Furepean originals, below which the walls were 
on all ſides covered with looking-glaſſes of va- 
rious ſizes, All their meat was 2 in plate, 
beſides which they had the King's muſic, and 
the diverſion of the dancing women, who, not 
behaving with the ſame reſervedneſs as before 
the Sophi, ſhewed ſeveral inſtances of dexte- 
rity. Among the reſt one of them placed a 
porcelain veſſel two feet high in the midſt of 
the hall, and in turning about, took it up be- 
tween 
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tween her legs with ſuch a ſlight that no-body 
could perceive ſhe had any thing there, and 
after continuing the dance with the ſame air, 
returned it with equal dexterity to the place 
whence ſhe had taken it, without making one 
falſe ſtep. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the Per/lans, when- 
ever they entertain their friends, omit nothing 
which they imagine may contribute to their 
diverſion; and as they are extremely fond of 
women, theſe never fail to be introduced at 
their feaſts, The maſter of the entertainment 
offers theſe dancing women to his gueſts, and 
he who has a mind to one of them has nothing 
more to do than to ariſe and conduct her into 
a private room, and as ſoon as the buſineſs is 
over, to return to his place, where no-body 
takes the leaſt notice of what has been done. 
But a perſon is allowed to refuſe this favour 
without giving offence. Ardebil is the only 
place throughout all Pera, where theſe danc- 
ing women are not tolerated ; Shah Abas hav- 
ing baniſhed them from thence on account of 
the ſanRity of the place. 

After dinner, the muſic and dancing women 
being ordered to withdraw, the Ambaſſadors 
had a private conference with the Chancellor 


in his garden, relating to their negociation, 


which was afterwards repeated. 

On the ſecond of December the Sophi ſent to 
each of the Ambaſſadors a prefent of a horſe, 
with their ſaddles and bridles adorned with 
large gold plates and buckles; alſo two Per- 
ſian garments, with a turbant and girdle 0 
| g0 
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y gold brocade; 205 pieces of fifteen ſorts of 


d filk, &c. and 200 tomans in money, amounting 
r, to 1000 piſtoles, to be divided between them 
e towards their expence in their return home. 
le To each of the five principal perſons of the re- 

tinue, he gave a ſattin veſt and another of 
n- taffety, with gold and filver flowers, and to 


io each of the other gentlemen a veſt of tabby 
ir MW flowered with gold. 


of On the 3d of December the Ambaſſadors were 
at invited once more to dine with the Sophi, 
nt when, according to the cuſtom of the country, 


nd they wore the beſt of thoſe garments preſent- 
no ed by his Majeſty, over their other cloaths, 
to They were entertained with the ſame ceremo- 

18 nies as before, after which the Chamberlain 
dy conducted the Ambaſſadors to take their leave 
ne. of the Sophi, who delivered to them with his 
dur own hand, his anſwer to the Duke of Hol- 
nly ein's letter, promiſing in return to ſend him 
ne- a moſt ſolemn embaſſy. The Ambaſſador then 
expreſſed their acknowledgements for the ho- 
nours and noble treatment they had received 
during their abode in his kingdom. 

The following day the Maſcovitie Envoy ob- 
tained his diſmiſſion, in order to return with 
them into Mo/cowy, and a day or two after ſe- 
veral of the Perſſan Lords ſent their preſents 
to the Ambaſſadors; which conſiſted of fine 
horſes, mules, and rich ſilks. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Situation of Iſpahan, its Gardens, Summer 
Houſes, and public Buildings. 


SPAHAN, the capital of the province off 
Erak and of all Perfra, is fituated in 325 
39/ north latitude, and in 50“ eaſt longi. 
tude in a fine plain, and 1s almoſt ſurrounded 
with mountains at a few leagues diſtance, It 
is of an oval form, and without reckoning the 
ſuburbs, is twelve miles in circumference. TI: 
has alſo twelve gates, nine of which are only 
open, and is computed to have 18,000 houſe: 
and 500,000 inhabitants. The fortification; 
are moſtly of earth, and very inconfiderable, 
and though the baſtions are of brick they ar 
ſo miſerably flanked, that they are but a flen 
der defence, beſides; the ditch is ſo ruined, tha 
a man may at any time paſs over it dry ſhod® 
It is, however, the chief trading place of af 
Perſia, and is frequented by all the A/atic na 
tions, and in particular by the Indians, who 
commodities are extremely valuable; for, n 
to mention the muſk and ambergris, they ſe! 
reat quantities of pearls and diamonds, Bt 
Fes theſe there are conſiderable numbers « 
Tartars of different nations, Turks, Jeaus, AFP: 
menians, Georgians, Enzliſh, Dutch and FrencF: 
The Perſians are at a greater expence in the- 
gardens than their houſes, though the form 
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are very different from thoſe in moſt parts of 
* Europe; for as nature overſpreads their fields 

with tulips and a vaſt variety of the fineſt flow- 
ers, ſo theſe are not placed in their gardens ; 
but they apply themſelves with all their care to 
mer the cultivation of the moſt excellent fruit- trees, 
that nature aſſiſted by art can produce in ſo 
happy a climate. 'They are alſo very curious 
in their walks, which are ſet on both ſides with 


ce of 
320 tzinnar- trees, a kind of poplar, unknown in 
ongi. Europe. This tree grows up to the height of a 


.nded pine, the leaves are broad, reſembling thoſe of 
2 the wine, and it bears a fruit that has ſome re- 
g the ſemblance to the cheſnut, though it has no ker- 
_ ucl. The wood is a dark brown, and ſo finely 
only reined, that when rubbed, it appears more 
nouſet beautifal than any thing made of the root of 
ation che fineſt walnut-trees, and of this wood the 
rable i Perfians commonly make their door and win- 
ey ar dow ſhutters. Fountains are the chief orna— 
a flen ments of their gardens : theſe have large re- 
d, tha ceptacles from whence the water is conveyed 
y ſhod by channels from one baſon to another. The 
of alſſSophi's garden called Tza! bach near the city 
is one of the fineſt in the world, it being an 


tic na 

2 er exact ſquare half a league every way. It is di- 
a nF-ided by the river Senderuth 1 into a croſs, which 
hey ſe orms four different gardens ; at the ſouth end 


3. B/ a mount planted with ſeveral walks, on both 


bers Mes of which are ſteep precipices, made 
ws, AÞy cutting the rock into ſeveral channels, 
Frenc \rough which the river falls from the top into 


aſons made for that purpoſe. Theſe caſcades 
re about three feet broad, and ſo ſteep that 
Vor. XIV 1 the 
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the water is forced with great violence into the 
baſon. Every walk has alſo its peculiar baſon 
of white marble, where the water ſpouts forth 
in various figures. Theſe ſtreams all meet in 
a large baſon in the midft of the garden, where 
a column of water 1s thrown up 40 feet high. 
At the four corners of this baſon are four large 
pavilions, the apartments of which are adorn. 
ed with carved work gilt. There are walks 
from each of theſe pavilions to the other, 
planted with tzinnar-tree:. There are here 
likewiſe innumerable fruit-trees of all ſorts, 
which Shah Abas cauſed to be brought thither 
even from Turky and India. Among the reſt 
our Author ſaw a kind of prapes, as big as a 
man's thumb, without any ſtones, the pulp of 
which was firm and of a moſt delicious taſte, 
Ten maſter gardeners are appointed to look 
after this garden, each of whom has ten other 
gardeners under him ; and they are permitted 
to let any body come into the garden for four 
kaſbekies, or two-pence a piece, and to eat 
what fruit they pleaſe, but they muſt carry 
none away. 

Moſt of the Per/ian Lords and rich mer- 
chants have a kind of ſummer-houſes or gal- 
leries in their gardens, incloſed by a row of 
pillars, on the four corners of which are as 
many rooms, where they take the benefit of the 
air and breezes, by chuſing that where they 
blow. Theſe ſummer-houſes, both in build- 
ing and furniture, frequently exceed their or- 
dinary dwelling-houſes. Indeed though per- 
ſons of quality have very magnificent furni- 
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ture, the houſes in which they uſually reſide 
make but-an indifferent appearance, they be- 
ing built only of earth or bricks baked in the 
ſun. Theſe ſtructures are generally ſquare, and 
commonly four ſtories Yigh including the 
ground room ; but inſtead of glaſs, they in 
winter Cover their windows, which are made 
with lattices, with oiled paper. 

The meidan, or great-market- place, is very 
large, it being 700 feet long, and * broad. 
The houſes round it are all of brick of an equal 
height, and the ſhops vaulted. The fide to- 
wards the royal palace contains the goldſmiths, 
lapidaries and druggiſts, oppoſite to which are 
the woollen-drapers, mercers, and thoſe who 
fell callicos, with the taverns and other eating 
and drinking houſes, Round the market-place 
are planted trees, not unlike box, though they 
grow ſomewhat higher; they are always 
green, and being ſo cut that the ſhops appear 
between them, add greatly to the beauty of the 
place; but one of the chief ornaments, as well 
as conventences of the market-place, is a rivu- 
let carried at the foot of theſe trees through a 
channel of freeftone, raiſed two feet from the 
ground, and which is diſcharged into two large 
baſons, and from thence conveyed by pipes to 
other parts of the city. At the end of a great 
vaulted gallery are two balconies oppotite to 
each other, and covered over head, where the 
city muſic plays every night at ſun-ſet, or when- 
ever the Sophi paſſes through the market- place; 
a cuſtom obſerved in all the cities in Per/ia that 
are the reſidence of a Khan. * 

| 12 . Before 
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Before the royal palace are ſeveral pieces of 
cannon without carriages, and over the outer 
gate is a large ſquare ſtructure, which has win- 
dows on all fides. The chief apartments be. 
longing to the palace are a hall where the 
King treats the principal perſons of the court 
on the New-year's-day ; and the great hall, of 
Juſtice, where appeals are brought before the 
King, who preſides there in perſon, and there 
frequently gives audience to foreign Ambaſſa- 
dors; but this hall with the ſpacious court be- 
fore it has been already deſcribed. Theſe, and 
ſeveral other halls, have many chambers, clo. 
ſets, galleries, and apartments belonging to 
them, fit for the entertainment of ſo great a 
court, and of the Sophi's wives and numerous 
concubines, who all live in the ſame palace; 
and what 1s more extraordinary, there 1s not 
any conſiderable apartment but has its peculiar 
garden. There alſo belongs to the palace, as 
we have already obſerved, a place of refuge 
for all unfortunate perſons, whether criminals 
or debtors. | 

On the outſide of the royal palace is the ci- 
tadel, which 1s fortified with a rampart and 
ſeveral baſtions of earth. It is commanded by 
a Governor, who has a ſtrong garriſon under 
him, for the defence of the place, and the 
Sophi's treaſury, armory, and ſtores of am- 
munition, though it has no other artillery bur 
field-pieces. | 

On the ſouth ſide of the great market is a 
fine moſque, which has a large court before 
it, in which is a very handſome fountain. This 
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moſque is a vaſt ſtructure; the walls are of 
white poliſhed marble, the pieces of which are 
ſo artfally cemented that it is impoſſible to ſee 
where they are joined. The city alſo contains 
many other moſques remarkable for their mag- 
nificence. 

Oppoſite to the great moſque ſtand the tip- 
pling houſes, among which the taverns are eſ- 
teemed moſt infamous. Near theſe are the 
places where they drink tea, which are in great 
repute ; and here perſons in good circumſtan- 
ces ſpend their time in playing at cheſs. The 
coffee-houſes, which are ſeparate from thele, 
are frequented by thoſe who love tobacco and 
coffee: Theſe are alſo the places where the 
poets and hiſtorians are conſtantly to be met 
with, who commonly fit on a high chair in the 
middle of the room, where they entertain the 
company with their ſatyrical ſtories, 

In the centre of the great market-place ſtands 
a high pole, on the top of which they fome- 
times put a melon, an apple, or a trencher, 
with money upon it, at which they ſhoot on 
horſeback, in full gallop; the Sophi himſelf, 
and ſometimes the Lords of the court, aſſiſt at 
this ſport, when great ſums are laid; the mo- 
ney that falls from the trencher belongs to the 
Sophi's footmen, and he that obtains the prize 
is obliged to give an entertainment to the whole 
company, and even to his Majeſty himſelf, if 
he has ſhot among them. They have another 
game like cricket, at which they likewiſe play 
on horſeback, ſtriking the ball when riding in 
full career. They likewiſe frequently exerciſe 
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ſelves at throwing the javelin. As the Per/ians 
are extremely curious in their horſes, they have 
frequent races run from one pillar to another in 
the market-place, and when his Majeſty is diſ- 
pom to be a ſpectator, he places himſelf in a 
ind of wooden hut, which being fet on four 
wheels may be removed at pleaſure. 
On tarning out of the meidan, or great 
market-place, to the right, you come to the 
baz ar, or ſecond market-place, in the midſt 


of which is an open cloyſter, which contains 
the principal ſhops where the richeſt ſtuffs and 


commodities of the kingdom are fold, This 
market-place is divided i into ſeveral ſtreets, 
which are covered over head, and contain a great 
number of ſhops, well ftored with all forts of 
commodities, fold at reaſonable rates, every 
thing being cheap at 1/pahan, except fuel and 
meat, the country round about it being deſtitute 
of foreſts and meadows. For the conventency 
of trade, there are alſo built at /þahan, many 
caravanſeras, or ſquare ſtorehouſes, ſurrounded 
with high walls; they are commonly three 
ſtories high, and, beſides the vaults below, 
have all manner of conveniences, as halls, 
chambers, and galleries. 

Among the reſt of the public fruRures, the 
two convents belonging to the Spariſhand Italian 
Fryars ought not to be omitted; one is the 
convent of the Aaguſtine Fryars, already de- 
ſcribed; and the other, that of the Carmelites, 
who, when our Author was there, amounted to 
no more than ten in number, though the edifice 
might vie with any in Europe belonging to that 

| . order. 


— — — 


- 


_—_ m — 
D K 


- 


«\ 


. 


r 


— 


* 5 


6 


I I <2 > <T 
4 


„ <ss 


„* 


* 


* 227 
22 
4 — 


— if 2 2 - 
7 *. / 
he orwer of He 


= 


7 2 N 42 a 
* Fi . p 
Gas af; Gahan 


through Moscovy inte PerSIA. 91 


order. Three French Capuchins were alfo at 
this time laying the foundation of a convent, 
in a place they had purchaſed for that purpoſe, 

Between this and the convent of the Carme- 
lites, are the King's ſtables, where the moſt re- 
markable thing is a high tower, built entirely 
of earth, and the horns of ahues and ſtags; 
the origin of which is faid to be Shah Tamas's 
killing in one hunting-match 2000 of theſe 
animals, in memory of which, he cauſed this 
tower to be erected, and their horns to be em- 
ployed in the building. 

The city of 1/pahan is ſurrounded on all 
fides with large ſuburbs, the chief of which 
is inhabited by Armenian Chrifiians, molt of 
whom are merchants. This quarter contains 


twelve churches, and about 3000 houſes, which 


are not inferior to the beſt in the city. Another 
of the ſuburbs is inhabited by Georgian Chri- 
ftians, moſt of whom are rich merchants as 
well as the Armenians; and on the weſt end of 
the city are the ſuburbs inhabited by the Geter:, 
faid to be the deſcendants of the ancient Per- 


frans,* | 


* See an account of theſe people in Mr. Han- 
way's Travels into Perſia, Chap. XI. 
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They leave Iſpahan, and are refuſed Admiſſion in. 
to ſeveral Villages, A Deſcription of the Poſs 
of Pylas at the Entrance of Ghilan, and à 
View of that fine Province. They arrive at 
Scamachie, with an Account of the Ceremo- 
nies with which the Khan received from the 
Sophi a rich Habit, as a mark of the Continu- 
ance of his Favour. A Deſcription of Derbent: 
Of the Ruins of a Wall 5o Miles in Length, 
and the great Number of Tombs near that C Hy, 


H E Ambaſſadors left /þahan on the 21ſt 

A of December in the evening, and after 
being treated with a collation, at the diſtance 
of a league from the city, proceeded that 
night three leagues to the village of Re/chman; 
where they ſtaid all the following day, when 
the Auguſtine Fryars at 1/pahan, ſome French 
merchants, and Mr. Mandeſlo, who had ob- 
tained permiſſion from the Duke of Hol/ein 
to travel into the Indies, took their leave of 
them, and the latter informed them, that the 
Sophi's Ambaſſador to Holſtein was to follow 
them in a few days, and to carry with him 
preſents for the Duke to the value of 25,009 
crowns, 

They proceeded on their journey without 
any accident till the 6th of January, 1638 ; 
but had ſcarce left the city of Kom, when the 
' | Ambaſſador 
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Ambaſſador Brugman having a fall from his 
borſe, put his right arm out of joint, which 
obliged them to ſtay all the next day at Saba; 
but they continued their journey on the Sth. 
They now found the ground covered half a 
foot deep with ſnow, which continued till they 
reached the mountains of Ghilar. 

On the gth, they met with an Ambaſſador 
from the King of Poland to the Sophi, whoſe 
train conſiſted only of 25 perſons; he having 
been obliged by the Maſcovites to ſend back the 
far greateſt part of his retinue from Smolenſto. 


This Ambaſſador delivered to them a letter 


from an Armenian Biſhop they had ſeen at 4/- 
tracan, in which they were informed, that a 
conſiderable quantity of proviſions were laid 
up in that city for their uſe. They intended 
to have lain that night at the village of Ara- 
feng, and ſent an harbinger to prepare their 
lodgings; but the inhabitants, remembring that 
the Ambaſſador Brugman had affronted the 
Judge of the village by throwing in his face 
both the water and baſon, which that Magi- 
ſtrate had brought to Brugman to waſh bis 
hands, they refuſed them entrance, and the 
villages of Dowlet, Abath, and Ketzi/an, alſo 
following their example, they were forced to 
travel three leagues farther through ſlippery 
ways, to the village of Kulluſtur; by which 
means their beaſts were ſo tired, that molt of 
their people were forced to travel on foot, and 
ſome were left behind, who were ſent for after 
their arrival the next day at Cain, where 

- they 
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they were obliged to ſtay nine days, till freſh 
cattle could be provided for their journey. 


On the 2oth of January they left Caſuin, 


and on the 22d paſſed ſeven leagues over moun- 
rains of different colours, as yellow, red, green 
and blue, which afforded a very delightful 
proſpet. Through theſe mountains runs a 
brook, that has ſuch a variety of turnings 
and windings, that they croſſed it above thirty 
times that day, and in the evening paſſed the 
river Senderuth, over a bridge that joins the 
two mountains, between which it runs, and at 
night lodged in a village fituated in a pleaſant 
valley. 

The next day they proceeded two leagues by 
the ſide of a foreſt of olive trees, at the ex- 
tremity of which, they found themſelves at 2 
place famous in antiquity, under the name of 
Fauces Hyrcaniæ; but in the time of Alexander 
the Great, and among the modern Perſiaus, 
known by that of Pylas. It is a very narrow 
paſs into the province of Ghilan, where two 
rapid rivers joining, fall with a moſt dreadfut 
noiſe from the rocks. The river formed by 
this confluence, is called //paruth ; but before 
this junction, the largeſt was named K:/ilo/ein, 
which running under a ſtone bridge, paſſes 
into the province of Ghilan, and by two ſeveral 
channels diſcharges itſelf into the Caſpian ſea. 
This bridge has ſix large arches, each of which 
contains a good room and kitchen, beſides 
other conveniences ; ſo that theſe arches are 
dufficient to lodge a whole caravan. 


No 
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No ſooner had they paſſed the bridge than 
the road dividing into two, one leads through a 
fine champain country to Ardebil, and the other 
extends ſtrait through the province of Ghil/an, 
over the moſt dreadful precipices, it being cut 
out of the rock, and ſo ſteep and narrow, that 
it ſcarcely affords a paſſage for one loaded horſe 
or camel ; nay, in ſome places they have been 
forced to make up the defects of the rock with 
maſon's work. 'The clifts reach on the left 
hand up to the very clouds, while on the other 
fide nothing 1s to be ſeen but the moſt dread- 
ful precipices, rendered more terrible by the 
noiſe of the river, which runs with great vio- 
lence at the bottom. The Per/ians, as well as 
the Ambaſſadors retinue, were ſo aſtoniſhed at 
the ſight, that they were glad to lead their 
horſes, and even that but looſely, for fear that 
if they ſhould ſlip, they would draw their 
maſters after them. The horſes, however, pro- 
ceeded very carefully, and with ſeeming fear; 
but the camels made ſurer ſteps, putting their 
feet into places cut in the rock for that pur- 
pole. 

At the top of the mountain they found a 
cuſtom-houſe, the receiver of which made them 
a preſent of ſome fruits. They were now not 
a little aſtoniſhed at diſcovering, that though 
they had ſcarcely got out of the ſnow on the 
other ſide, the valleys were here full of bloſ- 
ſoms, and they were more and more con- 
vinced of the ſarprizing difference, when they 
found the deſcent of the ſame mountain, the 
aſcent to which had appeared ſo dicadful and 

attended 
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attended with ſuch trouble and fatigue, change 
into the moſt delightful proſpe&, and attend. 
ed with all imaginable eaſe ; the roads paſſing 
through groves of olives, cypreſs, box, citron 
and orange-trees; with theſe, that ſide of the 
mountain was entirely covered, and of the laſt 
they found ſuch plenty, that they flung oranges 
at one another for diverſion: but what even 
appeared ſtill more ſurprizing was, that the 
air which had ſufficiently pinched them the 
ſame morning, was before night very hot. 
They took up their quarters at the village of 
Py/e-Rubar, upon the banks of the river Ha- 
ruth, at the foot of the mountain. "The houlcs 
were indeed very ſmall, but the inconveniences 
they ſuffered in their lodgings were in ſome 
meaſure recompenced by the vaſt number ct 
gardens, vineyards, and fruit-trees, planted all 
around them. 

It muſt be confeſſed that the province of Gh:- 
lan is a terreſtrial paradiſe, abounding in filk, 


oil, wine, rice, tobacco and a valt variety of 


fruit, and particularly vines which ſpread their 


branches up the trees. The Caſpian ſea, as 


well as the rivers, afford the inhabitants pro- 
digious quantities of fiſh, their paſture grounds 
feed vaſt herds of cattle, and their foreſts fur- 
niſh them with veniſon and wild-fowl. This 
province ftretches along the Caſpian ſea in the 
form of a creicent, and is encompaſſed like an 
amphitheatre by a continual ridge of high 
mountains, the extremities of which extend to 
that fea, and being covered all over with trees, 


the whole province appears as if n 
3 | W121 
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with one intire incloſure of groves, whence it 
is rendered almolt inacceſſible, there being only 
four paſſes into it, and theſe ſo narrow, that 
not above one loaded camel can paſs at a time, 
Out of the mountains ariſe ſeveral rivers which 
water the adjacent plains, and render them very 
fertile. 

On the 24th of January they continued their 
journey along the river ſide, with a wood of 
olive-trees on their left, which afforded them a 
very agreeable ſhade againſt the heat of the 
ſun which was very exceſſive. Afterwards they 
paſſed over a very ſteep rock, which brought 
them into a fine plain overſpread with new 
graſs, interſperſed with violets that communi- 
cated their fragrance to the air. They lodged 
that night in a village, where they found the 
houſes covered with flates and tiles, on account 
of the frequent rains which fall there. 

The next day, after travelling five leagues, 
they reached the city of Re/chd, where the 
woods are bordered with corn fields parted by 
deep trenches, into which they let in the water 
and uſe it in watering the grounds when the heat 
of the ſummer has dried ap that of the rivers 
near their ſources. 'The country people near 
this city apply themſelves chiefly to the cul- 
tivation of rice,, and their houſes lie ſcattered 
at the end of each piece of ground. 

The city of Re/chd, the capital of the pro- 
vince of Ghilan, is of a conſiderable bigneſs, 
but without the leaſt defence; and is ſo well 
planted with trees, that the houſes are not diſ- 
covered from among them till you enter the 
Vol. XIV, K | ſtreets. 
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ſtreets. It is ſituated in 380 north latitude, and 
in 50 longitude from London. The houſes are in 
not ſo well built as thoſe of the other cities th 
of Pera, but are all covered with lates or 
tiles; their greateſt ornaments on the outſide 


are the vaſt number of citron and orange trees, 5 
The market-place, which is very large, has a It 
great number of ſhops, and proviſions are very W 
cheap. 

Having ſtaid five days at Re/chd, they left Wt al 
that city on the zoth of January in the morn- w 
ang, and travelled all that day in a ſpacious {MW o 


plain which extends to the very borders of Gh:- 
lan. It was planted with box and mulberry- 
trees, and watered by many rivers that have 
very high bridges. Having proceeded four 
leagues, they took up their quarters at X/ma, 

The next day they continued their journey 
through the plain, for four leagues, when they 
found the country ſo well ſtocked with mul- 
berry-trees, that at a diſtance they reſembled a 
foreſt, They alſo ſaw many vineyards, and to- 
wards evening met the Calenter or Deputy 
Governor of Kefer, at the head of zo horſe, 
and a mule laden with wine, fruits, and other 
proviſions, of which the Ambaſſadors took a 
collation in the fields, They were ſoon after 
met by the Khan or Governor, accompanied 
by two gentlemen on horſeback, who received 
the Ambaſſadors with more than ordinary ci- 
vility, and conducted them to his own houſe at 
Kurab, and after having treated them with a 
good collation of fruit and preſerves, ordered 
certain gentlemen to attend them to the lodg- 
ings 
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ings prepared for them in the city, and made 
them a preſent of four wild boars. 

The ſmall city of Kurab is ſeated among a 


great number of trees at the ſame diſtance from 
the Caſpian ſea as Re/chd, that is two leagues. 


It is chiefly famous for the birth of Shah S, 
who was then on the throne. 

They left Kurab on the firſt of February 
about ten in the morning, when the weather 
was very fair and hot; the Khan taking leave 
of them when they had proceeded a league from 
the city, ordered the Calenter, a young man 


| of an amiable difpoſition, to conduct them 


through his government. When they had pro- 
ceeded two leagues, they came to the Ca/piar 
ſea, and having travelled about a league alon 

the ſhore, took up their lodgings at a houſe 
near the torrent of Naſſeru. The next day they 
continued their journey along the ſea ſide, to the 
north-weſt, for fix leagues together, and that 
day paſſed at leaſt fourteen ſmall rivers or ra- 
ther torrents. About noon their Calenter left 
chem to the conduct of the Calenter of A/ara, 
who received them on the banks of the river 
Dinat/ar, the common boundary between the 


| governments of Kaſtker and A/tara, and con- 


ducted them from the high road through ſome 
corn fields to the village of Sengar-Haſara, where 
they lodged that night and were regaled with 
five wild boars, of which there are vaſt num- 
bers in the adjacent foreſt, becauſe they are 


ſeldom hunted by the Perſans, who are not 


permitted to eat them. | 
ks K 2 On 


Sluts” a. 


. root ro; alli 


od ew 


9 FT nt WE 


» — — Za a 


"5 —_—_—— 


— _— 
ar 2 3 


* 
Ly 


100 Travers of the Holſtein Ambaſſaaors 


On the 3d they ſet out early in the morn- 
ing, and proceeding ſeven leagues to the eaſt 
north-eaſt, at night took up their lodging in a 
miſerable village. The next day being pro- 
vided with freſh horſes, they continued their 
Journey four leagues along the ſea-coaſt to the 
north, and then paſſed through a foreſt two 
leagues in length, in which they croſſed no leſs 
than twenty-two rivers. About half a league 


from the village where they were to take up 


their lodgings, they were met by the Khan of 
Aſtara at the head of 200 horſe, who con- 
ducted the Ambaſſadors to the village of Cho/- 
kedehene, ſituated upon a river of the ſame 
name, which runs through it. ; 

They found the vines 1n theſe parts as large 
in bulk as a man's middle. The next day being 
the concluſion of the Per/ian lent, the Khan en- 
tertained the Ambaſſadors at a noble feaſt, 
when he put them upon their guard, by in- 
forming them of the danger they were in of be- 
ing attacked by the Coſacks, who had two 
years before plundered the city of Re/chd. 

On the 7th of February, they proceeded 
ſeven leagues along the ſea-ſhore to the pals 
which leads into the province of Lengerkunan. 
This 1s a narrow bank, raiſed between the 
mountains and the fens, and the only paſlage 
on this fide out of the province of Ghilan. At 
the end of this cauſeway is the river Serdane, 
from whence they proceed to Lenkeran, where 
they ſtaid three days for ſome perſons belong- 
ing to their train, who had been left 8 
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and alſo to refreſh their camels, and get freſh 
horſes. 

On the 11th, they continued their journey 
five leagues to K:/ilagats, croſſing four great 
rivers. The city 1s ſmall; it is about half a 
league from the ſea, and ſituated upon a ſmall 
river in a fine plain. From hence they had a 
full view of the mountains of G-4:/an, to the 
weſt-north-weſt, ſinking by degrees into little 
hills towards the country of Mokarn. At the 
foot of the mountains were ſeveral handſome 
villages, and a great number of trees planted 
in a ſtrait line along a very large tract of paſ- 
ture ground. 

On the 12th of February, they purſued their 
journey through a champain country, and took 
up their quarters at night in the village of E/- 
ligſdu, ſeated at the foot of a very fertile hill. 
The village being inhabited only by ſoldiers, 
maintained out of the King's demeſnes in thoſe 
parts, the houſes were very mean, they being 


made of laths plaſtered with clay. 


The Ambaſſador Brugman's groom would 
have gone into the firſt houſe he came to, with 
one of the led horſes, when the Kifilibach, or 
ſoldier to whom it belonged, told him that his 
houſe was free from quartering, and that be- 
ſides he had no convenience for horſes, and 
having a ſtick in his hand, gave the horſe a 
ſlight blow on the head. Brugman, who ſaw 
the diſpute, inſtantly diſmounted, and in a 
rage ruſhed into the houſe, when the ſoldier 
not knowing him, ſtood upon the defenſive, 
and gave him ſuch a blow on the arm, that he 
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cried out for help. His domeſtics immediately 
ran to his aſſiſtance, and the poor fellow was 
ſo terribly beat in his own houſe, that he at 
laſt with great difficulty crawled out of it. 
Notwithſtanding this, the Ambaſſador com- 
plained to the Mehemander, who anſwered, 
that he had no power over the Kifilibachs, 
whoſe ſuperior officer was not there, and that 
he who had injured him had received ſuch a 
chaſtiſement, that he doubted whether he would 
recover, however, he might take what farther 
ſatisfaction he thought fit. Preſuming on this 
permiſhon, Brugman immediately fent to plun- 
der the Kiſilibach's houſe, and ordered his Horſe 
and arms to be brought away. The next day, 
he got together all his retinue, and cauſed it 
to 2 publiſned by ſound of drum, that he 
ſhould depart immediately and that all who 
would ftay might do it at their peril. 

Not one of the eompany, not even his col- 
league, knew his deſign; but it was ſoon diſ- 
covered, when being mounted, he ſtopped at 
the Ambaſſador Cru/ius's lodgings, and there 
deſired the Mehemander to bring forth the man 
who had ſtruck him the day before ; but he ob- 
jected, that he was ſo dangerouſly wounded, 
that he was unable to riſe. Yet Brugman order- 
ed him to be brought in a coverlet, and not- 
withſtanding the entreaties of the other Per/fians 
in kis behalf, commanded an Armenian, who 
was interpreter for the Turki/- language, to beat 
him with a cudgel. The poor man was ſoon 
killed, and then Brugman, turning to the Me- 
hemander and the other Per/ians, told _ 
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that if Shah S/ did not revenge the affront he 
had received, he would ſoon return with ſufh- 
cient force to obtain ſatisfaftion, The other 
ſoldiers ſhewed that they neither wanted the 
will nor the courage to cut them all to pieces, 
and only ſeemed reſtrained by the preſence of 
the Mehemander, who ſtaid behind to pacify 
them, and afterwards prevailed on Brugman to 
return the horſe, arms and furniture to the wife 
and children of the deceaſed. 

They proceeded the three following days 
over the heath of Mokar. On the 15th at night, 
they came within a mile of the river Aras, an- 
ciently called Araxes, and on the 2oth reached 
the city of Scamachie, when by the Khan's ſpe- 
cial order they were lodged with the ſame Ar- 
menians who had been their landlords at the time 
of their firſt paſſage through that city. On 
the 22d of February, the Khan and Calenter 
came in perſon to invite the Ambaſſadors and 
their retinue to ſupper. The entertainment 
was very magnificent ; but what was moſt oblig- 
ing, was the offers of the Khan's friendſhip 
and ſervice; and during a ſtay of five weeks 
he took all imaginable opportunities of render- 
ing their abode in that city agreeable. | 

On the firſt of March the Maſcowite Envoy ce- 
lebrated the birth-day of the Czar his maſter, 
by a great and ſplendid entertainment, as the 
Khan did the 3d, 6th and 10th, on account of 
the New-year, when the Ambaſſadors were 
ſplendidly entertained at his own palace. 

On the 14th of March, Areb Khan received 
the garment, according to the cuſtom of Per/a, 
| 25 
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as a mark of the continuance of the Sophi's 
favour : for after the Governors have ſent their 
preſents to the Sophi, he ſends them a meſſen- 
| an to inform them, of his favour or diſplea- 
ure; who being come near the city where 

the Governor reſides, gives him notice of his 
arrival, when the Khan not being ſure that he 
is ever likely to return, takes his leave of the 
whole city, and accompanied by all his friends, 
goes a league to meet the Envoy ; who no ſooner 
ſees him coming, but he makes a halt, and 
the Governor, after having laid afide his ſword, 
turbant and upper garment, alights, and in a 
ſubmiſſive poſture approaches the Envoy, who 
delivers him out of a box covered with rich 
tapeſtry, a letter of grace and a rich garment, or 
elſe demands his head, which 1s cut off imme- 
diately, and put into the box. Areb Khan 
having, however, received ſome private affur- 
ance of his Sovereign's favour, and being will- 
ing that the Ambaſſadors ſhould be preſent at 
this ſolemnity, defired their company, to which 
they conſented. He appeared on horſeback with- 
out arms, with ſeveral fine led horſes before 
him, and a guard of fifteen carabiners, beſides 
a retinue of above 400 gentlemen and certain 
perſons carrying on the tops of long poles, the 
heads of ſome Turks, and the Turki/p colours 
Areb had taken. Being come in this order to 
the Sophi's garden without the city, and ſeeing 
the meſſenger ſtanding at the entrance with a 
box in his hand, the Khan, on being come with- 
in twelve paces of him, laid aſide his garment 
and turbant, with a cheariul countenance ; but 
Was 
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was a little ſtartled when he heard the Envoy 
ſay nothing, till at laſt breaking ſilence, he cried, 
Shah Sefi ſendi thee a garment and a letter of fa- 
wour, thou art certainly beloved by the Sophi. To 
which the Khan briſkly replied, I wiſh the So- 
phi's wealth to increaſe for ever, and that every 
day of his life may be multiplied to a thouſand. I 
am one of his Majeſty's old ſervants, Then taking 
the garment which was of ſea green ſattin, a 
rocket of cloth of gold, a girdle and turbant, 
the meſſenger aſſiſted him in putting them on, 
and was preſented with ſome tomans. The ce- 
remony concluded with the Caſi's or Judge's 
prayer, which ended, the Khan's ſteward cried 
out aloud, We pray for the Sophi's proſperity, the 
happy ſucceſs of his arms, and the Khan's health ; 
to which the people anſwered, Alla, Alla, Alla. 
The Khan then returned to the city with the 
trumpets aud timbrels ſounding, and the Turks 
heads and colours carric:! before him, and on 
his arrival, invited the Am baſſadors to dinner; 
but having that day drank very freely, he was 
forced to retire before it was over, and the 
whole company withdrew ſoon after. 

The 22d being Holy Thur/day, they ſaw the 
Armenians perform the ceremony of waſhing the 
feet, which was done at church, when the Prieſt 


. waſhed the right foot of the men, and the left 


of the women, and afterwards made upon them 
the fign of the croſs with conſecrated butter. 
This done he was ſet in a chair, and raiſed up 
by twelve men, who kept him in the air with 
ſeveral acclamations, till he had invited them 
to dinner, 

On 
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On the zoth leaving Scamachie, they marched 
toPyrmaras, and the next day travelled fix leagues 
over the mountains without ſeeing a ſingle vil. 
lage, till they took up their quarters at night, 
On the firſt of April, they advanced over hills 
and through ſome vallies, that produce great 
quantities of millet ; and the next day leaving 
the hills, got into the plain country, and came 
within a mile of the ſea. As they paſſed along, 
they ſaw within the compaſs of 50 paces, no 
leſs than 30 ſprings of naphtha, a kind of me- 
dicinal oil or rather a petroleum. Some of 
theſe were white and others black, bnt there are 
more of the laſt than the firſt, The pits were 
about fifteen or ſixteen feet deep. 

On the 3d they travelled only two leagues, 
over three little rivers to Schabran, where the 
neighbouring mountains are inhabited by a 
people called Padars, who live upon rapine, 
and make their excurſions in ſmall troops for 
20 leagues round, in order to rob travellers, 
The Mebemander being informed that they had 
been at Schabran to inquire after the Ambaſſa- 
dors ſtrength, adviſed the retinue to be upon 
their guard, to keep cloſe together and in fight 
of the baggage. Having the next day paſted 
four leagues through a pleaſant hilly country, 
they came up with a caravan of Mo/cowire and 
Circaſſian merchants, who looking upon them 
as a ſure defence againſt theſe robbers, ſeemed 
extremely glad of their company. Soon after 
one of the gang appeared at a diſtance, in 
order to take a view of them ; but twelve Per- 


fans being ſent by the Mehemander to ap- 
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grehend him, he eſcaped in the wood, leavin 


behind him a good ox which he had ſtolen, 
and which was preſented to the Ambaſſadors. 
In the afternoon they paſſed through the fens 
within two leagues of Nia/abath, On the 5th 
they travelled eight leagues through one con- 
tinued foreſt, and two days after reached the 
city of Derbent, where they were met only by 
a number of Kiſilibachs, the Governor not chu- 
ſing to leave the caſtle. 

The city of Derbent, which is fituated ing 19 
eaſt longitude, and in 41* 15” north latitude, 
is a league in length and 450 paces broad, and 
may properly be called the gate of Perſia on 
that ſide, becauſe it reaches exactly from the 
foot of the mountain to the ſea ſhore, where 
the waves ſometimes beat over the walls. The 
modern Per/ians aflert, that its caſtle and wall 
on the ſouth fide were built by Alexander the 
Great. Theſe are near five feet thick, of a 
great height, and appear at a diſtance as if 
built with freeſtone, though they are only form- 
ed of muſcle ſhells, and pieces of freeſtone bea- 
ten to powder, and moulded like brick ; but 
time has cemented this ſubſtance to ſuch a de- 
gree of hardneſs that no marble is comparable 
to it. The caſtle, which is the ordinary re- 
dence of the Governor, is built upon the top 
of a mountain, and furniſhed with a garriſon of 
500 men who keep conſtant guard. The moſt 
populous quarter of this city is at the foot of 
the mountain ; but the lower town, which was 
formerly inhabited by the Greeks, is moſtly 
converted into gardens. | 


All 
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All the neighbouring coaſt is one intire rock, 
and the walls on that fide are fo broad that a 
waggon may be eaſily driven upon them. 

The adjacent mountain is full of wood, not- 
withſtanding which are ſtill to be ſeen the ru- 
ins of a wall, extending above 50 leagues in 
length, and is ſaid to have anciently reached 
from the Caſpian to the Euxine ſeas. In ſeveral 
places it ſtill appears five or ſix feet high from 
the ground, in others two or three, and in ſome 
Places there are no remains of it left. On the 
adjacent hills are alſo the ruins of many anci- 
ent caſtles, two of which remain intire, and 
have garriſons for their defence, as have alſo 
ſeveral wooden redoubts, built in certain a- 
venues. x 

On one ſide of the city are ſive or 6008 
tombs covered with grave-ftones, which ex- 
ceed the ordinary ſtature of men, and have 
ſome Arabic inſcriptions upon them. It is ſaid 
that Kaſan King of Media, here-engaging the 
Dage/ian Tartars, was routed, and afterwards 
ordered theſe tombs to be made for his officers 
ſlain in the battle. Near the ſea ſhore are 40 
tombs much larger than the former, encom- 
8 with a very high wall; theſe are ſaid to 

the tombs of ſome of his Lords and holy 
men, and both the Perſians and Tartars per- 
form their devotions in theſe ſepulchres. 

The inhabitants of Derbent are all Mahome- 
rang, except a few Fewws, who are ſazd to be of 
the tribe of Benjamin. It is a place of no trade, 
and both the ſoldiers and inhabitants being an 
inſolent uncivilized people, the Mehemander 
deſired 
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deſired the Ambaſſadors to be upon their guard. 
Therefore to remove all opportunities of quar- 
relling, ſtri& orders were given to the reti- 
nue not to give the leaſt offence to any of the 
ſoldiers or inhabitants, and to be careful not 
to intermeddle in their quarrels: and though 
the Khan of Tartu, who had paid the Ambaſ- 
ſadors a viſit in their firſt paſſage that way, of- 
fered to conduct them ſafely through the Tar- 
tars of Dagheſtan, yet the Ambaſſadors, con- 
ſidering that he himſelf was a Dagheftan Tar- 
tar, ſent him word, that they would not give 
him any trouble, and immediately ordered all 
the arms to be examined, when they were found 
to conſiſt of 52 muſquets and fuzees, 19 caſes 
of piſtols, two braſs guns, and four murder- 
ing pieces. 

Ar length they got every thing in readineſs 
for their departure, and as there was no proba- 
bility of their obtaining bread for ſome time, 
every man had four days allowance delivered 
to him ; but on the 13th, juſt as they were ready 
to ſet forward, they were informed that the Go- 
vernor had cauſed the city gates to be ſhut, 
and he, 5 aſked by the Mehemander his 

0 


reaſon for doing, anſwered, that havin 


received intelligence that one Om a Tartar 


Prince near Derbent, intended to attack them 
in their way, he being anſwerable for their 
ſafety to the Sophi, could not ſuffer them to 
depart without a convoy, which not bein 

ready, he. deſired they would defer their de- 


parture till the next day. This they were ſen- 
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ſible was no more than an excuſe, and though 
they were not defirons of his convoy, they 
thanked him for his care, only defiring leave 
to go out of the city, where they would wait 
for the convoy, which being readily granted, 
they pitched their tents at about a mile's dif. 
tance, near a fine vineyard upon the bank of a 
ſmall river, that is the common boundary be- 
tween the Perſian dominions and thoſe of the 
Dagheſtan T artars. 
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CHAP. XII. 


They leave Derbent without a Convoy, A De- 
| ſcription of the Dagheſtan Tartars, who are 
= affronted by the Ambaſſador Brugman. The 
Vexations they meet with at Tarkin the Capi- 
tal, and the dreadful Apprehenſions they are 
under of being attacked by thoje, and other 
Tartarian Nations. They at length arrive at 
the Town of Andre, where they are kindly en- 
tertaiued. They leave that City and enter Cir- 
caſſia, where they ſee many Serpents and a pecu- 
£ liar kind of Field-Mice. They arrive at Terki; 
2 proceed through a deſolate Foreſt to Aſtrachan; 
: arrive as Moſeow, and leaving that City, re- 
4 turn to Gottorp. 


| "5 EV ſtaid the next morning till the ſun 
0 had rifen three hours, for the convoy pro- 
miſed them by the Governor; but none ap- 
pearing, they proceeded on their journey. Their 
three Lieutenants, with the ſoldiers under their 
command, marched in the van; after them 
came a field piece, and the four murdering 
pieces; then the baggage, and the Ambaſſador 
Crufius; and theſe were followed by another 
feld-piece, by the Ambaſſador Brugman and 
the reſt of the retinue. In this order they en- 
P, tered the country of Dagheftan. 
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The Daghe/tan Tartars dwell among the 
mountains and in the plains at their foot, which 
in ſome places are 20 or 3o leagues diſtant 
from the Caſpian ſea, and theſe plains extend 
along the coaſt to the north as far as Terk;, 
"comprehending a tract of 40 leagues. The 
complexion of theſe Tartars is # dark yellow 
inclining to black. They have very diſagree- 
able faces, but have ſtrong limbs, and their 
black hair falls round their ſhoulders. Their 
garments are a grey or black cloſe coat, of 
coarſe cloth, over which they wear a cloak of 
the ſame ſtuff, and ſometimes of ſheep-ſkin. 
They have ſquare caps patched together with 
Cloth of ſeveral colours, and their ſhoes are of 
ſheep-ſkin or horſe's hide, and are made of one 
piece ſewed together at the inſtep or at the 
ſides; and they are armed with ſcymeters, 
bows, arrows and javelins. They live chiefly 
upon their cattle, the management of which 
intirely depends upon their women, the mens 
profeſſion being to rob and ſteal: they even 
attack all they meet, without being afraid ei- 
ther of the Perſians or Maſcowites, on account 
of their retreating places among the mountains; 


ſo that the caravans, if not ſtrong enough to en- 


counter them, muſt proceed by ſea. They are 
not governed by one ſingle perſon, but each 
city with its territories has its peculiar Lord; 
who is not abſolute, but ſhares the govern- 
ment with the other Lords. He is called the 
Schemkal, and upon his death the Murſas or 
Lords of the country meet, and being ſat down 
in a circle, the Prieſt of the place throws a gol- 

en 
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den apple into it, and he who is firſt touched 
by it, is the Schemkal. 

Having travelled five leagues through ſeve. 
ral villages and fertile fields, they fortified 
themſelves with their baggage, and placed ſen. 
tinels to prevent being ſurprized. The next 
day they travelled fix leagues through a hilly 
country; entered the lordihip of Boinackh, and 
fixed their quarters near a village of the ſame 
name, on the aſcent of a hill, which being in- 
acceſſible to the ſea ſide, they took care to 

uard their quarters with their baggage, placed 
in the form of a creſcent. The Lord of this 
country 1s not very powerful, but extreme- 
ly wealthy in cattle. Here the Ambaſſador 
Brugman, being vexed at the inhabitants ſtand- 
ing to ſtare at them, would have had ſome fire. 
locks without ball diſcharged to make them 
keep off, and was highly incenſed at the men 
who had the prudence not to execute his com- 
mand. Theſe barbarians, who did not want 
courage, were highly offended at the marks he 
ſhewed of diſlike, and told the people in plain 
terms, that they, and not the Ambaſſadors, were 
maſters of the country ; that they were in no 
great fear either of the Sophi of Per/a, or the 
Czar of Mo/covy, and that they could eaſil 
make theſe ſtrangers repent their haughtineſ, 
They even refuſed to allow them to fetch wa- 
ter without paying for it, but finding that the 
well was within reach of their cannon, they did 
not think fit to diſpute that point any longer 
with them. The Schemkal alſo ſent them word 
the ſame night, that they ſhould nor ſtir thence 
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till he had vifited their baggage; but the Am- 
baſſadors anſwering, that they were not mer- 
Chants but _ Ambaſladors, and as ſuch would 
maintain their prerogative, they heard no more 
of him. þ 

On the 16th they ſet out early in the morn- 
ing, and ſaw ſeveral ſmall troops of Tarrars, 
ſometimes before and ſometimes behind them; 
but after a journey of ſeven leagues, they 

itched their tents near the city of Tartu with- 
in a league of the ſea. The Khan being ſick, 
he ſent his brother and three other perſons of 
diſtinction to compliment them on their arri- 
val; in return for which, they ſent him their 
phyſician, who ſucceeded fo well in the cure, 
that the Khan returned them his thanks for 
this favour. 

Tarku, the metropolis of all Dagheſtan, is in- 
cloſed within the mountains by ſteep rocks, 
Which are ſo covered with ſhells of the ſize of 
a walnut, that they ſeem at a diſtance to con- 
fiſt of nothing elſe; and though the rock is as 
hard as flint, yet it affords very good paſtureon 
its top, and many fine ſprings that furniſh the 
city with freſh water. Tarks is without walls, 
and contains about 1000 houſes built after the 
Per/ian manner, but not ſo well. The men 


are here very ſavage and barbarous, but their 


married women and maids are pretty well civi- 
lized, and do not live under the ſame reſtraint 
as thoſe of Perſia. 

Though the Khan, whoſe name was Surchou, 
had almoſt complimented them into a good 


opinion of his ſincerity, they were ſoon con- 
vinced 
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vinced that they were never in greater danger. 
They would fain have perſuaded their Mehe- 
mander to have proceeded with them to Terk; 
but he excuſed himſelf, by alledging, that he 
had expreſs orders to conduct them only tb 
Tarku, and while they were in treaty with the 
camel drivers to carry their baggage thither, 
he, without their knowledge, returned back 
in the night, and took them with him. The 
ſurprize of this ſudden departure was not 2. 
little increaſed by what they were told by 

* two Meſcovite women, who had married Tar 

are, and who informed them that thoſe of Of 
= myn Boinack, had ſent word to Surchon Khans 
that the Ambaſſadors had paſſed their country» 
and that inſtead of paying the duties for their 
= merchandize and baggage, they had the inſo- 
& lence to threaten «hem, and therefore they were 
reſolved to be revenged, by killing all the old 
men, and making the reſt ſlaves. Upon hear- 
ing this news, and obſerving that not the leaſt 
care was taken for their departure, and alſo, 

that meſſengers were conftantly paſſing between 
theſe Tertarian chiefs; the Ambaſſadors ſum- 
moned a council, conſiſting of all the princi- 

pal perſons of the retinue, to conſult what was 

WT beſt to be done in this extremity. At this 

Wuncture ſome could not forbear reflecting on 

the Ambaſſador Brugman's conduct, in exaſ- 

perating the people; but as this afforded them 

o relief, it was reſolved, as there were no 

Hopes of eſcape, to ſel] their lives as dear as 

poſſible, rather than fall into the hands of theſe 

barbarians. Indeed, they afterwards found n 

the 
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theſe chiefs were aQtually concerting meaſures 


to attack them, which they would have done, 


had not the Schemkal, thinking they had a vaſt 
treaſure along with them, flattered himſelf with 
the hopes of getting the whole booty himſelf; 
for this purpoſe he ſent to let them know that 
he would have them take their way over the 
bridge of boats above the city where he fe- 
fided, and that if they choſe any other way, 
he muſt look upon them as enemies. The 
meſſenger had no ſooner concluded, but he was 
going away without expecting an anſwer, when 
the Mo/covite Envoy boldly ſeizing him by the 
arm cried, ** Friend, tell the Schemkal it is 
„ not his buſineſs to direct the way we are 
* to take, which we ſhall chuſe at our own 


.«*« pleaſure. Perhaps it may not be difficult 


« for him to cut off a handful of men; but 
„ let him know that the Czar my Maſter, 
« whoſe honour lies at ſtake, will take a moſt 
« dreadful revenge.” 

This bold anſwer made the Tartars change 
their reſolutions; even four of their Princes 
now paid the Ambaſſadors a viſit, in their tent, 
and ſtaid dinner with them, and theſe were fol- 
lowed by the Prince of O/myn's brother, and 
the Daruga of Tarku, who frankly told them, 
that they ought not to rely upon the Khan's 

romiſes, till they had made him their friend 
y giving him a preſent. They accordingly 
ſent him a pair of gold bracelets, a piſtol, a 
fuzee, a barrel of powder, two pieces of Per- 
fian ſattin, and ſome ſpices, which put him in 
ſo. good a humour, that he not only promiſed 
| | the 


” _ ww 2. 


CY - EW. B® 


co CY <> CD oo# © CB w 4 


— — 


„ 


through Mos cov into PERSIA. 117 


the Ambaſſadors to let them have for their 
money, whatever they wanted; but invited 
them and four of their retinue to dinner, and 
entertained them with eight diſhes of mutton, 
curds, whitings, and rice. Their drink was 
water in glaſſes, and afterwards brandy in ſilver 
cups. After dinner the Khan, by his own de- 
fire, was entertained three hours with their mu- 
ſic, after which meat was brought in again, and 
one of the carvers having minced it, ſerved it 
up by handfuls, while they were obliged to ſhew 
no ſigns of diſguſt. They were alſo invited to 
ſeveral other entertaĩinments. 

On the 23d of April, the waggons for their 
baggage being got ready and loaded, Surchou 
Khan ſent to let them know, that he had re- 
ceived intelligence that the Schemkal Sultan 
Mahmud lay in ambuſh to intercept their paſ- 
ſage, and that therefore he could not permit 
them to depart. The ſame evening 20 Tartarian 
horſemen well armed, pitched their tents near 
them, and being aſked what brought them thi- 
ther, replied, they had been ſent by Prince 
O/myn to the Schemkal, to inform him, that the 
Ambaſſadors being friends to the Sophi of Per- 
ſia and the Czar of Mo/couvy, he had let them 
paſs unmoleſted, without paying any duties, 
and deſired him to do fo too, which the Schem- 
kal had promiſed. Theſe Tartars departed 
early the next morning, and ſoon after two 
meſſengers came from the Schemkal to know 
the reaſon why the Ambaſſadors did not pro- 
ceed on their journey, and to promiſe them all 
imaginable aſſiſtance, provided they took the 

way 
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way he had directed. Theſe were no ſooner 


gone, than Surchou Khan came ih perſon, to 
pay the Ambaſſadors a viſit, and let them know, 
that every thing was ready for their journey ; 
but that knowing the Schemkal better than 
they did, he would adviſe them to ſtay eight 
days longer, in which time he hoped to ſee the 
Perſian Ambaſſador there, and he would then 
provide a ſufficient” convoy. Theſe inſinu- 
ations threw them into a greater perplexity 
than ever, not knowing whom they had to 
truſt. In this extremity, they had recourſe to 
the Governor of Terdi, whom they defired to 
ſend them a convoy of Strelitzers ; but this he 
abſolutely refuſed. In the mean while, fome 
Armenian merchants, who had ſtaid in hopes of 
poing in their company, ſuddenly retired into 
the city, upon a rumour that 200 Tartars in- 
tended to attack the Ambaſſadors. To add to 
their affliction, the continual rains had pene- 
trated through their tents and cloaks, and pre- 
vented their making any fires ; and they durſt 
not venture themſelves in the Tartarian huts, 
for fear of being ſeized and made ſlaves, Theſe 
and other circumſtances rendered their condi- 
tion extremely deplorable, not knowing what 
reſolution they had to take. At length, they 
ſent a meſſenger to the Schemkal to defire a 
paſſage, who returned the next day with four 
Tartars, and brought them word that the Schem- 
kal was much ſurprized at the character Sur- 
chou Khan had unjuſtly given of him: that 
he offered them all his intereſt and ſervice to 


forward them in their journty, and as a — 
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of his ſincerity would ſend them three of the 
| principal men in his dominions, as hoſtages 
ö for their paſſing ſafely through his territories. 
Upon theſe pr Ao they left Tartu on the 
] 12th of May, and travelled two leagues thro? 
L a plain, but barren country, to a rivulet that 
- parts the territories of the Prince of Tartu, and 
1 Schemkal Sultan Mahmud, where they were 
- forced to be contented with bread and muddy 
y © water for their ſupper. 
0 

0 

0 


On the 14th, they proceeded to the river 
Koiſu, which is deep and rapid; near it the 
town of Andre is ſituated upon the ſide of a hill, 
and is the ordinary reſidence of the Schemkal. 
Over this river they and all their baggage, car- 
ried in 70 waggons, were conveyed by the Tar- 
tars in boats, two of which were joined toge- 
- ther, and a hurdle laid over them, the ex- 
o pence of the whole being 40 crowns. Soon after 
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e- the Schemkal with his brother, and a train of 
e- Fo perſons on horſeback, came to pay them a 
it WW viſit: he was about 36 years of age, very 
s, MW r7obuſt, and of an agreeable countenance. He 
ſe had a garment of green ſattin, over which he 
i- wore a cloak of coarſe cloth. His arms, as 
at well as thoſe of his company, were a ſcymeter, 
ey dow and arrows. He brought along with him 
a ſome ſheep and lambs, and a large cauldron 
or 


full of ſturgeon, boiled in ſalt and water, with 
freſh butter and forrel for ſauce ; a diſh, which 
in their preſent circumſtances, ſeemed more a- 
greeable, than all the delicacies of Pera. They 
g entertained him with their muſic, the diſcharge 
of their artillery, and with drinking _— 
or 
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for two hours, when being got half drunk he 
retired, but returned ſoon after, and the Am- 
baſſadors preſented him with a pair of gold 
bracelets, a filver cup, a ſcarlet cloak lined with 
fur, a caſe of piſtols, a ſword, a barrel of pow- 
der, ſome Perſian ſilk ſtuffs, and ſome goats. 
ſkin dreſſed into leather. He was ſo pleaſed 
with the cloak that he put it on upon the ſpot, 
and preſented his own to the Ambaſſador Brug. 
man, who had the complaiſance to flatter him by 
ſaying, that at ſo great a diſtance, they had 
but an imperfect idea of theſe parts, and there- 
fore had not provided themſelves with preſents 
ſuitable to his greatneſs ; but that having now 
eſtabliſhed a free commerce with Per/ia, they 
would make ample amends for it the next time 
they came that way, when they would bring 
full inſtructions to enter into a perpetual league 
with him, which he did not doubt would turn 
to their mutual advantage. 'This flattery had 
ſuch an effect, that the Schemkal got horſes 
and carriages for them, at a very reaſonable 
rate, and even conducted them with 50 horſe, 
through a thick wood, and afterwards took his 
leave in a very obliging manner. 
On the 18th they entered Circaſſia, which 
though moſtly inhabited by Pagans and Mabo- 
metan Tartars, yet it was no ſmall ſatis faction 
to the Ambaſſadors and their retinue, to find 
themſelves in a country under the juriſdiction 
of a Chriſtian Prince. However, proviſions, 
and particularly, meat were here ſo ſcarce, that 
they could hardly obtain it for their money, 
o that they paid above 3o ſhillings for a 2 
| | , e 
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The next day they pitched their tents in a plain 
country full of reeds, near a well, the water of 
which was ſo muddy and ftinking, that the 
beaſts would not touch it, and they here found 
the ground full of holes made by ſerpents. The 
following day they continued their journey over 
a barren foil, four leagues to the city of Terk, 
ſeeing in the way many ſerpents of the thick- 
neſs of a man's arm, and fix feet in length, 
ſporting in the ſun, and near Terk a peculiar 
kind of ſield- mice, called by the Arabian: Jer- 
buah. They are nearly as big as a ſquirrel, 
and not unlike it in ſhape, except their bein 
of a darker colour, ad having heads like rats: 
they have long ears, and the fore feet are ſhorter 
man thoſe behind, which renders them unfit 
for running, but they will leap five or fix feet 
high from the ground, with their tails laid 
over their backs, which, like thoſe of other 
mice, are long and without hair. There are 
raſt numbers of them in Arabia and about Ha- 
bylon, where they are frequently eaten by the 
inhabitants. If they get into the houſes it is 
aid they will carry all the money they meet 
with into their neſts. 

About a mile from Terki they were met 
the brother of Prince Mu/al, with a Colonel. 
ſent by the Mo/covite Way wode, to compliment 
them on their happy arrival, and while lodg- 
ings were preparing for them in the city, they 
were entertained with a collation of ginger- 
bread, mead and brandy, The following day 
the Ambaſſadors were treated with four diſhes 
out of the Waywode's kitchen. They ſent 
Vor. XIV. M their 
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their compliments to the Princeſs Bita, Prince 
Mufſal's mother, and a few days after paid her 
a viſit in perſon, dined with her, and enter- 
tained her with their muſic. 

On the 21ſt of May, they began” to prepare 
for their departure, and bargained with the 
waggoners of T7erki, at a crown for every wag- 
gon and two horſes, to carry them aver the de- 
fart, which was 70 Teagues, to Aftrachgn ; and 
as they were now joined by many Perfian, T ur- 
kiſh, Greek and Maſcovite merchants, they had 
above 200 waggons, each of which carried 
three or four perſons ; but their allowance for 
ſo long a journey was very ſlender; for it only 
conſiſted of ſome hard biſcuit, a loaf of mouldy 
brown bread, and half a dried ſtinking ſalmon, 
for each man in the retinue. They did not 
even provide drink, becauſe the Ambaſſador 
Brugman would not be at the expence of hiring 
a waggon to carry it, and though they were not 
then very ſollicitous about it, they had ſoon 
ſufficient reaſan to repent of this ill conduct. 
For in that dreadful deſart they travelled ele- 
ven days, without ſeeing ſo much as a city or 
village, or even a hill, tree, or bird, or any 
river, but the Klar, and one ſmall brook of 
freſh water; the whole being a vaſt ſandy plain, 
which here and there produced a little graſs, 
and ſome ſtanding pools of ſalt and vipking 
water. They were therefore greatly afflicte 
with heat, thirſt, gnats, waſps, and other in- 
ſefts. However, at length they took up theic 
quarters upon the banks of the Volga, oppo- 
lite to H gchan, where many of the people, 
prompted 
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prompted by thirſt, ran up to their knees in the 
river to drink. Immediately ſome df their 
friends came from Mrachan to bid them wel- 
come, and freſh proviſions being brought them 
at the ſame time, they ſtaid all day near the 
river, to give leiſure to the Governor to pro- 
vide them lodgings. 

On the 15th of Tune, they paſſed the tiver, 
and had their quarters appointed them in a 
large ſtorehouſe without the city, near the ri- 
ver ſide, where they found a large quantity of 
proviſions fent thither by the Duke of Helſtein's 
factor at Ms/ſcoxv ; but the Ambaſſador Brag- 
man having ordered all the baggage to be ſhut 
up in one room, ſome of the retinue were ſo 
exaſperated, that they forced open the doors, 
and took aN ay their cheſts in ſpite of the ſen- 
tinel that Rood guard. 

The Ambaſſadors during their reſidence in 
this city, ſent part of their retihue with ſome 
horſes to Moſcow by land, and then bought 
two boats 60 feet long and 15 broad, aud 
hired 30 waterman to row them to Cafan. A 
few days before their departure, ſome Mo/ce- 
vite Strelitzers brought the Ambaſſadors two 
girls, one of ten, and the other of ſeven years 
of age, in order to ſell them. The firſt was the 
daughter of a Tartar of Trecos, and had been 
made priſoner by the Cofacks at the taking of 
ou, and the latter had been ſtolen not far 
from Aſlrachan, and being very young, they 
had put her naked in a bag. The Ambaſlador 
Brugman purchaſed them both, one for 25, and 
the other for 16 crowns, and after his return 
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into Holſlein preſented them to the Dutcheſs, 
who had them inſtructed and baptized. 

On the 7th of September, the Ambaſſadors di- 
vided their retinue, and each of them embark. 
ing in his own boat upon the Volga, ſailed for 
Ca/an, where they ſtaid five weeks, till the 
ice was ready to bear. On the 13th, they pro- 
ceeded on their journey in 60 ſledges, and on 
the 2d of January made their public entry into 
Moſcow, each of the Ambaſladors riding in a 
rich fledge lined with crimſon velvet, and a- 
dorned with Perfian carpets. The chief of their 
retinue being mounted on 12 white horſes out 
of the Czar's ſtables. 

On the 18th, the Ambaſſadors had their firſt 
private audience, and having a few days after 
obtained their audience of leave from the Czar, 
proceeded towards Germany, and arrived at G. 
zorp on the firſt of Augu/?, which put a period 
to their travels. 
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CHAP. I. 


Mr. Hanway /ails to Riga, from whence he pro- 
ceeds by Land by the Way of Dorpt and Narva, 
to Peterſburgh. 


M R. Elton an Engliſh gentleman, bred to 
the ſea, having agreed with the court of 


Perſia, about ſettling a trade through Raſfa 


into that empire, and afterwards entering into 


the ſervice of Nadir Shah, for whom he was to 


build ſhips in the European manner; the Engliſh 
factors belonging to the Ry/ja company, grew 
ancaſy at the apprehenſions of the offence that 

M 3 might 
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might be taken by the Raſſian court. About 
this time Mr. Hanway, a gentleman equally 
diſtinguiſhed by his piety, humanity and good 
ſenſe, being well acquainted with the nature 
of that trade, accepted of the offer of becom- 
ing partner with a factor at Peterſburgh, and 
being deſirous of ſeeing Perſia, a country fo 
famous for great and memorable events, both 
in ancient and modern hiſtory, reſolved to en- 
deavour to complete the eſtabliſhment of a 
trade, which was the object of the ſanguine 
hopes of the moſt conſiderable of our mer- 
chants. This may ſerve as an introduction to 
dis travels, which we ſhall give in as conciſe a 
manner as poſſible. 

In April 1743, this gentleman embarked in 
the river Thames on board an Engh/þ ſhip bound 
for Riga, and in May entered the Sound. This 
ftreight is about two Exgliſß miles broad, and 
the caſtle of Kronenburg, on the Daniſh ſide, 
guards the entrance, while Z/#nburg is on the 
oppoſite fide on the Sweai/ continent. The 
duty paid to the Danes on entering the Sound, 
has varied at different periods of time. The 
caſtle of Kronenburg, which is mounted with 
large cannon, projects into the water, and is 
fo far detached from the town of Elfnear, as 
to enjoy an open and delightful proſpect, and 
by its buildings, extent and verdure within 
the walls, is rendered an agreeable place. 
Elfinexr is a neat little town about 20 miles 
from Copenhagen ; it ts watered by a 22 in 
the eaſt part of it, and the ſtreets being in 
ſome places lined with trees have an agreeable 
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effect. Here the conſuls of England, France, 
Holland and Sabeden reſide; and the neighbour- 
hood of the Swedes makes the Daniſb garriſon 
ſtrict in the examination of all who come into 


the town. From Elfineur he failed by Copen- | 


hagen, where the royal palace forms a magni- 
cent proſpect from the ſea. He ſoon after 
deſcried the coaſt of Courland, which had a 
fandy and inhoſpitable appearance ; and near 


| the end of May arrived in the bay of Riga. 


The Baltic, which, on his entrance into it, 
was extremely cold, and in the middle of May 


is frequently covered with ice, was now re- 


mark: bly pleaſant, and it is not eaſy to con- 


| ceive how much the ſcene was changed for the 
better. 


Mr. Hanway, on his landing, was carried as 


| a priſoner to the caſtle of Dwwenamund, where 
| he was kept above an hour, in the company 


of common ſoldiers and under-ſecretaries; tho? 
he had letters of recommendatton from the 
Ruſſian Miniſter at the court of Landon, to 
the Great Chancellor of a; but they made 
great difficulties on the want of a paſſport, 
which it is not uſual to bring from Eugland; 


{ but the maſter of the ſhip had no ſooner p 


ſented the ordinary compliment, than they were 
received by the officer on duty, as the friends 
of his ſovereign, and from thence went by 
land about half a day's journey to Riga, where 
our Author arrived on the 2oth of May, and 
then found the weather as hot as ever he had 
felt it, though he had lived many years in Por- 
tugal: for the fun leaving the horizon only 

| three 
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three or four hours, and its refleQion con- 


tinuing a great part of that time, neither the ta 
earth nor the air has time to become tempe- i of 
No | to 


Mr. Hanway was received at Riga with the © 
greateſt kindneſs by the Britiſb factors; but 
though he produced the moſt indiſputable cre- 
dentials, he was obliged to wait in that city 
ſeventeen days as a ſtate-priſoner; for there 
being then a war between Raa and Sweden, 

the Governor had received orders, that no per- 
ſon ſhould proceed from thence without expreſs 
leave from the court then reſiding at Peter;- 
burgh. This time he ſpent as agreeably as a 
garriſon and its confines would permit ; but 
was not a little incommoded by the extreme 
heat of the weather. He was there aſſured 
by people of undoubted veracity, that after 
the melting of the ſnow, the earth being im- 
pregnated with the nitre it contains, ſometimes 
brings to maturity, in ſix weeks, the rye that 
has lain in the ground during the winter ; and 
that wheat has been ſown and reaped within 
that time. 

The city of Riga was built about the year 
1190, when this country firſt received the Chri- 
ian religion. It is the metropolis of Livonia, 
and is fituated in 579. north latitude, on the 
north-eaſt ſide of the Dwena, which ruris into 
the gulph of Riga. It was taken from the 
Swedes by Peter the Great in 1710, and the 
magiſtracy preſerve the civil power, and their 

antient immunities ; while the burghers have 
the ſole right of buying of the Polifp and 
Ru. an 
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Rufjian merchants; conſequently the Engliſh 
factors, and other foreigners, can only buy 


| of the burghers. There is a provincial court 
| for the affairs of the province, conſidered as 
| diſtint from the city, and beſides the cor- 


poration of burghers, which has ſolely the 
management of the city affairs, the crown has 


# court under the Ruffan laws, which takes 
| cognizance of the aſſeſſments for quartering of 
| foldiers, and other affairs relating to the go- 
vernment. 


The Devena is generally frozen about the 


end of November, and open again near the 
middle of March ; ſo that it has the advantage 
of Peterſburgh, where the Newa is cloſed about 
| ſix weeks longer. When the ice breaks up, it 
$ frequently comes down in ſuch large pieces, as 
to remove points of land, and form banks, that 
| ſometimes remain for ſeveral years. On this 


account no ſtanding bridge can be built over 


the river; and there is only one of rafts and 


boards during the ſummer ſeaſon ; ſo that peo- 


ple walk even with the ſurface of the water. 


The chicf commodities here, are maſts, tim- 


| ber, flax and hemp, great part of which is 
brought from the Poliſt Ukraine, Near 500 


ſhips have been annually loaded at Riga, of 


| which zoo were from the United Provinces : but 


the number of Dutch ſhips at this port have 
lately decreaſed. 

The houſes are built with ſteep roofs, for 
the better carrying off the water, which is very 
penetrating on the melting of the ſnow : where- 
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in they have the advantage of the Ruſfans, who 
have ſtill greater occaſion to provide againſt 
the hike inconvenience. The cellars are uſed 
as warehouſes for flax and other goods ; and 
the entrance, or firſt apartment in moſt houſes 
is the coach-houſe, through which you muſt 
— to the parlour and dining-room. The 

duſes are ſeldom above two ſtories high, and 
the ſtreets are narrow. The language of the 
people of Riga is German; but the peaſants in 
its neighbourhood, and other parts of Livonia, 
ſpeak High Dutch, a diale& entirely different 
from the German. 

Mr. Hanway having at length procured a 
paſſport, he provided himſelf with a ſleeping- 
waggon, which is made of leather, reſembling 
a cradle, and hung upon braces, and in this 
manner rode poſt to Peterſdurgh ; in this journey 
he found the horſes bad, but the ſtages were 
ſhort, . and the inns clean. 

Having paſſed throagh ſeveral inconfider- 
able places he arrived at Dorpt, which is about 
230 werſts from Riga, ahd ſtands in a plain 
watered by the river Embeck, which runs into 
the lake Peipus. The country on the fide to- 
wards Riga, preſents a moſt delight proſpect; 
and the trade of the towns confiſts moſtly in 
corn and flax. Dorpt reſembles a ſuperb heap 
of ruins, among which are the remains of 2 
caſtle which Peter the Great took from the 
Sweats in 1704, and upon this occaſion great 
part of the town was deſtroyed by fire. From 
hence the countty is cleared of wood; and well 
inhabited. | 
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Mr. Hanway now travelled along the banks 
of the lake Peipus, which is 120 werſts long, 
and 60 broad, having a communication with 
the lake P/cow, or Pletow, the borders of 
which are famous for, producing flax. From 
thence he proceeded through ſeveral places to 
Narva, the capital of Eon. This city is 
not large, but ſtands on a riſing ground, and 
is clean and well fortified. Its trade conſiſts 
moſtly in flax and timber. Two werſts above 


the town is a cataract in the river Narva, at 


which they are obliged to unload the barks. 
This city is remarkable for the great defeat 


which the Ru/jans met with in the year 1700, 


when 100,000 of them fled before a handful of 
Ezvedes, From this place he travelled 146 

werlts to Peterſburgh, the whole diſtance be- 

tween Narwa and that City being 549 "rey or 
398 miles. 


CHAP, 


$8 :. 
6<=& 
f 


132, TraveLsof J. Hanwar, g: 


NXNNNNMNNNNNMNXNXNXNXN NN 


nn 


The Author offers his Service to go into Perſia; 
tales the Charge of a Caravan of Will 
Goods deſigned for that Empire. The Country 
deſcribed through which he paſſes ; with a De- 
ſeription of Valdat and Twere; of the great 
Road begun by Peter the Great; and of the 
City of Mofcow. 2 


O0 UR Author arrived at Peter/ourgh on the 
LL 1oth of June, and was extremely pleaſed 
to find a city ſo open, airy, and in many 
places fo regularly built with good houſes in 
the Italian taſte. 

Our readers. may remember, that Mr. Haz- 
way had formed the deſign of viſiting Perfa, 
ſhould any convenient opportunity offer. Se- 
veral intimations of the diſtreſſed condition of 
that country, indeed made ſome impreſſion on 
him; but did not abate his curiofity. His 
partner, and the other factors, were ſoon a- 
larmed at the complaints of the Ruſſian court 
againſt Mr. Flion; and it being reſolved that 
one of them ſhould go into Perfa, Mr. Han- 
abay offered his Grice; which was accepted, 
Having at length obtained a paſſport from the 

court of Raſſia, he provided a fleeping-waggon, 
another for his clerk, and a third for his bag- 
age, alſo a Ryfian menial fervant, a Tartar 
oy, and a ſoldier: then receiving ſuch inſtruc: 
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tions as were neceſlary from the factors who 
were intereſted in this new commerce, he took 
upon him the charge of a caravan of N 
ſeven bales of Exgliſb cloth, and prepared for 
his journey. 

The caravan of cloth, conſiſting of twenty 
loads, ſet out on the firſt of Sep ember, and on 
the 10th Mr. Hamrway followed it. He had an 
order for nine poſt-horſes, and was to pay a 
farthing each, for every werſt ; but being re- 
ſolved to make all poſſible ſpeed, he hired pea- 
ſants horſes, which are better, and double the 
expence. In two days he reached the river Ye/- 
of, when the ferry-man finding he was a mer- 
chant, began to be inſolent; for the Ruffan 
boors have a contemptible notion of all traders : 
the delay and 1mpertinence to which he was 
expoſed, obliged his foldier to exerciſe his cane, 
which ſoon brought the fellow to reafon, and 
made him perform his office. On the 1th, 
the darkneſs of the night, with the wind and 
rain, together with — badneſs of the road, 
and one of the carriages being ſtuek in a bog, 
obliged our Author and his attendants to ſleep 
in their waggons in the open fields, and the 
next day they reached Branitæ, which is near 
Nowogored, and is 230 werſts from Peterſburgh. 
The weather was now mild, the road was. open 
and pleaſant, and proviſions ſo cheap, that good 
beef might be bought for the value of three 
farthings a pound, mutton. and pork in pro- 
portion, and. bread at about one ſixth part of 
ts uſual value in England. 2 
Var, XIV. a N | | 
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On the 15th, they arrived at Yaldai, where 
is a conſiderable monaſtery. The inhabitants 
are moſtly Poles, brought here as priſoners in 
former wars; but the diſtinction is now al moſt 
loſt. The dreſs of the women is neater, and 
their perſons handſomer than the generality of 
the Ruſſian peaſants; but their exceſſive laugh- 
ter, and painting their faces, greatly diminiſhed 
their external charms. Jhe country is hilly, 
and affords many pleaſant proſpects; and Mr. 
Hanway obſerves, that Jenus ſeems to have 
made this her particular reſidence, from the 
many amorous ſongs admired by the Rufians, 
in relation to the ſcenes of delight this place 
affords; though the more refined parts of love 
are hardly to be found among the preſent in- 
habitants. The next day our Author got to 
T were, where he came up with his caravan, 
Great complaints were made by the carriers of 
the badneſs of the roads, which encreaſed his 
fears of not reaching Pera that year; there- 
fore, inſtead of one horſe to each load, he or- 
dered two, and promiſed the carriers a hand- 
{ome preſent, on condition of their exerting 
themſelves to the utmoſt of their power. 

In Ryffa, carriages for merchandize are nine 
or ten feet long, and two or three feet broad ; 
they are principally compoſed of two. ſtrong 
poles, ſupported by four ſlight wheels of near 
an equal ſize, and about the height of the fore 
wheels of our coaches; many of them have 
wheels of a fingle piece of wood, and ſome 
are not ſhod with iron. Theſe Wr are 
rawn 
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drawn only by one horſe. The bales are 
laid on a bed of thick mat, and over them are 
uſually placed thick mats two or three times 
double, and an upper covering of raw cow- 
hides, 

Twere is a very ancient city, ſituated on the 
Twet/a, which runs into the Volga. This 
place is a rendezvous for merchants who trade 
to the towns on the banks of the laſt-mentioned 
river; yet during the greateſt part of the year 
the Twwrr/2 is not twenty inches deep; but in 
ile months of April and May, it is fo ſwelled 
by the melting of the ſnow, that the water 
riſes ten or eleven feet. Large fat. bottom'd 
veſſels of 200 tons take this opportunity of 
paſſing to and from Afrachan, and other places; 
the trade to Per/ia is ſometimes carried on by 
the ſame channel. There are brought here 
great quantities of caviare, fiſh, and rock-falt, 
and theſe veſſels carry back corn, meal, all 
kind of groceries, and bale goods. kg 

On the 29th, Mr. Hanway arrived at Kilz, à 
very agreeable place, near a ſmall branch of 
the river Kazma, and paſſing through ſeveral 
ſmall villages, the next day arrived at Mo/eozr,. 
the metropolis of the Nauſſan empire. 

Among other great works of Peter I; he 
cauſed a road to be cut from Peterfourgh, that 
was to extend the whole diſtance of 7 34 werſts, 
or 487 Englih miles in a direct line; but it is 
not intirely compleated, nor is the part per- 
formed exactly executed on the original 
plan. Vaſt foreſts of fir, birch, and other trees, 
were cut through, and a paſſage made ove- 
| 2 moraſſes, 
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moraſſes, till then thought impaſſable. Im- 
menſe quantities of timber were hewn down, 
ditches were made, and the earth being thrown 
up and levelled, ſtrait firs with their ſurfaces 
made plain, were laid clofe to each other upon 
it. Theſe are ſupported by a foundation of 
the ſame kind of timber, compoſed of a row 
of trees on each ſide ſecured by croſs timbers. 
'This road of timber is carried according as the 
land requires it, for about 150 werſts, and as 
Mr. Hanway calculated, contains two million 
one hundred thouſand trees : beſides which, 
there are on the ſides of the road great quan- 
tities of timber that have never been uſed. 
Moſcow is in the latitude of 55% 400. and is 
built ſomewhat after the Eaſtern manner, it 
having but a few regular ſtreets, and a great 
number of houſes with gardens. * It is 0 
ſixteen Engliþ miles in circumference, the ri- 
ver Moſewwa runs through it, and making many 
windings, adds a very ſtriking beauty to the 
city; but in ſummer it is in many places ſhal- 
low and unnavigable. Several eminences, in- 
terſperſed with groves, gardens, and lawns, 
form the moſt delightful proſpe@ ; but the 
dreadful fires that have laid waſte the city, 
have hardly left houſes ſufficient to accommo- 
date the Empreſs's retinue, without  duſtreſ- | 
ing the people. The imperial palace in the 
city is remarkable for ſcarce any thing but its 
having 3o chapels and a very lofty hanging 
garden ; but great part of it appears rather 
like a priſon than a royal palace. The number 
of churches and chapels in Mo/cow is hardly 
2 7 credible, 
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credible, they are ſaid to be above 1800, but 
many of them are very mean, and moſt of the 
pictures were done when the art of painting 
was in its infancy. 

One of the moſt remarkable things in this 
City is the great bell, which is of a ſtupendous 
ſize, and affords a ſurprizing proof of the folly 
of thoſe who cauſed it to be made; but the 
Ruſſians have from time immemorial, been ex- 
treamly fond of great bells. This is 443,772 
pounds weight, and was caſt in the reign of the 
late Empreſs Ann. But the beam on which it 
hung being burnt, it fell, and a large piece is 
broke out of it. | 

Mo/cow being in the heart of the empire, is 
the reſidence of thoſe of the nobility who are 
not obliged to follow the court, and is particu- 
larly inhabited by the chief merchants and ma- 
nufacturers. It would be amazing, that the 
dreadful fires that have here ſpread ſuch devaſ- 
tation through that city, have not prevented 
building with wood, did not the cheapneſs of 
that kind of building, and the poverty of man 
of the inhabitants, render it in a manner — þ 
ſary. However, by a late decree of the Ruan 
ſenate, wood houſes are limited to a certain 
quarter of the city, and in all other places they 
are to be built with brick and ſtone, 

The Ruſfians in general preſerve a great 
ſhare of the ſimplicity of their forefathers : the 
modern refinements which in ſome countries 
have rendered it unpolite for a ſon to call his 
father by that indearing name, is little known 
zmong them; and here in the politeſt cor- 
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reſpondencies a man's chriſtian name, with 
that of his father's, as John the ſon of Thomas, 
is eſteemed the moſt re ſpectful addreſs. 


CHAP II. 


The Author leader Moſcow, and purſues his Jour- 
ney ; he enters Tartary, deſcribes the Manners 
of the Coſſacks, and arrives at Zaritzen on 
the Banks of the Volga. Remarks on the Kal- 
muck 'Tartars. Of the Pirates who infeſt 
the Volga. The Veſſels uſed on that River, 
and the Author's Voyage down it to Aſtra- 
chan. 


N the 24th of September, having provided 
ſuch proviſions as were thought neceſſary, 
Mr. Hanway left Maſccau, and. paſſed through 
feveral villages near the weſtern banks of the 
Occa. The country is hilly, but abounds in 
arable land, and is adorned with a beautiful va- 
riety of groves. The next day he arrived at 
| Kolumna, 80 werſts from Moſcow, which makes 
a better appearance than moſt cities 1n that part 
of the world ; for it has many ſtone and brick 
buildings, and a good wall; it has likewiſe 
ſeveral turrets of a very irregular figure, but 
being covered with gilded tin they make a 
good appearance. 
After paſſing the Occa, he ſtill found the 
country very pleaſant, The horſes were now 


teeding 
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feeding on the rye juſt ſprouting from the 
earth. 

Being advanced on the 26th to Periſſagul 
Niaxanſtoi, he found himſelf in another cli- 
mate; for the harveſt was not yet gathered in. 
The roads are for the moſt part very good; the 
country has little wood, but is delightfully 
watered; but the people are extremely poor, 
as appears by the houſes of the peaſants that 
are covered with ſtraw, in a manner that ſhews 
even their ignorance of thatching. Their lan- 
guage and dreſs are different from thoſe of the 
more northern Ruſſians. Mr. Hanway was ſur- 
prized to behold ſo fine a country at no more 
than 200 werſts from the metropolis, make 
ſuch an appearance of indigence ; but the 
Lords are ſuch bad œconomiſts, that they de- 
feat their own deſigns, and before the peaſants 
fee] the ſweets of their labour, not only refuſe 
to aſſiſt them, but in a great meaſure obſtruct 
their induſtry. He was now in an open fertile 
country; bat the people were fo indigent, that 
many of their cottages conſiſted only of one 
room, about five or fix yards ſquare, which 
often contained fix or eight perſons of both 
ſexes; but the inhabitants are neither nume- 
rous nor very referved with regard to the ordi- 
nary confequences of ſuch cohabitations. 

Having travelled 300 werſts from Kolumna, 
he arrived at Ko/lowe, a city fortified with a 
wall of earth, and ſome wooden turrets, which 
formerly ſerved to ſecure it from the invaſions. 
of the Tartars, 
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On the firſt of October Mr. Hanway entered 
the Step. The inhabitants who are neareſt to 
it, often improve their land by burning the 
graſs which grows to a great length, and where 
it is not burnt, they procure provender for 
their cattle during the winter ſeaſon, by ſcrap. 
ing away the ſnow, and ſuffering them to feed 
on the half periſhed graſs. Here he overtook 
a caravan of forty loads of Europe an goods be- 
longing to Armenian merchants. On the 2d, 
he arrived at Nowochoperſtaja, the proper boun- 
dary of Ruſſia on the river Choper, which falls 
into the Don. This is the Ru/ian frontier to- 
wards the Don Cafſocks, and is fortified with 
palliſades, dry moats, and a rampart, on which 
ſome ſmall pieces of cannon are mounted: it 
1s almoſt ſurrounded by a grove of oaks. The 
adjacent country is very delightful, and the 
roads exceeding good. He now paſſed through 
ſeveral Coſſack towns, where he found the peo- 
ple clean and well cloathed : the women are 
gay and comely, they adorn their heads with a 
cap riſing about eight inches from their fore- 
heads, with two points in the form of a creſ- 
cent, and their ſhifts are ornamented with red 
. Croſſes : the unmarried women wear their hair 
plated behind in the Ruſſan manner. 

The Co/acks are a ſpecies of the Tartars; the 
name ſignifies free-booters; but they are here 
civilized, and being indulged by the Ruffan 
government, continue faithful, and are ready, 
when called upon, to attend the Ryan army: 
each man uſually brings with him two horſes, 
and upon theſe occaſions they are well cloathed 
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and accoutered at their own expence. 'They 
receive pay only in time of war when actually 
employed, and then only fix rubles a year, 
with proviſion and plunder ; yet being exempt 


from taxes they have no provocation to forſake 
their maſters. They are a gallant and ſober 


people, and ſome of them are ſaid to poſſeſs 


| 300 cows, and 1000 ſheep, 


For three days Mr. Hanway ſaw little more 


chan land and ſky, except ſome woods and 
mountains to the caſtward, which afforded 
pleaſure in proportion to the abſence of other 
objects. There are prodigious flights of blue 


pigeons, of which they killed as many as they 


© could conſume. At length, he and his attend- 


ants arrived at Grigoriſtoi, which forms a kind 
of peninſula, Here the inhabitants take great 
quantities of craw-fiſh, eſpecially in ſpring, 


| when the fleſh is moſt eſteemed ; they then 


pound and mix it in water, on which the eyes 
fink to the bottom. Quantities of theſe eyes 
are ſent to Turky and other countries, they 
being uſed in medicine. The houſes, or ra- 
ther huts of the people, are built of oak plant. 
They marry very young, and our Author talked 
with a boy of fifteen, who was engaged to a 
girl of the ſame age. 

On the gth in the morning, he arrived under 
the lines that are thrown up from the 'Dox, the 
antient Tanais, to the Yolga, for the diſtan 
about 50 werſts. The ditch is near fixteen 
feet deep; but not made intirely ſquare, and 
there 1s a bank of earth near twenty feet high, 
with a ſtrong timber rail towards the top. At 
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certain diſtances are placed ſentry boxes, from 
which the guard can communicate an alarm to 
the chief garriſon at Zaritæen, which terminates 
the line on the weſtern banks of the Volga. 
On this ſpot Peter the Great intended to join 
the Don and the Volga; and the canal was ac- 
tually begun for that purpoſe. By this means 
a communication would have been opened with 
Turky, and the Czar might have attacked that 
Empire with ſhips built on the %; but this 
undertaking proved very difficult from the 
hardneſs of the ſoil. 

The Kooban Tartars were once very formi- 
dable here; but the river Kama, which dif. 
charges itſelf into the Caſpian ſea, now ſerves 
0 a We to theſe people, who are kept in awe 

y the Ryans ; but they had lately made in- 
curſions, and carried off the inhabitants of 
whole villages, with all the cattle. They now 
only make their appearance, in ſmall parties, 
who ſometimes break through the lines, and 
carry off horſes, that ſerve them for food as 
well as for ordinary uſes, The fun was yet 
warm, and the weather delightful. On the 
plains near Zaritzen are fed dromedaries, 

Zaritzen is ſituated in. the latitude 47%. zo“. 
688 miles from Moſcow, on a high bank of 
the Volga, of which it commands a fine pro- 
ſpect. It is thinly inhabited, and the buildings 
are mean ; but it is defended by a deep ditch, 
18 4 mounted with cannon, and a garri- 

of 6000 men. . 

In a deep valley on the ſouth fide is an en- 
campment of Kalnuck Tartari, who are itt 

| friendſhip 
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friendſhip with the Ryans, while they awe 
them by their power. They have the ſame turn 
of viſage with the Ching/e ; but are fierce and 
ſavage. Theſe are a diſperſed tribe of thoſe Man- 
galiaus, whom the Chine/e long ago received as 
their conquerors. They are armed with bows 
and arrows, they feed on the fleſh of horſes, 
camels, dromedaries, and other animals, and eat 


their entrails Even when they die of the fouleſt 


diſtempers. They throw their dead into open 
fields to be devoured by the dogs, many of 


| which run wild, and ſome are kept for that 


purpoſe: if theſe bodies are devoured by 
any number exceeding fix, they think ho- 
nourably of the deceaſed, otherwiſe he is 
thought a diſgrace to his relations. 


They. worthip images, which are generally * 


ſmall bits of wood about a palm in length; and 
the upper part being rounded, is adorned with 
a rude reſemblance of the human. features ; 
theſe figures are dreſſed up in a few rags. Their 
ſupreme deity is Delli Lama. In proſperous 
ſeaſons and fine weather, they careſs their 
ragged gods; but treat them yery ill when the 
contrary happens. The many acts of violence 
committed by theſe barbarians, induced the R/ 
„an government to compel them to dwell on 
the banks of the Volga below Aſtrachan, where 
they have but little opportunity for robbery 
and murder, though here alſo they tranſgreſs. 
Mr. Hanway now employed himſelf in pro- 
curing a proper veſſel to convey his goods to 
Aſirachan, and found one that was ju arrived 
with 400 ſacks of flour. He was extremely 
ſhocked 


— — 
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ſhocked at ſeeing on what ſlight embarkations 
his friends were obliged to truſt their valuable 
effects in the navigation of a river full of ſnelves, 
and of trees, which accidentally falling into the 
water, fink and become as dangerous as rocks, 
This veſſel, which was the beſt he could 
procure, coſt him no more than forty rubles, 
or 80]l. The decks were only looſe pieces 
of the bark of trees, and it had but few beams, 
and hardly any pitch or tar had been uſed 
about it, inſtead of which long flips of bark 
were nailed over the gaping ſeams, to prevent 


the looſe and bad corking from falling out; 


and inſtead of iron bolts, it had ſpikes of deal 
with round heads. The method of keeping 
theſe veſſels clear of water, is by uſing a large 
ſcoop ſuſpended by a beam over the well-way, 
and through a ſcuttle at a proper height the 
water is thrown with great facility. Though 
theſe veſſels appeared like ſo many wrecks, the 
trade carried on by means of them is very con- 
ſiderable. 

Having given the neceſſary inſtructions with 
regard to carrying the goods, he prepared for 
his own voyage down the Volga, by buying 
two boats, each to be navigated by five water- 
men, and his own attendants, with the addt- 
tion of fix ſoldiers for a convoy : for though 
he had aſſurances of ſafety, prudence ſuggeſted, 
that he could not gain, but might loſe conſi- 
derably by too much confidence. The Volga 
is frequently infeſted with pirates who go in 

ngs of 30, 40, or ſometimes 80 perſons; 

y make uſe of row- boats which carry from 

twenty 
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20 to 30 hands, and furniſh themſelves with 
fre-arms : their general practice is to board 
immediately; but where they apprehend a 
brave reſiſtance, they ſeldom make an attack. 
Hence few of the Ruſſian merchants tranſport 
any cargo of value down this river without a 
convoy. Theſe robbers appear moſtly in the 
ſpring, when the banks of the Volga being 
overflowed, they can the more eaſily eſcape a 
purſuit. The ſoldiers, who are occaſionally 
{ent after them, are ordered to take them alive, 
trom the apprehenſion that allowing them to 
kill, might prove fatal to the innocent, thro? 
the ſtrong temptations to plunder with which 
the ſoldiers are actuated. 

The Armenians generally fight with great bra- 
very and intrepidity in defence of their property; 
but the Bourlacks who navigate the Vega, are 
ſo intimidated by theſe robbers, that they no 
ſooner appear than they behave like men ſtruck 
with a panic, and even aſcribe to them an ir— 
reſiſtible power, derived from an internal ſpi- 
tit. It was formerly their cuſtom, in theſe 
caſes, to fall on their faces, as ſoon as required 
by the robbers, and to ſuffer them to plunder at 
pleaſure, not daring to look up, leſt it ſhould 
colt them their lives. The merchant, or the 
maſter of the veſſel, being thus at their mercy, 
is happy if he eſcapes with life; for the-rob- 
bers have ſeldom any ſentiments of humanity 
for a man of ſuperior rank; but if he boldly 
attempts to defend himſelf in hopes of bring- 
ing his people to the charge, he may be lure, 
if conquered, of being barbarouſly murdered. 

Vol. XIV- O Theſe 
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poor ſhepherd, he had the cruelty to beat out 


,cloaths. Theſe malefactors ſometimes hang 
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Theſe robbers are accuſtomed to obſerve the 
fame conduct on the Caſpian ſea, but much leſs 
of late years than formerly. 

The puniſhment of theſe wretches when 
taken is not leſs dreadful than the cruelties 
they commit. A float is built whereon a gal- 
lows is erected, on which is faſtened a number 
of iron hooks, and on theſe they are hung 
alive by the ribs. The float is then launched 
into the ſtream with labels over their heads, 
ſignifying their crime; and orders are given to 
all the towns and villages on the borders of the 
river, that none, upon pain of death, ſhall 
afford relief to any of theſe wretches ; but put 
off the float if it runs aſhore, Sometimes they 
are met by their partners in wickedneſs, who 
if they have any hopes of their recovery, take 
them down, otherwiſe they put an end to their 
miſery by ſhooting them; but if they are 
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are themſelves hung up, without the cere- 
mony of a tryal. It is ſaid that one of theſe 
miſcreants had the good fortune to diſengage 
himſelf from the hook, and though naked and 
trembling with pain and loſs of blood, he got 
aſhore, when the firſt object he ſaw being a 


his brains with a ſtone, and then to take his 


thus three, four, and ſometimes five days alive, 
'The pain generally produces a raging fever, 
wherein they utter the moſt horrid impreca- 
tions, and implore the relief of water, or other 
imall liquors. 
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Before our Author began his voyage, he 
ſent letters to his friends by meſſengers ap- 
pointed to attend a box of grapes ſent every 
three days during the ſeaſon, from Aftrachan to 
the Empreſs's court, and carried by two horſes, 
in the manner of a litter. Theſe grapes at beſt 
muſt be ill worth the expence. of being con- 
veyed 1200 Engliſh miles, 

On the 14th of October, Mr. Hanway put off 
from ſhore ; the ſtern part of his boat was co- 
vered with matts, ſo that he could ſleep pro- 
tected from the weather, which now began to 
be very cold, He took ſome of the ſoldiers 
with him, that if by any accident he ſhould be 
ſeparated from his goods, he might have ſome 
aſſiſtance. He was ſurprized to ſee the banks 
of the river marked near 20 feet above the 
water; but was aſſured, that the river roſe in 
the ſpring to that height. The next day he 
ſaw ſeveral water-fowls much larger than 
ſwans, which they reſemble in their feet and 
beaks; the Ruffians call them Dika Baba, 
which ſignifies a wild old woman. They have 
a very large craw, that will contain a whole 
iſh of a conſiderable ſize. They fly very near 
2ach other in the form of a ſemi-circle, not far 
above the water, and having driven the fiſh, 
which are their only food, into the ſhallows, 
lart down upon them. The fat of this bird is 

ſed by the Ru/ians as a cure for aches and 
druiſes. | | 

In the ſpring the high waters of the Yolga 
ot only undermine its banks, but ſweep away 
irge trees, fo that ſome creeks of the river 
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had hardly any paſſage left. The ſoldiers fed 
luxuriouſly at the fiſheries for nothing more 
than thanks. The weather was calm, and the 
current moderate, in many places the banks are 
high, and in others there is a flat ſhore, the 
1 breadth being from a mile to a quarter of a mile. 
Wl! On the 17th, our Author ſtopped at Cher. 
neyare. This is the firſt town from Zari'zen, 
from which it is diſtant 200 werſts, and is eſ- 
teemed half way to Aſtrachan. It is defended 
by a ditch with ſome cannon, and chevaux de 
frize. The inhabitants trade with the Hal. 
mucks, Coobans, and other Tartars, in a quarter 
diſtin from the town. The next day, though 
he was obliged to lie by in the night; he ad- 
vanced go werſts, but not without danger of 
being drowned ; for the boat had no keel, nor 
any running tackle, and the watermen being 
extremely unſkilful and not able to let the fail 
fly, it was a ſingular providence that they were 
not overſet. As he proceeded farther ſeveral 
wrecks appeared on the banks of the river. 
Great flights of geeſe and ſwans were now on 
the wing, retiring from the approaching ſeve- 
rities of this climate, to the warmer regions of 
Perſia. 

On the 19th, he obſerved on the ſhore a houſe 
made under ground, the walls were wicker- 
work, and the light came in from the top. 
Here was provided a bagnio for bathing, which 
the Ru/ians uſe almoſt as much as the Mahome- 
tans. The place was inhabited by ſome Na- 
gay and . Circaſſian Tartars, who ply on the 11- 


ver with open boats; and here were alſo ſome 
ſettle- 
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ſettlements of the Khalmucks. From Zaritzen 
to Mirachan very little wood appeared on the 
banks of the Volga; in ſome parts of the wel- 
tern ſide the country is hilly, and the ſoil is in 
E ſeveral places rich. 
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4 HAF. IV. 

e A Deſcription of Aſtrachan, of its Fiſheries and 
„ Trade. Anu Account of the neighbouring Tar- 
! tars, and of the Flights of Locuſts with which 
h this Country is infefted. The Author continues 
1 his Voyage down the Volga to the Caſpian Sea. 
of A ſhort dccount of the Khalmuck Settlements, 
ao and of the River Volga; with the Method of 
$ curing Caviare, 

1 

re R. Hanway being arrived at Afrachar, 
al was obliged to wait for Captain Wod- 
oh roofe, in whoſe ſhip he intended to embark for 
In Perſia, and took this opportunity of obtaining 
e- a more full information of the city of Afrachan 
of and its neighbourhood. 

This city is the metropolis of a kingdom of 
uſe the ſame name, ſituated in 47. north latitude, 
r- WE vithin the limits of Ala, in an iſland called Dol- 
'P- %, 60 Engliſb miles from the Caſbian ſea. It 
ch was taken from the Tartars, and contains about 
ne. 70,000 inhabitants, among whom are many 
la- Armenians and Tartars of various denomina- 
re tions, with a few Perfians and Indians. The 
E manners and cuſtoms of all theſe different peo- 
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ple exhibit an epitome of Aa. The city is 
about two miles and a half round, but includ. 
ing the ſuburbs, five miles. It 1s ſurrounded 
by an old ruinous brick wall, and defended by 
a garriſon of ſix regiments of the beſt Ruſſian 
troops; alſo in the adjacent plain are erected 
many ſmall batteries. The houſes are of wood, 
and moſt of them very mean ; the higher parts 
command a proſpect of the Volga, which is here 
near three miles broad; but the melting of the 
ſnow which creates floods, and the riſing of the 
water in autumn, are obſerved to affect the air 
and cauſe diſeaſes. The city is ſurrounded by 
gardens and vineyards, which lie about two 
miles from it, and produce all the roots, plants, 
and trees known in Exgland, except potatoes, 
collyflowers, and artichokes ; and their orchards 
furniſh them with plenty of apples, pears, cher- 
ries, and water-melons, which 1n taſte and co- 
lour reſemble thoſe in Portugal. Our Author 
met with no fruit which he thought extraordi- 
nary, but theſe melons ; though the court are 
ſo fond of the grapes, as to procure them at 
the expence of the land carriage, as already 
mentioned. The wine of Afrachan is alſo very 
indifferent ; as their ſummers are generally 
dry, they are obliged to water their gardens; 
this is done by large wheels, ſome of which 
are moved by horſes, and others by the wind. 


'Thele wheels are ſo high as to throw the water 


to the moſt elevated part of the garden, whence 
it runs in trenches to the root of every tree and 
plant; in this manner the gardens and vine- 


yards are generally watered from the _ of 
| 47 
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May to the middle of September. The chief 
game in the neighbouring country is partridges 


and hares; here are alſo water and wild fowl 


of all ſorts in great abundance, and in ſummer 
plenty of quails. 
About ten miles below Afrachan, is Beſma- 


| keff, a ſmall iſland remarkable for its large ſtore- 
| houſes of ſalt, made about twelve miles to the 


eaſtward of it, and brought thither by boats, 
whence it is conveyed in large flat-bottomed 
veſſels up the Volga. With this ſalt all the coun- 
try is ſupplied as far as Maſcoau and Twere : 
in this place are likewiſe large fiſheries, to 
which the neighbourhood of the ſalt-works is 
of great advantage. Theſe extend even to the 
Caſpian ſea, _— ſouth-eaſtward as far as 
Yazik, and alſo a hundred miles above Zaritz-n, 
From theſe fiſheries all the country is ſupplied 
as far as Peterſbyrgh; the veſlels are in the 
ſpring loaded with ſalt fiſh, but in winter, when 
fiſh will keep as long as it is frozen, it is car- 
ried by land as far as Mo/cow and Peterſburgh. 
The principal ſorts are ſturgeon, ſtarlett, a 
large white fiſh called beluga, and aſſotra, 
which reſembles ſturgeon. 

CaptainWoodrorfe, who had been for ſome time 
at Afrachan, aſſured our Author, that from the 
latter end of July to the beginning of OZecber, 
the country about that city is frequently in- 
feſted with locuſts, which fly in ſuch prodigi- 
ous numbers that they darken the air, and ap- 
ver at a diſtance like a heavy cloud. The in- 

abitants ſay, that they are generally ſeen, as 
the cold weather comes on, in their flight from 
| the 
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the northward to the ſouthward : wherever 
they fall they eat up every thing that is green; 

all gardeners therefore look out for them, and 
vpon their firſt appearance endeavour to keep 
them off by making as much ſmoke and as 
great a noiſe as poſſible; but theſe deſtructive 
inſects, after flying as long as they are able, 
ſometimes fall in their gardens, on the tops of 
houſes, and even into the fires. Their bodies, 
compared with the ſmallneſs of their wings, are 


very large, and generally from two inches to N 
two and a half long, and about three quarters 85 
of an inch diameter; their ſhape nearly re- 50 
ſembles the largeſt ſort of green graſhoppers. N 
Mr. Weoodroefe obſerves in his journal, that, as 9 
he was once ſailing up the Volga to ¶rachan, he ' 
ſaw a prodigious cloud coming from the weſt. N 


north-weſt, which is acroſs the river. The y 
winds at that time blew very freſh, and near] : 
from the ſame point, when the locuſts fallin 
down, the water was covered with ſuch vaſt 
ſwarms of them, that in ſome places they greatly 
obſtructed the motion of the boat, PA ten or a 
twelve fathoms together. He alſo ſays, they | 
live for ſome time under water, for as they 
mounted on each others backs they formed a 
cluſter of near three feet diameter, which rolled 
along by the force of the wind, and the rapidity 
of the current. In this manner they were dri- 
ven aſhore. 'Their wings being dried, they got 
upon the paſture, and very few were drowned. 
For three days they lay ſo thick upon the plain 
upwards of three miles round, that it was im- 
poſſible to walk without treading on them, — 
wen 
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when they began to fly, they diſappeared in 
leſs than half an hour, leaving the plain with- 
ing cout a blade of graſs. 
ep The trade of Aftrachan is very conſiderable, 
though much diminiſhed by the troubles in 
Perfia, and the frequent revolt of the Tartars. 
Their foreign trade conſiſts in red leather, lin- 
of nen, woollen-cloth, and European manufattures, 
the greateſt part of which they export to Per/a 
for the Armentans : in return they import Per- 
ſtan manufactures, as filk ſaſhes intermixed with 
gold, for the uſe of the Poles ; wrought filks, 
and ſtuffs mixed with cotton; raw ſilk, cotton, 
a ſmall quantity of drugs, and in particular 
rhubarb ; but this laſt article is engroſſed by 
the government, and private perſons are forbid 
to deal in it upon pain of death. The officers 
of the admiralty and cuſtom-houſe of 4/fra- 
chan have very ſmall ſalaries; which is the 
caſe in all other parts of Ruſſia; ſo that in- 
ſtead of doing their duty, and diſpatching 
buſineſs, they often ſeek pretences to protract 
It, in order to obtain the more conſiderable 
preſents. Upon theſe occaſions French brandy, 
white wine, hats, ſtockings and ribbons, are 
acceptable. 

While Mr. Hanway was here, the Governor 
invited him to a feaſt; at which there were 
near an hundred diſhes; this gave him an op- 
portunity of ſceing a ſingular ſpecimen of Ru/- 
fan intemperance, for above 30 people drank 
to exceſs in goblets filled with a kind of cher- 
ry-brandy. This feaſt was made for the birth 


of his grand-daughter, on which occaſion each 
| | of 
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of the gueſts preſented an offering according 
to his rank. This is a civil way of levying a 
tax from the merchants, and a cuſtom, though 
not elegant, leſs abſurd in the opinion of our 
Author, than that of ſome politer countries; 
for here without diſguiſe or ceremony, you 
leave one or two ducats, or ſome richer pre- 
ſent on the bed of the lady, who fits up with 
great formality to be ſaluted. 

Mr. Hanway was led by his curiofity to ſee 
the devotions of the Indian Pagans in a little 
temple they have here. Their priefts uſe beads, 
incenſe, proſtrations, and offerings, ſmall bells, 
with other muſic, and raiſe their voices in ſing- 
ing with the utmoſt vehemence. The object 
of their adoration was a pagod, ugly and de- 
formed to a degree of horror. The ſervice 
being over, they preſented Mr. Hanway ſome 
of the fruits which had been offered to this 
idol, but he thought proper to refuſe them; 
though not without ſome melancholy reflections 
on the abject ſtate to which he ſaw human na- 
ture reduced. 

The Tartars here have the utmoſt abhorrence 
of this image-worſhip, and will not even carry 
money that has the impreſſion of man, or any 
living creature into their temples. Their de- 
votions are performed in filent proſtrations, only 
the prieſt, at certain times, utters an invoca- 
tion to the Lord of Nature, through the me- 
diation of Mahomet. 

For ſeveral miles round the city, where the 
ſoil will admit of cultivation, there are ſettle- 


ments of a very civil and induſtrious people ow 
the 
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the race of the Crim Tar/ars, who are tributary 
© to the Ruſſians. In the ſummer they improve 
their land, the produce of which is a ſeed 
called manna, oats, muſk and water-melons ; 
but their wives and children, with their ſheep, 
| horſes and cattle, they reckon their principal 
| treaſure. When a daughter becomes marriage- 
able, they cover her tent with white linen, 
tie a painted cloth on the top, with red ſtrings, 
and place by the ſide of the tent a painted 
= waggon,. which is to be her marriage portion. 
This is a ſignal to thoſe who deſign to marry, 
and the girl is generally given to him who 
offers the father the moſt valuable preſent. 
Theſe people are Mahometans, and contrary to 
the practice of the Khalmucks, are extremely 
nice in their burying-places : they dig their 
Bs graves very deep, line them with bricks dried 
in the ſun, white-waſh them on the inſide, and 
build a cover over them. They then raiſe 
thick walls of mud round the place, and fix 
over the top one or more flags, according to 
the character of the deceaſed. 

On the eighth of Nowerber our Author left 
| Aftrachan, under convoy of the Governor's 
barge with twelve grenadiers, and at night ſlept 
within piſtol-ſhot of a Kbalmuck ſettlement, 
compoſed with round tents raiſed with canes, in 
W the form of a cone, and covered with a thick 
felt of camel's hair, which keeps out the wea- 
Wy ther extremely well. Theſe tents are about 
Wy twelve feet high, and from ten to fifteen yards 
in circumference, The inhabitants make a 
fre in the centre of the tent, and the ſmoke 
iſſues 
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iſſues from the top, at a hole left for that pur. 
poſe. The people are miſerably poor, and ſub- 
ſiſt on fiſh, which they take in the Volga, dry. 
ing in ſummer the proviſions they prepare for 
the winter. They prefer living on the banks 
where the flags and ruſhes grow to a great 
height, thinking that they defend them from 
the ſeverity of the winter's cold. There are 
ſeldom more than ſeven or eight tents in a 
place, which contain 30 or 40 perſons, who live 
in diſtin& families under a chief, whom they 
chuſe from among themſelves. There are 
other Khalmucks who travel to the ſouth on the 
approach of winter, and return northward in 
the heat of ſummer. 

As Mr. Hanway advanced within 3o werte 
of the mouth of the Volga, he deſcried a 
great number of {mall iſlands; the whole 
ſcene appearing wild and inhoſpitable. Be- 
ing happily arrived at Yerkze, he embarked 
in the Britiſh ſhip the Empre/s of Ruſſia, and 
was rejoiced at finding himſelf in a veſſel of 
good oak, probably the only compleat ſhip 
which had till that time appeared on the Cr 
pian ſea, It gave hun no leſs pleaſure to ſee f 
the Englib flag hoiſted, and to receive thole i 
common marks of eſteem, which maſters of 
thips pay to their merchants, when they have 
any guns. | 

As we are going to take leave of the V: 
a river ſo often mentioned, we ſhall! now give: 
a more paricuJar deſcription of it. It wa 
antiently called the Rha, and is juſtly eſteem: BW 
for its extent and depth, one of the noble 

rien 
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n rivers in the world. It derives its ſource from 
-e lake Ferna, in the province of Kerkof, run- 
ring according to general computation near 
xr oo werlts, or 3000 Erglih miles, before 1t 


: _ empties itſelf into the Caſpian fea. Into this 
at {Wi river fall the Twer/a which comes from Twere, 
m che Mo/czva from Mo/cow, the Occa from Columna, 
re me Kama, which divides the Nagay and Knobar 

artes, the Samar at Samora, and many others, 


20 


ve us is of the utmoſt utility to the vaſt empire of 


ey Nala, both with regard to commerce, and as it 
are has been a means of reducing the different 
the Wives of Tartars who frequent its borders. 
in nn he immenſe quantities of water that flow into 

Wt irom other rivers, and from the mountains 
rits nen the ſnow melts in the ſpring, are the 
|-2 zule of its ſwelling at different times and 
jole laces, It uſually begins to rife in March, and 
Be- creaſes in Apr:! = May, continuing above 
ked s uſual mark till the end of June; and then 
and t decreaſes very faſt. It is often raiſed in 
| of IS by autumnal rains; but this rife is 
ſhip Reither ſo conſtant nor fo. conſiderable, As 
Cafe 1 lere are many different climates in the courſe 
) fee Et the river, the ice breaks up at different 
hoſe Wi: mes. The banks are altered almoit every 
s of Fear by the force of the current, and by the 
have h ads blown into the river from the adjacent 

untries. The danger ariſing from theſe ſhift= 
Ie banks is not very great, but they create 
give lays. The uſual courſe of the ſtream can 
vary be reckoned above a mile an hour. The 
emed WE: igation is difficult for veſſels that draw above 
zblel e teet water, except in times of flood, when 
en vor. X1V. P the 
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the largeſt flat-bottomed veſſels find ſufficient 
water. Our Author has ſeen one afloat in de 
month of Ocbober, ſaid to have 600 tons of H 
and fiſh on board, and in ſome ſeaſons the? 
have barks of greater burthen. The trade d.. 
ried on in this river 1s great and extenſive; but 
from no place more conſiderable than from Yu 
riſlaw and Caſan. 

Beſides the great abundance of fith taken in 
the Volga, and ſent either ſalted or frozen 9 
diſtant parts of the Ry/ian empire, a commerce 
is carried on in caviare, Which is the roe of {ty;. 
geon and the fiſh called beluga, and 1s thy 
prepared: they take away the ſtringy part, the 
mix it with ſalt well cleaned and made int 
brine, and when drained from the oily part 
and preſſed, it becomes of ſuch a conſiſtence a 
to keep two or three years. In the winter i 
is ſent to all parts of the empire, and is much 
eſteemed by the natives as well as foreigner | 
A large quantity 1s made for exportation, which 
is conſumed by the Chriſtians of Italy and the 
Levant. The Armenians have the greateſt {ki 
in preparing it, and uſually make above 6000 
poods, or 100 tons, every year; and in 1749 
they brought 20,000 poods to market. 
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8 The Author arrives at Langarood Bay, where 


he wifits Mr. Elton, and from thence ſails to 
Aſtrabad Bay; whence he procreds to Aſtrabad. 
A Deſcription of the Perſian Manner of Smok- 
ing, and other Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants. A 
Rebellion breaks out in the Province of Aſtra- 
bad. The Author in great Diſtreſs; the City 


taten, and the Caravan deſigned for Meſched 
plundered. 


N the 22d of September Mr. Hanaway ſet 
fail, and on the 3d of December arrived in 


8 Langarood bay, where being informed that Mr. 


en, En was removed from Refbd to Langarood, to 


atter. the maritime affairs in which he had en- 


aged himſelf, he ſent to let that gentleman 
«now of his arrival, upon which he came on 
board, and conducted our Author on ſhore, 
where he gave him a polite reception. Mr. 
8 Harway delivered to him a pair of piſtols of 
exquiſite workmanſhip mounted in gold, and 
ſome other curious things which Mr. Elton had 
vote for, at the deſire of Ali Kouli Khan, the 
W Shah's nephew, with whom he was ſolicitous of 
W cultivating a good correſpondence. 


Mr. Eltor's habitation at Langarood was about 


| eight Engliſb miles from the ſhore, in the midſt 
Jof a wood ſurrounded with marſhes, where the 


roads were hardly paſſable. It was ſituated at 
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the foot of a lofty mountain open only to the 
ſea, this intercepted the paſſage of the air, and 
rendered the place extremely unwholſome ; for 
as Ghilan is generally eſteemed the fink of Per- 
fia, ſo Langarood is confidered as the fink of 
Chilan. Mr. Hanway ſpent ſeven days with 
this gentleman, during which they talked over 
the affair cf the Caſpian trade, Mr. Elton was 
indeed ſeriouſly employed in building ſhips for 
the Shah, and proved that he was capable of 
ſarmounting the greateſt difficulties. Mr. Har. 
<vay expreſied his fears of the conſequence of 
his engagement with Nadir, and pointed out 
many capital inconveniencies he apprehended 
wauld follow from it. 

One great inducement to open the Co/piar 
trade, was, the hopes of eſtabliſhing a new 
branch of commerce from 4/trabad to Me/ched, 
from whence Mr. Elion thought it prad icable 
to extend it to the northern cities of the Mo- 
gul's empire. It now fell to Mr. Hanway's lot 
to attempt the execution of this deſign. He 
had brought with him to the value of gol. 
in woollen goods, for which he found there 
was no market in Gian, and therefore his 
preſence there would be of little uſe. But 
though Mr, Elton had already ſecured the Shah's 
expreſs decree, by which it was ordered, that 


ſafe conduct ſhould be given to him in all parts 


of his dominions ; ; he was ſo alarmed by the vi- 
cinity of the Turkuman T artays to Aſirabad, that 
he did not chuſe to venture, till by enquiring, 
he found that in caſe of danger he might there 
have what guard of ſoldiers he pleaſed. 
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On the 10th of December our Author, having 
taken leave of Mr. Elton, went down to the 
creek. The ſhip was at anchor out of fight of 
land, and the wind blew very freſh; he had a 
crazy boat rowed by Per/fiars, who are gene- 
ally equally timorous and unſkiiful, fo that it 
was with reluctance he ventured to ſea; but he 
ſoon got fight of the ſhip, and happily reached 
her, 

He directed his courſe for Mrabad, and was 
four days in fight of the great mountain De- 
moan, which is ſaid to be 30 leagues within 
land, and yet at the diſtance of tour or hve 
leagues from the ſhore, it might be diſtin- 
guiſhed very plain riling in the form of a py- 
ramid. a 

On the 18th of December he entered Arabad 
bay, into which runs the river Korgun, after 
waſhing the bank of the deſart of Turkumania. 
The ſea has here, as well as in other parts of 
the Caſpian, made great inroads, fo that in 
many places trees lie on the ſhore, and render 
as difficult of acceſs, as its appearance 1s 
wild and inhoſpitable. The ſhip having caſt 
anchor, Mr. Hanway diſpatched an Armenian 
fervant to know if he might land his goods with 
ſafety, but he ſoon returne.: without obtaining 
any information. Many fires were inſtantly 
ſeen in different places, and upon the moun- 
tains, to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a ſur- 
prize, for this was taken for a pirate ſhip, and 
the people on the coaſt were terrified on ac- 
count of their having been often plundered by 
the pirates, Two days after Mr, flanway went 

— aſhore; 


* 


_—— 


"=o 
1 * 
-Y 
ſ 

p 
7% 
i 
[ 
' 

, 

: 


oc, Ir roo om ec fr aw 
> , 2 - 


162 Travers of J. Haxwar, E/: 


aſhore; but ſtumps of trees and ihallows made 
it difficult for a long boat to land nearer than 
twenty yards. However, the peaſants being at 
length ſatisfied that he was come on a friendly 
errand, came with merchandize; received Mr. 
Hanway and his attendants, and conducted 
them by many crooked paths through a thick 
wood to a {mall village. Theſe people are ſwar- 
thy, but their features regular and ſomewhat 
delicate. Our Author ſent his Armenian in- 
terpreter with his compliments to Mahommed 
Zaman Beg the Governor of A/rabad, and with 
orders to provide neceſſaries for the freſh pack- 
age of the cloth, after which he returned on 
board. 

On the 2iſt, it was obſerved, that the ſun 
was riſen above an hour before it was viſible to 
thoſe in the ſhip, ſuch is the ſtupendous height 
of the mountains. The Governor ſent to aſ- 
ſure Mr. Hanway of his protection, and to ad- 
viſe him not to repoſe any confidence in the 
peaſants near the coaſt. A few days after he 
was viſited by Naxzecr Aga, a. Perfian officer, 
who had been recommended to him as a perſon 
of great probity: he made him an offer of his 
houſe at 4/rabad, which Mr. Hanway accepted, 
and aſſured him of the ſenſe he had of his own 
happineſs in meeting with fo kind and generous 
a friend. Naser Aga was accompanied by 
Myrza, a grave old man who had a great repu- 
tation for wiſdom, | 

On the 26th the ſhip narrowly eſcaped being 
burnt; for about 80 pounds of raw cotton, in- 


tended for the package of the bales, being ſet 2 
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fce in the ſteerage, by the careleſſneſs of one 
of the ſeamen, it was with difficalty extin- 
guiſhed. Mr. Hanway was aſleep in the cab- 
bin and almoſt ſuffocated with ſmoke, and the 
danger was the greater, as the fire was about 
the powder cheſt; but it pleaſed Providence that 
no harm was done, except burning the hands 
and faces of ſome of the ſailors, which were 
ſon cured. But at night the woods and the 
mountains took fire, occafioned by the cuſtom 
of burning ruſhes on the coaſt, in order to de- 
ſroy the inſects that breed in them, and to af- 
ford a free paſſage for the air. This fire being 
affited by the wind made a dreadful blaze, 
ich ſoon extended ſeveral miles; and the 
wind blowing from the ſhore brought with it 
ſuch heat, that the butter in the ſhip ran to oil. 
There had been a bright ſun and no rain for 
twenty days, ſo that it was with difficulty the 
peaſants diverted the current of the flames and 
ſaved their villages. 

Mr. Hanway ſoon after prepared to go on 
ſhore ; but the Armenian interpreter began now 
ta expreſs his fears of the dangers to which th 
thould be expoſed in their intended journey to 
AM-/hbed, where he had been robbed, in ſome for- 
mer rebellion, of goods to a conſiderable value; 
bur, being of a timorous diſpoſition, what he 
{ad made but little impreſſion on Mr. Hanway ; 
and Myrza Mahommed, having received orders 
from the Governor of the province to ſupply 
him wich a guard, and to entertain him in his 
zouſe, he landed che bales without waiting for 

| | the 
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the Governor, who had intimated his deſign to 
viſit the ſhip. 

On the 2d of Jannaty 1744, Mr. Hanway 
pitched his tent on the ſhore, and collected all 


the people Who were to convey the goods to the 


city. Myrza then ſent him an invitation to 
come to his houſe, and his ſon who delivered 
the meſſage aſſured him in a complimental 
ſtrain, that his father would kill him if he re- 
turned without him. Our Avthor, however, 
excuſed himſelf till the next day. One of the 
company then ſung an extempore ſong, con- 
filing moſtly of welcomes and fulſome com- 
mendations of the ſtrangers, after which they 
eat their pleo, which they finiſhed in a much 
ſnorter time than a table could be laid for a 
polite entertainment in Europe. At length they 
made large fires, round which they danced, 
and ſee med filled with joy, and in the evening 
they performed their devotions. During the 
night, the jackalls in the woods barked and 
howled to ſuch a degree that it was very dif- 
ficult for perſons unuſed to ſuch noiſe to re- 
ceive the refreſhment of ſleep. In the morn- 
ing Myrza*s brother and his two ſons came with 
ſeveral horſes, of which Mr. Hanway took one 
for himſelf and another for his interpreter, and 
in about eight hours they arrived at the city, the 
carriers making but one ſtop on the way, which 
was to perform their devotions. 

The next day, as Mr. Hanway had not yet 
provided a proper equipage for appearing be- 
fore the Governor, Nazeer Aga, in whoſe houſe 
be was loiged, lent him a horſe handſomely 
capa- 
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capariſoned, and inſiſted on his taking his ſer- 
vants as well as his own to attend him. Mr. 
Hanway's preſent to the Governor was carried 
in before him, and conſiſted of ſeveral cuts of 
fine cloth and loaves of ſugar laid on a large 
tea-board, The Governor was attended by ſe- 
veral perſons of the greateſt diſtinction in the 
city, who all roſe at his coming and defired him 
to take his place; when the Governor, obſerv- 
ing that he could not accommodate himſelf to 
their manner of fitting, ordered a chair, bid 
bim welcome to Per/ia, and told him that the 
city of Aſtrabad was now at his diſpoſal. Mr. 
Hanway returned him thanks for this high 
ſtrained compliment, and aſſured him of the 
great ſatisfaction he felt at being received into 
the protection of a perſon of his character and 
authority. He then mentioned the favourable 
decree granted by the Shah to the Engl; mer- 
chants, and obſerved that it depended on the 
Governor to ſee his Majeſty's pleaſure execut- 


ed. He afterwards aſked, if the paſſage to 


Maſched was ſafe; the Governor anſwered in 
the affirmative, and that he would ſend four 
choice ſoldiers, with him, who ſhould be bound 
for the ſafe delivery of his caravan at Maſched. 
Upon this our Author returned him his thanks, 
and retired, 

Mr. Hanway now, infpired with gratitude, 
went to pay his reſpects to Nazeer Aga, of whoſe 
humanity and politeneſs he had received ſuch 
lignal proofs. This old man had been Nadir's 
companion when he was only the chief of a 
party of robbers in the neighbouring moun- 

| tains. 
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- tains. He ſeemed too honeſt for Nadir's pur- 
poſe, and his want of ambition ſecured him 
from moſt of the calamities common even to 
favourites. His white beard gave a venerable 
air to his perſon, and a manly chearfulneſs 
rendered his company perfectly agreeable. The 
old man received him with great marks of kind- 
neſs, and fent for ſome 3 carriers to agree 
about conveying his caravan to Meſched. Here 
Mr. Hanway firſt received a proof of the equi- 
vocating diſpoſition of the modern Perſfans, and 
finding it was impoſſible to fix them to any 
thing, he took his leave for that time. 

Mr. Hanwaoy was viſited a day or two after 
by ſeveral of the principal men of the place, 
who made their compliments by putting their 
hands on their breaſts, and bowing the head. 
Thoſe who are more famihar preſs the palm of 
your hand between both theirs, and then raiſe 
them to their forehead, to expreſs the high and 
cordial reſpect they have for your perſon. Moſt 
of the viſitors had an air of importance, and 
ſpoke little, but after ſitting and ſmoaking the 
caallean, for a few minutes, took their leave. 

The Per/ians are extremely fond of tobacco; 
theirs is yellow, and very mild compared with 
that of America; and they draw the ſmoak in 
prodigious quantities. The caallean uſed on 
this occaſion is a glaſs veſſel reſembling a de- 
canter, filled about three parts with water. The 
tobacco being prepared and made into a ball, is 
put into a ſilver utenfil not unlike a tea- cup, 
which has a tube that reaches almoſt to the bot- 
tom of the water. Another tube is fixed to — 

neck 
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neck of the veſſel above the water, faſtened to 
a leathern pipe through which they draw the 
ſmoke, and as 1t paſles through the water it is 
cool and pleaſant. 

Mr. Hanvay entertained ſome of his gueſts, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, with 
ſweetmeats, of which they took a little, and gave 
the remainder to their ſervants: theſe are often 
ſo numerous, that a treat of this kind will coſt 
ten or twelve crowns. Abſurd and expenſive as 
this cuſtom appears, our Author thought it leſs 
inconſiſtent than that which prevails in ſome 
parts of Europe, where a ſervant is rewarded by 
his matter's gueſts for doing his duty. 

The difficulties and delays made by the car- 
riers gave Mr. Hanway great vexation, and 
ſome of the townſmen frequently importuned 
him to open his bales and fell them pieces of 
cloth; but rather than agree to this, he made 
ſeveral of the principal perſons preſents of as 
much as was ſufficient for a coat. At length, 
being perſuaded by Nageer Aga, he with great 
reluctance agreed to let the camel drivers (et. 
out with part of the goods two or three days 
before he was to follow them, they alledging 
that they could not keep pace with the horſes, 
Accordingly on the 10th he delivered 40 bales, 
which were placed on the backs of ten camels, 
ſent an Armenian ſervant along with them, and 
appointed a place of rendezvous on the other 
ſide the moſt difficult paſſes of the mountains. 

Mr. Hanway then made a viſit to the Gover- 
nor, who appeared perplexed and troubled. It 
Was {aid that he was providing horles to - 
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the King's treaſure, amounting to 17,000 
crowns, to Caſſin, and he now let our Author 
know, that he could not ſpare him above one 
ſoldier. He was extremely ſtartled at this news, 
and uſed many arguments to perſuade the Go- 
vernor to alter his reſolution, but without ef- 
fect. He was aſtoniſhed to find that a caravan 
with 17,000 crowns in money ſhould have a 
ſtrong guard, while he with zo, ooo crowns in 
cloth was to have only one ſoldier: but he was 
ignorant of the ſecret, and this ignorance con- 
ſtituted his happineſs. He intended to follow 
the firſt caravan immediately, and prepared 
kedgavays, a kind of covered chairs big enough 
for one perſon to fit in, which the Perfians hang 
over camels in the manner of panniers, that 
he might accommodate any of his company, 
ſhould they happen to fall ſick, and provide 
for his own ſecurity againſt the extremity of 
the cold. 

He was preparing to leave this city, the firſt 
he had ſeen in Pera; but while he was giving 
the neceſſary orders, Nazeer Aga came and told 
him that it was not a lucky hour, and there- 
fore he muſt not depart. Mr. Hanway anſwered, 
that as he depended on that good providence 
which at all times governs the world, he paid 
no regard to lucky hours, and would therefore 
g0: but the other replying, that he muſt not 
ſet out, he thought proper to ſubmit. 

A diſmal ſcene began now to diſcloſe itſelf: 
Nazeer Aga had hardly left him, when he heard 
the hoarſe ſound of trumpets to call in the 


neighbouring inhabitants with their cattle, 
The 
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The ſhops were ordered to be ſhut up, and the 
townſmen to repair to the walls. He now be- 
gan to recollect a thouſand incidents which diſ- 
covered the play that was about to be acted, 
Nazeer Aga immediately returned, and adviſed 
him to ſend for his ſhip, acknowledging that 
they were all in the utmoſt danger from the re- 
bellion which had broke out in the neighbour— 
hood of the city; but alas! this could not be 
done, for the veſſel had failed to another port. 
Mr. Hanway deſired him to ſend for the ten ca- 
mel loads of cloth, that it might return back 
to the city, but the old man told him, that 
none were permitted to go out of the city, and 
that for fear of an inſurrection within the walls, 
a ſtrong guard was ordered to patrole the ſtreets, 
It now appeared that Mahommed Haſjan Beg, 
who had left the city ſome days before, was 
in arms at the head of a party of Khajars, 
with an auxiliary body of Turkuman T artars. 
Mahommed Khan Beg and Sadoc Aga, two young 
men of diſtinction who were with the Gover- 
ror when Mr. Hanway firſt waited on him, 
had joined the rebels, and all unanimouily de- 
clared that they reſolved to ſeize the Shah's trea- 
| ſure, and particularly our Author's caravan 
and the better to delude the unhappy townl- 
men, they gave out that the Shah was dead, 
The next day the Governor ſent ten ſoldiers 
to guard the ten camels loaded with Engl: 
cloth back into the city; but the enemy was 
already poſſeſſed of all the avenues, and the 
goods were actually lodged in a village that be- 
longed to Mabommed Khan Beg. The only com- 
Vor. XIV, Q * 
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fort Nageer Aga now gave Mr. Henway was, 
that while he lived they ſhould not touch his 
life. The old man was now perfectly ſenſible 
of the danger which threatened that gentleman 
and his attendants. The reſpect that had al- 
ways been ſhewn to Nazeer Aga by Mabommed 
Haſſan Beg, and thoſe who had embarked in 
this deſperate enterprize, induced him to ven- 
ture among them, and to endeavour to diſſuade 
them from perſiſting in it, the old man made 
ule of all his eloquence ; but they ſuffered him 
to return, without his being able to make any 
impreſſion on them. Hitherto he had appear- 
ed undaunted ; but he now ſeemed extremely 
diſturbed, and as much concerned as if he was 
that night to render up his accounts for all his 
paſt life, and for the years that had rendered 
his beard fo venerably hoary. 

A beſieged city, and a faithleſs and weak gar- 
riſon, were things as new to Mr, Hanway as Per/ia 
and the Perſians; but the dread he had conceived 
of the barbarity of the Turkuman Tartars made a 
deeper impreſſion on his mind: the only hope 
that remained was, that it could anſwer no end 
to theſe barbarians to do violence to his perſun, 
fince it could not conceal the robbery. His at- 
tendants would have perſuaded him to put on 
a Perſian habit; but he choſe to remain with- 
out diſguiſe. The rebel army having approach: 
ed near the city, the Governor and Nazeer 4g 
eſcaped by night in the diſguiſe of peaſants. 

Thoſe who were not in the rebellion now 
curſed our Author. as the cauſe of their diftrels 
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had made the rebels riſe in arms in order to get 
them into their poſſeſſion: but as he had. no- 
thing to reproach himſelf with, theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions made little impreſſion on his mind. As all 
reſiſtance would have been vain, the people 
had nothing to do but to ſubmit to the conque- 
rors, and the city was delivered to Mahommed 
Haſſan Beg without tumult. 
On the 17th the rebels entered the town with 
great ſigns of joy and mirth. A large party 
drove before them the Calenter, or town-clerk, 
who had ated as Sub-Governor, and another 
perſon ſtark naked inſiſted on their giving them 
the poſſeſſion of the King's treaſure, which the 
Governor had concealed before his eſcape. 
Sadoc Aga, who was appointed General, 
with Mahommed Khan Beg and 14. other perſons 
of diſti action, now came to the houſe where Mr. 
Hanway dwelt : he had collected his attendants 
into one room, where he waited to know his 
fate: from thence he ſent a Tartar boy, who 
underſtood the Turi;/þ language, to conduct 
theſe hoſtile viſitors to him, and to tell them that - 
he hoped to be treated with humanity. They 
immediately entered, and aſſured him, that 
they had no intention to hurt him, and would 
as ſoon as the ne government was eſtabliſned, 
pay him for his goods, demanding at the ſame 
time to be informed, where they were lodged, 
and requiring him to give up to them his purſe; 
but when they had counted the money it con- 
tained, they delivered it back to him again. 
Mr. Hanway, however, had the addreſs to con- 
ceal a purſe of 160 crowns in gold. | 
Q 2 After 
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After the rebels were in poſſeſſion of the city, 
they put only one man to death, who was a 
groom belonging to the late Governor, and had 
been the actual executioner of Tæhmas, Shah 
their laſt lawful Sovereign. 

It was now apparent to Mr. Harway on what 
principles his pretended friend Myrza Mahon 
med had ated; he was in the ſecret of the re- 
bellion at the time of his arrival, and had 
brought him into the city as a ſheep to the 
ſlaughter; however as he had now nothing to 
loſe but his life, he thought it beſt to diſſem- 
ble his knowledge of his perfidy, and intreat- 
ed him to recover for him the money he had 
advanced to the carriers, and he actually got 
back 150 crowns. 

Baba Sadoc was now Governor of the city; 
and Mr. Hanway ſecured him in his intereſt by 
a preſent of a piece of rich ſilk, which he had 
ſecreted with the money mentioned above, and 
by this means obtained the poſſeſſion of his 
chamber, from which he had been forced by 
the rebels. His purſe was again demanded by 
Mabommed Khan Bee, and Mr. Hanway was 
obliged to give it him. Two of the Turkuman 
chiefs were then brought into the room, whoſe 
habits were coarſe and their perſons ill favour- 
ed. Theſe ſaid to Mahommed Khan Beg, You 
„give us the merchandize of the Rufrans, will 
% you not give us the Raſſians alſo? they will 
«« ſerve to keep our ſheep.” This ſpeech made 
Mr. Hanway reſolve to leave the city at any 


rate, fearing that if the Turtuman party ſhould 
continue 
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continue victorious, he ſhould be carried as a 
ſlave into the country of thoſe barbarians. 

The Turkuman Tartars ſoon after quarrelled 
about the plunder. Fear now took place of 
tumultuous joy; the gates of the city were or- 
dered to be ſhut, and no perſon allowed to 
paſs in or out, without the knowledge of Ma- 
hommed Haſſan. However, Mr. Hanway hav- 
ing given to that new Governor a regular ac- 
count of the real value of the goods, and the 
better to carry on the farce received of him a 
bill for the amount which was promifed to be 
paid when the new government was eſtabliſhed, 
the Governor engaged Myrza to provide him 
and his attendants a guard, and horſes to carry 
them. | 


r 


Er . 


The Author leaves Aſtrabad, arrives at Balfruſh, 
joins a Party of the Shah's Forces, and the Ad. 


ventures which befel him in retiring before the 


Turkuman Tartars. 


N the 24th of January Mr. Hanway 

took leave of A4/rabad under the con- 
voy of Myrza, his brothers, his two ſons, and 
about 20 armed villagers; he carried with 
him all his baggage and even his arms, and af- 
ter a day's journey arrived ſafe at Koord'cmalla, 
a village belonging to Myrxa. His brother, 
whoſe character was not the moſt amiable, 
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would have conducted Mr. Hanway to his houſe 
in the adjacent mountain; but he abſolutely 
refuſed to go, in which reſolution he was con- 
firmed by the carriers, who expreſſed their fears th 
of him by ſaying, ** God only knows of his th 
« ſecret retirements.” Myrxa, who imagined 
Mr. Hanway was ſtill poſſeſſed of ſome things 
of value, thought it inconſiſtent with his inte- 
reſt to. ſuffer him to carry them off, His de- 
mute countenance, and ſtrict obſervance of 
the letter of the law, ſerved to cover the vio- 
lation of ſubſtantial virtue. He had now got 
that unhappy gentleman in his power, aud 
made no ſcruple to declare that he would not 
anſwer for his ſafety a ſingle mile farther, and 
that the carriers who were under his juriſdicti— 
on ſhould not proceed, unleſs he left his bag- 
gage with him. This crafty old man, whoſe 
perfidiouſneſs was exceeded by nothing but his 
hypocriſy, reſolved to play a cunning game; 
if the rebellion ſucceeded he would make a 
prize of the baggage, and if it did not ſucceed 
he would plead his loyalty by preſerving it for 
Mr. Hanway. That gentleman ſaw himſelf 
Intirely at his mercy, and therefore thought it 
beſt not to ſeem to miſtruſt him ; therefore, after 
having ſecreted every thing that was portable, 
he dehvered the reſt up to him, 

The next day Mr. Hanway advanced with 
his company about 20 Exgliſb miles, and that 
night lay in the open fields: On the 26th, at- 
ter travelling over ditches and pathleſs woods, 
he arrived at a ruined cottage, where he paſled 


the night. His greateſt concern there was to 
prevent 
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prevent the jackals running away with his ac- 
coutrements: theſe animals, with which the 
woods abound, are remarkably fond of lea- 
ther, and ſeveral of them ran over his bed in 
the night. He was determined to part with 
his conductors as ſoon as poſlible; for they 
ſowed rebellion wherever they came, the peo- 
ple receiving them as their deliverers, com- 
plaining aloud that the Shah had reduced 
them to the extremeſt miſery. They after- 
wards paſſed by the ruins of the palace at Fara- 
bad, once famous for being the reſidence of 
the Perfan Kings. From thence they pro- 
ceeded through a little village upon a lake, 
where ſeveral peaſants ſupport themſelves by 
- Wi catching wild ducks, They go in boats dur- 
- {Wing the night near the marſhy banks that are 
e covered with ruſhes, and carry great lights on 
is che ſtern, when ringing a number of ſmall bells 


; the birds are confounded, and even fly into 


a their hands. 
d The carriers had engaged to condut Mr, 
Tr anway and his ſervants to Balfrafh, the capi- 
f al of Mazanderan now about 20 miles diſtant; 
it ut hearing that Mahommed Khan, the Admiral 
r f the ſea coaſt, was railing forces to oppoſe 
55 he Aftrabad rebels, they would proceed no far- 
her. He was in a country ſurrounded by 


h arſhes, where no horſes, nor any other cat- 
it le were to be had, and therefore deſired them 
-o conduct him at leaſt to ſome place where he 
. ould procure horſes ; but this they alſo re- 
d (ed, alledging that as he was near the ſea, 


0 e might go by water. Accordingly, on 0 
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27th in the morning they conducted him to 2 
poor fiſherman's hut on the ſea-coaft, who had 
a leaky canoe to” irall for fix per rſons; be- 
ſides, it could be 149; ated only with oars near 
the ſhore, where the lurff ran ſo high that it 
ſeemed impoffibl for ſuch a boat to convey Mr, 
Hanway and his fervants 20 miles. He therc- 
fore repeated his entreaties that they. would 
either find him horſes, according to their agree. 
ment, or conduct him where he might procure 
them. This demand they treated with con. 
tempt, which obliged him to threaten them to 
uſe force: upon this two of them being armed 
with match-locks, lighted their matches: two 
had bows and arrows; and all of them, being 
ſix 1 in number, had ſabres, and put themſelves 
in a poſture of defence. Mr. Hanway col. 
lected his company, among whom were four 
muſkets, a blunderbuſs, and a pair of piſtols; 
but he could ſcarcely depend on more than two 
of his ſervants. In this ſituation they parley- 
ed for ſome time, till at length Mr. Hanwy 
wiſely ſubmitted, and truſting to providence 
embarked in the canoe, when having gentle 
breezes from the eaſt, he and his attendants go 
ſafe to Me/chedizar. The next day he ſent an 
Armenian ſervant to the Admiral Mahemme 
Khan, to inform him of his arrival, and to beg 
his protection: on which he received a hork 
handſomely capariſoned, and four mules for hu 
ſervants. 

On the zoth he came to Balfruſp, when 
he had the ſatisfaction to learn the opinion d 
the Perſan merchants, that the Shah won 

make 
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make good his loſs. Mahommed Khan congra- 
tulated him on his eſcape with life, and on | his 
arrival within his juriſdiction. But the next 


| day Sadoc Aga having advanced at the head of 
a party of Turkumans within a fey miles of the 


city, Mr. Hanway waited on the Admiral, who 
now ſeemed cold to his intereſt, and complain- 


| ed that he did not know but that the next day 


might be his lait, as he was neither in a con- 


dition to fight, nor dared to retire, for fear of 
his maſter's diſpleaſure. Our Author reſolved 
now to depend no longer on the Khan's pro- 
miſes; but to hire horſes, males, or even aſſes, 
where he could get them; but this he ſoon 
| found was impoſſible; for the greateſt part of 


the people had fied with their molt valuable 


effects, and the reſt were preparing to follow 
their example. Under theſe circumſtances he 
had nothing to do but to prepare to receive the 
E conqueror- a ſecond time, or to walk off by 
himſelf unattended. The next day Mahommed 


Khan ient him a horſe miſerably poor and diſ- 


Y tempered : he was in ſome doubt whether he 


ſhould accept of him or not; but at length he 


took his leave of his interpreter and ſervants, 


offeriug them what money they ſhould have oc- 
caſion for, and giving them the rebels paſl- 


port, he recommended them to providence. 


The Tartars entered one gate, as he went 
out of the other. Mr. Harway fell in with a 
party which conducted the baggage of Mahom- 
med Man, who with his few forces ſoon fol- 
owed; it was impoſſible for our Author to 
keep pace with him. The Tartar boy fol- 
lowed 


$ 
! 
1 
{ 


= 


DI 


_ — - 40 4 
* ww 5. .. 


— 


—_ — 
0 
r 


— — 


- of S SZ -, 
P I 


"$a 


— a — : 
_— — 2 2— 


————— — — — 


178 Travers of J. Hanwayr, E; 


lowed him on foot; but ſoon grew tired, and 
earneſtly intfeated him to take him up behind 
him. However, before they got fix miles, the 
horſe's hind quarters gave way, and he fat upon 
his tail like a dog, ſo that they were both ob- 
liged to diſmount. Mr. Hanway now hardly 
knew what method to purſue: he had wrapped 
his body round with ſoft Perfran ſaſhes to de- 
fend himſelf from the weather, which at that 
ſeaſon is generally ſevere in thoſe parts, ſo that 
he was but in a bad condition for walking, He 
had no guide, and underſtood but few words 
of the language; however, by the aſſiſtance of Wl 
the Tariar boy, who ſpoke Turkiſh and Ruſs, le 
he four his way to the ſea- coaſt, carry ing au 
blunderbuſs, and a pair of piſtols, His cloaths 8 4 
were already very mean, and the better to de- Wi m 
ceive any robber, he fet the boy on the horſe ſe 
which was ſtill able to creep along with a ſmall BM hi 
weight, and led him by the bridle. He came ac 
to ſeveral rivets, at «hich he had the good for- he 
tune to find ferric, and being afraid to ſhew WM bc 
any money for ſcar of being robbed, pleaded Wan 
poverty and paſſed gratis. In this manner be 
conti:.u'd his jourucy for ten Engliþ miles, 
perplexed, and extremely harraſſed with fa- 
tigue. At length, to his great joy, the Khan's 
company having halred, he came up with them, 
and procured ſhelter from the weather, with a 
matt to lie on. By this time Mr. Hogg his 
clerk, and his Ru//ian menial ſervant came up 
with him, having had better fortune than their 
maſter, for they had rode on horſeback with 
the Khan's retinue. 

; Early 
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| Early next day Mr. Hanway ſent to the Khan 
d let him know that it was impoſſible to pro- 
e ceed on the horſe he had ſent him: he then 
ordered others, but demanded above five times 
the value. Mr. Hanway knew that the poſſeſ- 
y [Þ fion of them would be precarious, and finding 
da perſon who offered to ſupply him with berrer 
. horſes for hire, declined the Khan's propoſal. 
at He now proceeded a ſhort day's journey to a 
at little village on the ſea-coaſt, where he halted, 
je and was again deprived of his horſe. The 
ds Khan there obſerving the beauty of his piſtols, 


which were mounted with filver, deſired the 
„ loan of them, alledging that he was going 
» a We with a party to reconnoitre the rebels. Mr, 
ths WW Hanway begged his acceptance of them, re- 
de- minding him at the ſame time that neither him- 
wwſe ſelf nor the three perſons who were yet with 
zall WM him, had any carriage but what depended on 
me accident. Upon this he again aſſured him that 
Cor. he would take care of them. But after a few 


hew WE hours abſence, he returned in ſome confuſion, 
ded and ordered all the avenues of the woods to be 


r be guarded, to prevent a ſurpriſe. Mr. Hanway 


iles, had not eaten any thing for near forty hours, 


fa- except a few parched peas, ſo that he was ob- 
jan liged to beg what he dared not buy. 
hem, The men and baggage being collected within 
ith the walls of the houſe where the Khan was 
7 his lodged, Mr. Hanway concluded they either 
e vWntended a ſecret flight, or to defend themſelves 
their!) caſe of an attack: he therefore joined them, 
with end repeated his intreaties for horſes whenever 
ey ſhould march, on which the Khan bid 
Early him 
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him not be uneaſy, and promiſed that he 
would not Ilcave any of them behind: but 
when night came on they began their march, 
and our Author had the mortification to find 


that every thing, even to the leaſt valuable 
baggage, was carried off, great part of it on 
very good horſes, while himſelf, Mr. Hegg, 


the Ry/ian ſervant, and little boy were let 


alone. He had thought that a preſent of a 


pair of piſtols of ſixty crowns value would 
have been ſufficient to procure the loan of a 
few bad horſes, for three or four days ; but 
where generoſity is a ſtranger, gratitude has 
ſeldom any admittance. Truſting to the good- 

neſs of Providence, he reſolved to follow the 

Khan, to try if he could yet procure relief. 
He had not ſtrength to walk far, and was 
ſtopped by a deep river. He happily found a 
ferry, and having paſſed it, entered into a wood 
where the road was deep and marſhy. It rain- 
ed hard, and the night was very dark ; but the 
baggage horſes being heavy and moving lowly, 
he came up to them, and having kept them com- 
pany near four miles, was ſo ſpent with fatigue, 
that finding no other expedient, he reſolved to 
ſeize the bridle of the horſe on which the Khan 
himſelf was mounted, and to try if the word 
Shah had any magic to bring him to that ſenſe 
of his duty, which neither his promiſe nor the 
dictates of humanity had yet produced. Hav- 
ing collected ſome broken words, and taken 
the Shah's decree out of his pocket, he ad- 
vanced towards the Khan, and calling him by 


his name, he halted. Our Author's ſituation 
pleaded 
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pleaded his cauſe without the aſſiſtance of many 


words, and the Khan ordered his Secretary to 
take him up behind him. | 
Thus mounted, he went on ſlowly for ſome 


miles, till the Khan ordered a horſe loaded with 


baggage to be delivered to him, for which he 
was to pay 50 crowns, though it was too dark 
to diſcover whether it was a horſe or any other 
animal. One of the conductors of the baggage 
had compaſſion on the Tartar boy, and took 
him up, and Mr. Hegg and the Ry/7an ſervant 
had hitherto ſtrength to walk ; but at length 
Mr. Hogg complained that he could go no far- 
ther, on which Mr. Hanway gave him the 
horſe; but was fo little able to walk, that he 
was ſoon obliged to deſire him to diſmount, 
and left him behind, 

The Khan's apprehenſions of the Turtumans 
carried him on from ſeven in the evening till 
the ſame hour next morning ; when, after a 
ſhort refreſhment, he continued his march till 
four in the evening. The darkneſs of the pro- 
ceeding night had been increaſed by continual 
rain; while the wind, the beating of the waves 
on the ſhore, and the apprehenſions of a ſavage 


enemy, added horror to our Author's fatigues. 


The next day and night they travelled 20 
hours, and at length halted at a village to re- 
freſh themſelves, where Mr. Hanway hired a 
barber to ſhave him, who, being aſked if he 
knew{that he was a Chri/tian, and conſequently 
unclean, left him in the midſt of his work. 
Our Author could hardly forbear laughing at 
the figure he made on this occaſion, he was in- 

Vor, XIV, R deed 
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deed literally unclean, for his cloaths were very 
dirty, they not having been off his back for 13 
days. He was now obliged to forget that ten- 
derneſs which his conſtitution ſeemed to re- 
quire ; and to lie on the bare earth, though 
ſometimes he had the fortune to procure a little 


ſtraw. The inroads of the Caſpian lea, and the 
torrents from the mountains had formed many 
channels of water, ſome of which were hardly 
paſſable. The north wind alſo made fo great 
a ſurge on the ſhore, that many horſes belong. 
ing to the company were thrown down by u 
violence, and their riders in danger of being 8 
drowned. At length he obtained a diſcharge - 
from the baggage under which his horſe labour. ws 


ed, but he found him ſo weak that he choſe 
to truſt to his own legs in paſſing theſe channel g. 
where he ſeldom eſcaped without being wet u 
the middle. | _ 
In the evening they arrived at Efpuchin, : 
little village on the ſea ſhore, ſituated iu a very 
marſhy wood abounding in ditches, with M hi, 
houſes ſcattered in a wild irregular manner. 
Mr. Hanway having taken a lodging reſolve 
to pay a viſit to the Khan; but the night ſul; -. 

denly coming on, he knew not which way in 
take, ſo that he wandered a conſiderable ting. 4 
among the ditches and bogs. After being ex whi 

— 5 fatigued and Ka, AV he diſcover, c 
a light, made up to it, and obtained the i Th: 
formation he wanted. He would now hay, 5 
gladly cleaned himſelf, but that was impoſe... 
ble; the Khan ſeemed extremely ſurpriſed : 
| ſeeing him, and Mr, Hanway could not expls 
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to him the reaſon of ſo extraordinary a viſit; 
but defired to be conducted to his own lodg- 
'3 ings. The moſt ſtupid and ungenerous have 
their fits of benevolence ;z our Author had the 

| pleaſure to ſee victuals ſet before him, with 


ln WE water to waſh, and a pan of charcoal to warm 
tle him. At length he was conducted to his lodg- 
he ings, where he found his Ruſſian ſervant, who 
us had ſupported himſelf under his fatigue, and 


being extremely faithful, had been in the ut- 
moſt anxiety on his maſter's account. 
13 The next day the Khan having made a forc- 
ed march, thought himſelf out of danger; for 
2 8 Sadoc Aga, with the Turkumans, had deſiſted 
from the purſuit; the Khan therefore gave his 
women in charge to Shahwerdie Beg, and went 
to Tunicabune, Shahwerdie Beg, who had before 
| ſhewn Mr. Hanway ſome inſtances of his good 
nature, being now detached from the Khan, 
treated him with greater civility ; but having 


related to his own perſon, he could ſupply 


is not cuſtomary for any man in travelling to 
come near the women, except. their Lord, or 
his ſervants: but the circumſtances they were 
in prevented a ſerupulous regard to this prac- 
tice, and Mr. Hanway had once the office, 
which is not the moſt dignified in that empire, 
of guarding the women with his blunderbuſs. 
The roads through the woods were ſtill very 
marſhy, while the ſand on the ſhore, and the 
rees which the ſea had waſhed down, render- 
id travelling very diſagreeable ; but the tem- 

R 2 perate 


no conveniencies of life with him, more than 


him with nonmng but proviſions. In Per/ia it 
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perate quality of the air was extremely refreſh. 
ing. Mr. Hanway now firſt obſerved the de. 
lightful fituation of many receſſes in the moun. 
tains, where they have plenty of fine running 
ſtreams, with a profuſion of vines, orange and 
lemon-trees. 

In twenty-three days fince the city of 4/ra- 
bad was taken by the rebels, Mr. Hanway had 
not enjoyed an hour of ſecurity or unbroken 
ſleep. He was now drawing near to Langarsod, 
which he had left ſeven weeks before, and 
was as deſirous of ſeeing it again, as if it had 
been his home; when Mr. Elten, being inform. 
ed that he was on the road, ſent Mr. Leftus his 
interpreter, with a ſervant and one of his bek 
horſes to meet him. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. vn. 


The Author's kind Reception by Mr. Elton. He 
goes in Search of the Shah, Is received with 
great Politeneſs by Hahdgee Zamon, The 
Perſian Manner of Eating, and the Nature of 
their Beds. A Deſcription of the City of Caſ- 
bin, and of the Palace built by Nadir Shah, 
abith the moſt material Events till his arrival 
at the Perſian Camp. 


UR Author on his arrival at Langarood 
was received by Mr. Elton with open arms, 
and congratulated on his having eſcaped with 
his liberty and life. His legs and feet were 


much ſwelled and bruiſed, his boots not hav- 


ing been off for fixteen days, and he was ob- 


liged to ſtay ſome time to provide freſh cloath- 


ing, he not having ſaved any part of what he 
carried to Aſtrabad. 
Mr. Hanway having informed Mr. Elton 

where he had left Matteuſe, his interpreter, and 
the other Armenian ſervants, with Mr. Hogg, his 
clerk, whoſe fituation he was afraid would ex- 
poſe him to ſome misfortune, Mr. Elton im- 
mediately ſent ſervants and horſes in queſt of 
him, and after a few days he was brought to 
Langarood. He had overtaken Mahommed Khan, 
who had provided him a horſe, for which he 
was to pay a confiderable price, though the 

| R 3 . beaſt 
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beaſt fell under him before he had advanced 
two miles. Mr. Hogg now appeariny as a man 
expiring in a lingering conſumption : he had 
been two days and three nights expoled to the 
cold and rain without any food or ſhelter ; five 
times robbed, and at laſt left almoſt naked, and 
being often in danger of his life, was at length 
relieved by the charity of ſome dervices, whoſe 
retreat in the mountains he had the gccd for- 
tune to diſcover. But Matteuſe, and the other 
Armenians left at Halfruſb, did not come home 
till three weeks after, and eſcaped theſe ſevere 
hardſhips, At that town they received a paſſ- 
port from Sadoc Aga, under his ſeal, the pom- 
pous ſtyle of which, conſidering his circum- 
ſtances, may give an idea of the idiom of the 
the oriental languages, as well as of Per/ian 
folly. < To the victorious armies be it known, 
« that Matteuſe the Armenian is here. Let him 
« not be moleſted, but live under our ſha- 
« dow.“ 7 

Mr. Hanway now took leave of Mr. Elton, 
and ſet out for Red. He ſoon found that 
though Ghilan was ſaid to have ſuffered leſs than 
any other province of Perſia by the wars and 
cruelties of Nadir, yet the villages Were in a 
ruinous condition. From Langarood to Lahijan 
is ſeven miles. The latter being ſituated on 
an eminence, is eſteemed the moſt healthy 
place in the province; for here the mountains 
open a paſſage for the wind. The rains had 
filled a large ſpot of ground, and formed a 
ſquare regular piece of water, in which were 


abundance of wild fowl. In the center ſtood a 
grove 
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rove upon a riſing ground, that ſerved to 
23 the proſpect, and render it as delight- 
ful as the rudeneſs of the ſeaſon would admit. 
Here he was received by Habdgee Zamon, who 
was diſtinguiſhed for his good ſenſe, as well as 
his authority in that place. 

The Hahdgee * complained aloud of the 
Shah's cruelty, and of the inhumanity of thoſe 
employed by him. Supper being brought in, 
| a ſervant preſented a baſon of water, and with 
| a napkin flung over his ſhoulders, went to every 
one in the company, and poured water on their 
hands to walh. A large ſalver, in the form of 
la tca-board, was ſet before every perſon, co- 
vered with a plate of pleo, on which was a 
ſmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with 
fruits and ſpices. There were alſo plates of 
comfits, ſeveral china baſons of ſherbets, as 
ſweet, ſour, and other waters, with cakes of 
Wice, and others of wheat flower, on which 
Mere ſprinkled the feed of poppies, and others 
pf the like nature. As they eſteem it an abo- 
Wnination to cut any kind of bread or meat, af- 
Wcr it is dreſſed, theſe cakes are made thin, that 
Whey may be eaſily broken with the hand, and 
Their meat, which is generally mutton or fowls, 
ſo prepared, that they divide it with their 
Wngers, When every thing is ſet in order be- 
ore them, they eat faſt, and without any cere- 
ony with their fingers, greaſiug their hands, 
nd ſmearing their beards. 


This title is given to all who have gone in pil- 


» 


rimage to Mecca, 


4 


Supper 


- 
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Supper was no ſooner over, than warm wa. e 
ter was brought to waſh, which being done, ff 
they reſumed their diſcourſe, And it is wor. 2 
thy of remark, that when the oldeſt man in the 
company ſpeaks, though he be poor, and fits at b. 

the lower end of the room, all the reſt pay a 
ſtri& attention to what he ſays. 0 
The company retired ſoon after ſupper, and (, 
beds were taken out of nitches made in the WM 
wall for that purpoſe, and laid on the carpets, de 
They conſiſted of only two thick cotton quilts, co 
one of which was folded double, and ſerved th 
as a mattraſs, and the other as a covering, with (in 
a large flat pillow for the head. They uſually WM by 
ſleep in their under garment and drawers : bu ho 
the Princes and other great men uſe ſheets, and Hof 
other delicate appurtenances of a bed, thong co 
with leſs parade than is practiſed in Europe; nor 
do they crowd their apartments with ſuperflu- 
ous furniture. N 

On the 18th Mr. Hanway ſet forward fer 

Reſbd, well pleaſed with his laſt night's en. 
tertainment, and the next day arrived at that 
city, where he was vifited by two Exgliſb gen. 
tlemen who reſided there, from whom he e. 
ceived great marks of friendſhip. He had ali 
a viſit from three French miflionaries, who wen 
ſenſible polite men. On the 2oth Mr. Hanrug 
paid a viſit to Ordo Kouli Beg, Governor of tht 
province, who was an old man, and receive 
him with great civility. As the cuſtoms of I- 
rope are known in this province, he immed» 
ately ordered a+ chair to be ſet for him. The 
apartment was full of people ſeated on felts ' 
| Came 
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| eamels hair, ſpread round the ſquares of the 
floor, the ſervants and ſoldiers ſtanding in the 
'r- area below, After ſome converſation, in which 
he W our Author related the misfortunes that had 
at befallen him, he took his leave. 
2 He here provided cloaths, bedding, kitchen 
| furniture, tents, mules and horſes, as well as 
nd ſabres and firelocks for his five attendants, upon 
the WF which occaſion he found that large mules are as 
et. dear there as they are in Portugal, where one 
ts, coſt him G21. 10s. but they are incomparably 
vel the moſt uſeful animals in rocky countries, be- 
"tn Wing very ſure-footed, and able to carry great 
2117 WW burthens for long journies. In the neighbour- 
bu hood of Neſbd are fields of rice, and plantations 
and Hof mulberry- trees: ſome of the mountains are 
ugh covered with cypreſs- trees, and others are com- 
no poſed of naked rocks piled upon each other to 
10- Ma great height, while the vallies are interſperſ- 
ed with villages, lawns, and arable lands. 
fo On the 26th he purſued his journey, and the 
em. vext day reached Roodbar, on the banks of the 
thatWiver Xixilaxan, where the country is covered 
gem gvith olive, orange, and other trees. This place 
e. s ſituated on the declivity of a hill, from 
al hence runs à ſtream of water that is conveyed 
wer dy channels to the roots of the ohve-trees, 
hich the peaſants here carefully cultivate, and 
f though it was yet February the heat rendered 
ravelling very fatiguing. 
On the 28th he and his company paſſed the 
10 KCizilazan with his baggage in canoes, and 
hey ſwam over the horſes and mules ; but the 
ts ream was ſo rapid that it carried ſome of them 
me near 
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near a quarter of a mile. As he aſcended the 
mountains he found the climate much altered, 
and as the wind blew hard, he and his atten. 
dants were obliged to diſmount, for fear of be. 
ing blown down the precipices, the path, in 
many places, not being two feet wide. The 
mountain riſes ſteep on one ſide, and the valley, 
in which are ſome branches of the Kizilazay, 
1s on the other. That day he travelled eigh- 
teen miles; the next the roads were very bad, 
and he was obliged to croſs the river thirty 
times in two hours, as the path conducted 
him; while the rocks on both ſides roſe per. 
pendicular from the water. 

On the firſt of March he travelled three far. 
ſangs, or twelve miles, over the mountains, and 
at length came to the great plain of Ca/#:n, then 
covered three feet deep with ſnow, which re- 
fleted ſuch brightneſs from the rays of the 
ſan, as to be extremely paintul to the eyes. The 
little villages on this plain are built ſo that 
half the houſes are under the ſurface of the 
earth, and the tops of them formed into a cone, 
the better to carry off the ſnow, He that 
night took up his lodging in a ruined ſtable, 
and the next day ſet out before ſun-riſe, to 
avoid the danger of being blinded, as well a 
to enjoy the benefit of a firmer road. 

On his arrival at Cæ/in, he paid his com- 
pliments to Hahdgee Abdulcrim, the greateſt mer- 
chant in the place, who provided him a hand- 
ſome houſe near his own, and told him that it 
was im poiſible at that time to proceed on hu 
journey on account of the ſnow. Th 


Cc 
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The houſes here are generally quite below 
the ſurface of the earth, as are many of the 
gardens below the level of the adjacent lands, 


in order to enjoy the convenience of water: 
for inſtead of bringing water up to their houſes, 


as we do, they level their habitations to the 
water. They in general build with bricks dri- 


ed in the ſun, and their cement is a ſtrong 


lime. Their roofs are flat, and it is not uncom- 
mon to ſleep on the houſe top. Theſe build- 
ings are encloſed with a mud wall: they con- 
ſiſt of two diviſions ; the outer one ſtands in a 
large area, and 1s a ſpacious room called the 
Aviam, one ſide of which 1s open and ſupporte 
ed with pillars : they here diſpatch their bu- 


ſineſs, and eat, when they do not retire to the 


women's apartment. Niches in the wall ſup- 
ply the place of tables : the floors are covered 
with large carpets ; on the ſides of the room 
hang felts about a yard broad, and two or three 
yards long, made with either wool or camels 
hair very ſoft, and uſed to fit upon. la the 
wings of this apartment are ſmall rooms for 
lodging, and in the yard are the ſervants rooms, 
and the ſtables. Behind theſe is another build. 
ing incloſed by a wall: this is the Harram or 
womens apartments, into which no man enters 
except the maſter of the houſe, 

On the 3d of March, Mr. Hanway viſited the 
Hihdgee, who entertained him at dinner with 
milks differently prepared, cheeſe ſomewhat 
like our curds, comfits and cakes of bread, 
They here make but two meals a day, the moſt 
conſiderable of which is in the eygning, The 

Hahdgee 
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Hahdgee enquired how he liked Perſa, and on 
Mr. Hanway's mentioning the uſage he had 
met with at Afrabad, he aſſured him that the 
Shah would do him juſtice ; but complained of 
the poverty and miſery to which the people 
were reduced, and then added, Caſbin had 
% 12,000 houſes inhabited, and now it has only 
« 1100 ; ſee from this eminence how this poor 
city is in ruins ! nor is pan much better; 
« that city had formerly an hundred thouſand 
* houſes many of them not much inferior 
& in ſplendor to the royal palace, which is 
«© the glory of the world: but I am aſſured 
„ that only five thouſand houſes are now in- 
„ habited. Alas! Sir, you know not to what 
« miſery we are reduced,” To this Mr. Han- 
way replied, ** I am very ſorry to hear your 
„ complaints, and to ſee ſo much reaſon for 
« them: for Ca/din indeed appears in ruins, 
« When your Sovereign has accompliſhed his 
« deſigns, ſurely he will change his ſyſtem : 
* he can never mean to deſtroy the people; for 
% that would be in effect to deſtroy himſelf.” 

Mr. Hanway ſoon after taking his leave, went 
to ſee the new palace built by Nadir Shah in 
that city, adjoining to the old one. Before the 
entrance is an avenue of lofty trees 300 yards 
long, and 15 or 20 broad. It is encompaſled 
by a thick and lofty wall, about an Exgliße 
mile and a half in circumference, with only 
one entrance, which is an arched gate, With- 
in it, are four large ſquares, adorned with 
lofty trees, fountains and running water. The 
apartments are raiſed about ſix feet from the 
| ground 
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ground : the Aivan, or open hall, is in the 
centre, and ſhuts in with falling doors. The 
rooms are ornamented in the Indian taſte, and 
me ciclings formed into ſmall ſquares, embel- 
liſhed with moral ſentences in very legible cha- 
raters. Moſt of the windows are of painted 
glaſs, in which the figures are drawn with their 
proper ſhades, and executed with great art; 
but many of the floors are only formed of hard 
earth, and others of a compoſition of beaten 
fone : theſe defects are, however, concealed by 
the conſtant uſe of carpets. 

The Harram makes a magnificent appear- 
ance; it conſiſts of a ſquare within its own 
wall, which is of brick about thirty feet high 
and two and a half thick: there are four diſ- 
tinct apartments, in ſome of which are foun- 
tains that ſerve to moderate the heat of ſum- 
mer, by giving the air a refreſhing coolneſs. 
The rooms are lined with ſtucco coloured in the 
Indian taſte, with birds and flowers painted 
with the moſt beautiful colours, and adorned 
with gilt edgings; but the chimney-pieces are 
in a mean taſte, and ſome are ornamented with 
looking- glaſſes in ſmall ſquares of different di- 
menſions ſet into the walls. There are a few 
rooms under ground, admirably contrived for 
coolneſs. Near the Harram 1s the Eunuch's 
apartment, remarkable only for its having but 
one door, and that a very ſtrong one. Here 
are likewiſe ſome old apartments built by Shah 
4bas, in which are ſome bad paintings done by 
Larepean painters: the Perſians themſelves are 
as ignorant of ſhades as the Chineſe. ; 
Vor. XIV. 8 The 
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The city of Caſbin is incloſed by a wall above MW fo 
a mile in each ſquare, that has a great number MW the 
of turrets and port-holes for arrows. It is ja. MW wi 
mous in hiſtory for being one of the chief ci. W of: 
ties of the ancient Parthia, the reſidence of ma- tha 
ny of the Perſan Kings, and the burial-place WM ſele 
of Hepheſtion the favourite of Alexander the ¶ fart 
Great. | tu 

Mr. Hanavay before his departure rode to fe | 
every thing worth notice, and in particle mil 
went to the market-place, which had one or : 
made a conſiderable figure; three parts of i the! 
were now in ruins; and old women appeared Ml ſant 
in the ſhops, which in former times was no rive 
practiſed. Here is a famous caravanſera, wia with 
a large entrance, and a magnificent dome; i coul 
has a great ſquare ſurrounded with piazu pare 
within which ate lodgings and apartments ff thei; 
the reception of merchandize: this edifice co tant: 
27,000 Crowns. to pr 

On the 11th of March, the weather beitet M 
warm, and great part of the ſnow melted, =/ 
Hanway ſet out with a caravan in which f me 


hundred thouſand crowns were to be carne Hof th 
to Shiras under a guard of 800 Aan, MWlte « 
he travelled on hardly any thing took his ſig black 
but the ruins of towns and villages; the rich tende 
neſs of the ſoil, and the ſoftneſs of the climategFcomp 
rendering this proſpe& ſo much the more mall 
mentable. This country abounds with elkMthe 81 
which ſeem to be as fleet as birds, for none M nent. 
the horſes could reach them. The ſkeletons WWbow s 
ſeveral camels were lying near the road, i ered 


fleſn of which had been conſumed by mo 
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WW for the camel is but ill qualified to travel upon 
t J the ſnow or wet ground; the breadth with 
which they carry their legs, when they lip, 
. W often occafions their ſplitting themſelves : ſo 
-W that when they fall with great burthens, they 
e ſeldom riſe again. They are moſt uſeful in de- 
MW farts and plain dry countries, and will travel 
two or three days with little or no water, 
t In Perfia it ſeems an eſtabliſhed cuſtom for 
military people to pillage wherever they go, 
ci or at leaſt to compel the inhabitants to procure 
it them proviſions : this often renders the pea- 


ei ants deaf to the calls of humanity. They ar- 


oi rived at a village where the houſes were built 
ih with ſtone, and made ſo detenſible that they 
WM could not procure an entrance, till they pre- 
3,08 pared to take a houſe by {caling the walls; on 
fe weir approaching other viilages, the inhabi- 
tants fled into the mountains, and left them 
t provide for themlelves. 

Mr. Hanway at length found that all his 


vim Per ran tellow-traveliers were in the cuſtody of 
i: meſſenger, and took particular notice of one 


of them who was a Fal/ourhe, of the rribes in 
tie caltern parts of Ve who ate almoſt 
black: he was well mounted, armed, and at- 
tended ;z but in debt to almoſt every one of the 
company, who apprehending him to be in no 
mall danger of his life from the reſentment of 
the Shah, demanded his horſe and arms in pay- 
ment. He gave them a ſilver caallean gilt, his 
bow and arrows, the quiver of which was co- 
ered with black velvet, and ſtudded with gold 
tails, Though this man's annual appointment 
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did not exceed 250 crowns, and he had no other 
revenue; yet the value of his horſes, mules, 
and their appurtenances, was not leſs than 1000 
crowns. He was very communicative, and 
finding Mr. Hanway an European, he ſpoke with. 
out reſerve: *©* 1 am, ſaid he, come from Ia. 
« han, where I have been two years raiſing 
76 forces for the Shah, and have procured him 
* two thouſand men; one thouſand is the u- 
% ſual number which he annually draws from 
«« that city. In return he has lately taken 
* from me 4000 crowns, and I am now under 
< the dread of ſome other act of violence, It 
« js no unuſual thing with my maſter to ſend 


« for a man in order to ſtrangle him: and for 


« my part I ſhould be glad to compound for a 
4 ſevere beating.” He endeavoured to lean 
by heart a prayer, which if repeated right in 
the preſence of the Shah, he ſaid, would divert 
his wrath ; but if falſely, increaſe it. He talk- 
ed of the force of words, and the power of the 
Almighty: he alſo had another ſpell, which 
was the repetition of ten particular letters 0 
the alphabet, as he entered the royal tent 


cloſing a finger at each, and keeping his ht 


clenched till he came before the throne; whe 
he was ſuddenly to open his hands, and by the 
diſcharge of his magic artillery to ſubdue the 
King's wrath. 

Tis indeed amazing to ſee in how many i 
ſtances the Perfans demonſtrate the higheſt iu 
perſtition. The hands with the fingers inte: 
changed, and ſome particular poſture of th 
body, are conſidered as full of magic power 
|  Sneexin 
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Sneezing they hold a moſt happy omen ; and 
'W they fancy that the meteors that reſemble fall- 
ing ſtars, are the blows of the Angels on the 
heads of the devils. Cats are held in great eſ- 
tem, but dogs in abomination, ſo that they 
are never permitted to come into any room, tho? 
they ſometimes uſe them at their diverſions. 
'W The Turks are not behind them in their folly. 
In the reign of Shah Alas, the Grand Signior 
ſent to that Prince to deſire, that as none but 
their prophet and his children had been dreſſed 
, in green, none of his ſubjects might be per- 
F mitted to wear that colour, eſpecially in ſtock- 
vr 
a 


| ings. To this Shah Abas, who was a man of 
pnderftanding, made anſwer ; that if the Grand 
Signior would prevent the dogs piſſing in the 
1 — in Turky, he would comply with the re- 
ueſt. | 
5 On the 17th they arrived about noon at a 
„wall village, where an advanced guard of the 
army was poſted to protect the villages, as is 
cCudomary when the camp is near. The com- 
mander of the forces declared that he could 
not find quarters for the Peſians in Mr. Han- 
way's company, and inſiſted upon their going 
* directly to the camp, but on their 2 
chat they bad paid for every thing they ha 
"YI von the road, and that they were alſo charged 
with the care of Mr. Hanway, they were ſuf- 
| fered to enter the village. 
U . . 
The fears of the Peran convoy increaſed as 
00 they approached nearer the camp, and the next 
day they took their leave of our Author with 
florrowful countenances, demanding of their 11] 
S 3 conductor 8 
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conductor why he haſtened them: . Doſt thou 
4 know, ſaid one of them, that to condemned 
«« perſons every hour of life is of great mo- 
«© ment?” Our Author now ſent his interpre- 
ter to the Shah's miniſter appointed for the re- 
ception of ſtrangers, to enquire where he ſhould 
pitch his tent: but though they were ſo very 
near the Shah, ſome of the ſoldiers in this vil. 
lage did not refrain from calling him raſcal iu 
plain terms. On the zoth he ſet out for the 
camp, and having entercd it, pitched his tent 
near the royal ſtandard. ; 


| Epofpotootootootoctoctocthootactocfooookoohootcof 


K.. o 


The Author obtains a Decree from the 8hah for th 
Payment of his Loſs at Aſtrabad. A Diſcris- 
tion of the Perhan Camp. Of the Shab's Me- 
men, and their Manner of Travelling, 


UR Author had now the ſatisfaction of 
learning that che rebellion at A/rabed 

was ſuppreſſed; but he had ſcarcely fixed his 
tent, than an accident had like to have depnv- 
ed him of life; for his greater ſecurity he had 
cauſed his fire-arms to be placed on the back 
part of the tent, and was walking in a penſive 
manner, when one of the ſervants moving a 
iece, it went off, and he narrowly eſcaped be- 
ing ſhot. He was extremely alarmed leſt the 


report of the muſket, ſo near the royal pavF 
hon, ſhould have given offence, his own be- 
n 2 ine 
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ing of cotton, was ſet on fire; but it was ſoon 
extinguiſhed, and this accident was happily at- 
tended with no other conſequence. 

He immediately waited on Muffapha Khan, 
who received him with great profeſſions of 
kindnefs, obliged him to dine with him, and 
aſſured him that juſtice ſhould be done him. In 
the mean while he delivered his petition to the 
chancery; and was told that it was believed 
his Majeſty would pardon the Perfant, in whoſe 
company he came to Caſbin, merely to do him 
konour. | 

The Shah paſſing from his harram to histent 
of audience, gave Mr. Hanway an opportunity 
of ſeeing him; he was plainly dreſſed, except 
in precious ſtones. Some days after, the royal 
ſtandard being taken down, as a ſignal for ſtrik- 
ing the tents, the army decamped, marching 
about two leagues and a half north-eaſt, where 
another tent being prepared for the Shah, Mr. 
Hanway pitch'd his in company with the whole 
camp. In marching, the greateſt part of the 
army kept in a collected, but irregular body: 
the followers of the camp covered ſeveral miles. 
The elephants and camels were employed on] 
in carrying great burthens : the laſt are of ſe- 
veral kinds, but the moſt ſerviceable are thoſe 
with two bunches on their backs. 

Mr. Hanway having delivered the bill he had 
received from Mahommed Haſſan, the chief of the 
rebellion at A/rabad, to the amount of his loſs, 
received a decree by which it was ordered, that 
he thould give the particulars of his loſs in 
viiting to Bebbad Khan, the Shah's General 

In 
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in Aftraba.', who had orders to deliver to him 
whatever part of the goods might poſſibly be 
found, and to pay the deficiency out of the ſe. 
queſtered eſtates of the rebels without delay to 
the laſt denier. This was not quite what Mr, 
Han way wiſhed for, becauſe it laid him under 
the neceſſity of returning to AHrabad. 

Being now eaſy on the ſubje& of his loſs, he 
rode through the Perſian camp, attended by his 
interpreter and another perſon, and informed 
himſelf of every particular relating to it. The 
tents of the miniſters and officers were placed 
in the front, -near that of the Shah, that they 
might always be near him. The quarter allot- 
ted for his tents was very large: before it was 
an avenue, one ſide of which conſiſted of a line 
of uniform tents, ſerving for guard-rooms, and 
on the other were the tents in which the affairs 
of the chancery, and other public concerns were 
tranſacted. The pavilion, in which the Shah 
uſually ſat to give audience, was placed about 
200 yards behind this avenue. It was an oblong 
| ſupported by three poles, adorned at the top 
with gilt balls. The covering was of brick-co- 
loured cotton cloth, and the lining of clouded 
ſilk. It had no appearance of magnificence, 
and the front was always open even in the wortt 
weather; but when it was very cold ſeveral pots 
of charcoal were placed in the middle. The 
floor was covered with carpets, and the Shah 
ſat croſs-legged, ſometimes apon theſe, and at 
others on a ſopha. The back part of the tent 
was divided into ſmall apartments, and on each 


fide was a kind bf alley, through which the at- 
tendants 
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tendants might walk round. At a conſidera. 
| WH ble diſtance behind were the Shah's private 
- WW tents, to ſome of which he retired at his meals. 
Almoſt contiguous to theſe were the tents of the 
) Shah's ladies, which had ſeveral curtains that 
formed ſeparate apartments one within another. 
" WH Fhe boundaries of the Shah's quarter were oc- 
copied by his eunuchs and female flaves, and 
almoſt this. whole circuit, eſpecially towards 
the reſidence of the women, was ſurrounded 
by a ſtrong fence of net-work, round which 
patrolled the night guard, who ſeverely pu- 
niſhed all intruders. | 
The camp market begins at the end of the 
ſquare fronting the guard rooms, and 1s about 
half a mile long. It conſiſts of tents on each 
fide like a ſtreet ſupplied with a variety of pro- 
viſtons, apparel, horſe furniture, and other ne- 
ceſſaries, which are brought thither for ſale. 
The officer who has the care of this market, 
tides up and down to keep order, and when 
any diſputes ariſe, the contending parties are 
brought before the ſuperintendant of the mar- 
ket, who acquires a conſiderable income from 
rents, fees, preſents, and extortions. Many 
of the ſhopkeepers are little better than com- 
mon futtlers. 'The great dealers are under the 
protection of ſome of the courtiers, who are 
themſelves the principal traders in flour and 
nice. As theſe great men have many ſupernu- 
merary ſetvants, camels and mules, they ſend 
them to diſtant provinces for rice, which they 
bring to the camp for ſale, and make vaſt pro- 
$3'of it. The ſhopkeepers who preſume to 
| / interfere 
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interfere with them in this branch of trade are 
generally marked out for deſtruction. 

The regimental colours are a narrow lip of 
ſilk ſloped to a point, ſome red, ſome white, 
and ſome ſtriped. Several hours before the 
moving of the camp one of the ſtandards was 
taken down by way of ſignal, and carried to the 
Place where the new camp was to be pitched. 
The bulk of the army often moved an hour or 
two before the Shah; for in removing from one 
camp to another, he ſometimes gallopped the 
whole way. 

Nadir had about fixty women, and nearly as 
many eunuchs, who generally rode near his per- 
ſon and kept pace with him. Before him went 
his running footmen, preceded by the chan- 
ters; and before them the watch guard. Theſe 
ſpread a mile or two, and gave notice of the 
Shah's approach, by crying out, Tertie, or 
make way: but when they met with people in 
their rout, rivers, precipices and rocks were 
no excuſe, they drove at them with their ma- 
ces, and made all before them fly at their ap- 
proach. This was only when he travelled with 
his women; for when he was without them, 
people were permitted to come nearer. His 
ladies, and indeed others of diſtinction when in 
Nadir's company rode on white horſes, in the 
{ame manner as the men; but at other times were 
carried on camels ſeated in machines reſembling 
a covered waggon, hung like panniers over a 
pack-ſaddle, and entirely concealed under a 
covering of crimſon cloth. , Ordinary women 
rode on horſes and mules, and mixed _—_ 
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the crowd, had a linen vail over their faces, 
and wore great coats, like men; but the vails 
of the pooreſt covered their whole bodies. The 
Upeck Tartar women were not ſo ſcrupulous 
about hiding their faces as the Per/rans. The 
females in the camp, except when on defperate 
enterprizes, are about one to ten males. 

adir had four complete ſets of horſe fur- 
niture, one mounted with pearls, another 
with rubies, a third with emeralds, and a fourth 
with diamonds of a prodigious ſize, many of 
them being of the bigneſs of a pidgeon's egg. 
Mr. Hanway was equally furprifed at, their 
immenſe value, and the barbarous taſte in 
which they were ſet. In a viſit he made to 
Muftapha Khan he mentioned to him the pro- 
digious value of the Shah's horſe furniture, and 
obſerved, that the jewels in Europe appear in- 
comparably brighter and neater ſet, and that 
if his Majeſty would truſt him with one of 
thoſe bridles, he would procure a complete ſet 
of horſe furniture to be made in Europe, which 
ihould exceed any thing that had yet appeared 
in the world: but the Khan replied: “ My 
« maſter has not patience enough to wait till 
« 1t could be finiſhed.” 

The officers, and even the ſoldiers of rank, 
had the bridles of their horſes mounted with 
filver with a mane-piece of plate, and an orna- 
mental chain; likewiſe the ſword, belts, and 
leathern accoutrements were mounted with the 
ſame metal. The handles of their battle-axes 
were generally ſtudded or covered with thin 
filver plates. In their ſaſhes about their waiſt 

they 
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they wore a knife, the handle and caſe of which 
were covered with filver. Some officers and 

rſons of diſtinction were obliged to wear gold- 
caſed knives, and ſome of their great men had 
filver ſtirrups, Thus Nadir endeavoured ta 
keep them dependant, by obliging them to ex- 
pend their money in articles of vanity. 

The reſpect ſhewn Mr. Hanway by Muſtn- 
ha Khan, who was conſidered as the moſt up- 
right man in the Perſan court, induced that 
gentleman to make him a preſent of a gold re- 


peating watch, with ſome fine cloth and rich 


filk: this he ſeemed unwilling to receive; but 
Mr. Hanway infilting on his accepting it as 2 
mark of his gratitude, he preſented him in re- 
turn ſome jewels which had once adorned the 
cap of ſome unhappy Indian. The principal 
4 conſiſted of a large ſapphire ſet in gold, 
and encompaſſed with diamonds; but theſe laſt 
were ſmall, and bored through in the manner 
in which the 4/azics ſpoil their precious ſtones: 
the reverſe of this piece was enamelled with 
flowers. 
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The Author's Journey from the Perſian Camp te 
Langarood. A Deſcription of the Country : an 
Account of the Perſian Couriers. He is viſited 
at Langarood by a Perſian Mullah : an Ac- 
count of the Perſian Women, their Marriages 
and domeſtic Slavery ; with a Deſcription of the 
Province of Ghilan. 
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N the 27th of March Mr. Hanauay ſet out 
from the camp, and beſides his other at- 
tendants, had two ſoldiers given him by M 
aha Khan for his guard. Though he now 
took a different road from that he paſſed before, 
he had every where the melancholy proſpect of 
raſt tracts of excellent arable land lying waſte 
in one of the fineſt climates in the world: the 
onſes of the deſerted villages ſupplied only 
fuel, and he ſaw ſeveral maroders pulling them 
own for that purpoſe. 'The next day he paſſed 
hrough a ruined village covered on the oppo- 
ite fide with an inacceſſible mountain: he 
ere diſcovered five perſons, who as he ap- 
roached ran to their horſes, which were ready 
addled and tied to trees. Theſe fellows took 
their arms as if they meant to attack him, 
bile he prepared for his defence; but his two 
diers ſeemed to have his preſervation ſo lit- 
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W. . at heart, that they loitered behind, and en- 
red into a parley with them, This gave our 
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Author ſome uncafincſs, and induced him to 
ſtop upon an eminence attended by one ſervant 
to ſee the iſſue of ther conference, while the 
reſt of his company were gone forward; but 
his interpreter ſoon rode back full ſpeed, and 
blaming him for ſtaying behind, declared that 
if they did not keep together they might ail be 
cut off; for he had diſcovered, that four of 
thoſe meu were gone round the hill, while one 
kept the (ſoldiers in talk. His fears were not 
without foundation; for the ſoidiers, who ſoon 
came up, had purchaſed a ſtolen hor ſe of the 
robbers, who acknowledged that the reputa- 
tion the Europrans had acquired for their dex- 
terity in the uſe of fire-arms, had been their 
greateſt ſecurity. | 

On the 2gth they aſcended the mountain, 
and had no ſooner reached the ſummit, than 
they found the air ſo extremely rarified, and 
the wind ſo piercing, that it was with d:jſicnlty 
they drew their breath. In the valley they 
found a very different climate, and Abar ap- 
peared before them in a delightful ſituation. 
This city, however, was in much the ſame cir- 
cumſtances as the others, and it was not wit! 
ou: difficulty they obtained a lodging. The 
mountains, over which lay their direct road, be- 
ing ſtill covered with ſnow, they were under 
the neceſſity of going near three leagues about; 
and in the ſpace of four leagues the road was 
ſo formed that they were obliged to pals a 
branch of the Aiz//azar 65 times; one of tie 
company having the curioſity to count them. 


This river was about zo feet wide, and two 
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or three feet deep; the ſtream was rapid, and the 
bottom covered with rocks and ſtone:. After 
2 journey of ten hours, they arrived at a deſo- 
late caravanſera where they found nothing but 
water; they had, however, provided themſelves 
t Hat a village on the road, where the inhabitants 
e bad entertained them with great hoſpitality. 
f On the ziſt they travelled near ten hours 
without fiuding any proviſions, and on their 
approaching the mountains that cover Ghilan, 
1 MW they found the reflection of the {ua fo ftrong, 
e that it was with difficulty they defended them- 
„ſelves from the ſcorching heat. At length their 
- W drooping ſpirits, almoſt exhauſted with fatigue 
it and hunger, were ſupported by the ſight of Ar- 
ſevil, a ſmall village; but they had the morti- 
„ fcation to find only one narrow path to it, that 
was fenced up with large fir-trees and a great 
d bank of earth. This raiſed a ſuſpicion that the 
iy Wl viliaze was in a ſtate of rebellion, and that it 
might be dangerous to force their way into it: 
neceſſity, however, filenced their ſcruples, and 
they with much difficulty removed the impe- 
diment, when they found that the villagers had 
made uſe of this expedient from their fear of 
the Shah's couriers, who without pity take, 
and without mercy ride, the horſes of the poor 
inhabitants. Upon our Author's entering into 
the village, he and his attendants were receiv- 
ed with marks of hoſpitality, for the peaſants 
knew that they would pay for whatever they 
wanted : but they had not been ia the village 
two hours before eight couners arrived, armed 
T 2 with 
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with muſkets, though they generally wear only 
ſabres. | 

Theſe couriers wear a white ſaſh, girded 
from their waiſts many times round their bo- 
dies: they take horſes wherever they can find 
them, which they do not always return to the 
owners: they even diſmount travellers, and of- 
ten leave them to walk with their baggage, 
This occaſions their being ſometimes repulſed 
and ſeverely treated, though as they are em- 
ployed in the Shah's buſineſs, an entire ſub- 
miſſion is required. Poſt-maſters were ſupplied 
by the Shah's orders with thirty, forty, or fifty 
horſes; but the demand for them 1s frequently 
greater than they are able to ſupply. One of 
theſe poſt-maſters being charged by Nadir with 
not furniſhing his couriers, anſwered, ** That 
«© I have not ſupplied them is moſt certain, 
& becauſe for every ten horſes you provided, 
« you ſent me 20 conriers: a man had better 
« die at once than live to ſerve a raſcal,” 
and immediately ſtabbed himſelf. The Shah 
cried out, „He is a brave fellow, ſave him;” 
but it was too late. 

While Mr. Hanway. was at this village, he 
obſerved youths of twenty years of age armed 
with military authority, giving blows on the 
heads of thoſe whoſe grey beards entitled them 
to reverence; this was done frequently for very 
trifling offences, and ſometimes for no offence 
at all: nor could he reſtrain his own Armeniat 
ſervants from following their example, till he 
aſſured them they ſhould receive ten ftrokes fo! 
one. 0 

ut 
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Our Author and his company having re- 
freſhed themſelves, left the village in the even- 
ing, taking their rout over a high mountain, 
from whence they deſcended into a- pleaſant 
and fruitful valley, and croſſing the Kizilazan, 
took up their lodging at two leagues diſtance 
from Ar/zvil. Spring was already advanced to 
its higheſt bloom, the brightneſs of the ſky, the 
water pouring from the rocks, the variegated 
verdure of the trees on the mountains, with the 
lawas and corn fields, filled the mind with the 
moſt pleaſing ideas. Their eyes were frequently 
entertained with the moſt noble and extenſive 
proſpects, bounded by ſtupendous mountains rif- 
ing gradually on each other; ſome had their ſant- 
mits covered with ſnow, while others conceal- 
ed their heads in the clouds. In the valleys in- 
deed appeared many ruined cities ; but the 
ſetpentine courſe of the Kigilaxan, with a va- 
riety of lawns and woods, finely diverſified the 
ſcene, The mind is naturally delighted with 
the return of ſpring; but to Mr. Hanway it 
afforded the more pleaſure, as the paſt winter 
had been attended with ſuch circumſtances of 
ditreſs. How happy, ſays he, might Perſia be, 
did not a general depravity of manners involve 
her inhabitants in ſach inextricable confuſion; 
but how much more happy are thoſe countries 
whoſe government is not deſpotic, and whoſe 


people are inſpired with ſentiments of virtue, 


and true religion; which alone can blunt the 
edge of thoſe calamities to which human hit 
is ſubject. The deſolate country through which 
he had travelled for ſo many days, rendered 
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the beauties of Gbilan the more ſtriking, A 
fjevid was bordered by olive-trees ; the walks 
in the gardens were incloſed with vines, and 
the fruit-trees were in bloflom : here were 
few proofs of art; but nature, with a little in- 
duſtry, ſeemed to furniſh all that was neceſſary 
or pleaſant. 

On the firſt of April Mr. Hanway paſtel 
through the narrow paths in the mountains 
that guard the province of Ghilar, in view of 
many pleaſant valleys, and the next day ar- 
rived at Reſpd, where he had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing ſome of his friends. On the fourth he 
ſet out for Langarood, and arriving there 
the next morning, was kindly received by Mr, 
Elton, and the two French miſſionaries, who 
were then with him. The naval preparations 
carried on there, were conducted by Admiral 
Mahommed Khan, who was extremely ignorant 
in maritime affairs, and finding that Mr. Has 
way was returned with ſucceſs from the camp, 
he ſeemed afraid of his reſenting his former 
conduct, being apprehenſive that the value of 
the piſtols he had preſented to him was greater 
than it really was, and being ignorant how 
to uſe the ſcrew-barrels, he offered to return 
them, to which our Author had no objection. 
Policy did not require the appearance of re- 
ſentment on his part, and charity ſeldom war- 
rants the reality of it. A mind ſaperior to 
the injuries we ſuffer by the weakneſs or wick- 
edneſs of others, ſeems to be the ſureſt mark 
of that generoſity of ſpirit which Chriltianity 
requires, and bids faireſt to ſecure that tran- 

quillity, 


throughR.usS1a into PERSIA. 21t 


quillity, which in a great meaſure conſtitutes 
our te.nporal hap; \inefs. 

Mr. Hanway was here viſited by a Mullah or 
Perſian Prieſt, ho came in company with 
Sſah verdie Pag, the perſon to whom he had been 
{> much obliged: they entertained him with 
ſeveral quotat ons gut of their poets, particu- 
larly with regard to the pleaſures aud miſeries 
of life ariiing from the ſociety of women, and 
expreſſed themſelves upon this beet ith 
great delicacy. After other remarks, the Mul- 
lah obſerved, that thoug! 1 their Jaw permitted 
a man's having four wives, and did uot train 
him ip the number of his concubines, yet they 
always conſidered him as the mv? virtuous 
man, who confined himſelf to one wife, with- 
out any coucubine, and the Mullah intimated, 
that it was bis opinion, that celibacy teemed to 
be a war againft nature, and was coniequently 
a vice. 

A woman in Per/ia is before her marriage 
examined with reſpect to her perſon, by the 
mother or ſome other female relation of the 
man; as the man is by the parent or friends 
of the woman. A report being made, the wo- 
man's parents Cemand the price, which being 
paid, the Kazzi or judge, or where there 1s 
none, the Mullah marries them, very often with- 
out their having .ſeen each other. The Per- 
fans may marry for a monch, or any time agreed 
upon between the parties, aud they are at li- 
derty to ſeparate when the time is expired; but 
the woman muſt not marry again immediately 
unleſs ſhe is certain of her not —_ kl 
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child. If ſhe proves pregnant, the man is ob- 
liged to ſupport her for a year; and if the child 
is a male it is his; if a female, hers. Mar- 
riage, however, does not entitle the women to 
any diftinguiſhed privileges; for they are con- ¶ ba 
ſidered as little more than ſervile creatures, ¶ fac 
formed for the pleaſure of their lords. cit 
The women of Ghilau are very induſtrious; 
the common ſort are often ſeen abroad with- Moth 
out vails, planting rice, and performing other Nour 
offices of agriculture; and at home they are Wmo! 
employed in ſpinning and in different many. 
factures. Thoſe in this province are fair, and 
their eyes and hair are black: but there, as in 
other places, they blacken their eyes by the 
uſe of a drug, which leaves a blackneſs on 
the eye-lids. They have a great eſteem for 
large eyes; their features are ſmall, their ſta 
ture is low, and they have fomething delicate 
in their form: but in general the Georgians are 
moſt eſteemed for their perſonal charms. Their 
children are very handfome when young, bul 
the boys ſoon change their complexion. The 
irls who do not labour in the fields are fel 
5 ſeen abroad, except in a morning betort 
the ſun riſes, ad then are covered with vail 
which reach down to their feet. When a lad; 
of diſtinction travels on horſeback, ſhe is ni 
only vailed, but has generally a ſervant wi 
runs or rides before her to clear the way; ani 
on ſach occaſions the men always turn the: 
backs till the women are paſſed; for it 
thought the greateſt- ill manners to look 
them. The care of concealing their faces! 
av0 
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woid the imputation of acting indelicately and 
| WW contrary to cuſtom, has made fuch an impreſ- 
. W fon on them, that our Author was told of a 
» W woman, who being accidentally ſurprized when 
- W bathing, ſhewed her whole perſon, except her 
face, to hide which, ſhe employed all her ſoli- 
citade. 

The Per/ians are as much governed as any 
other nation by outward appearance; hence 
r Wour factors in the ſouth of Pera have, from 
re N motives of policy, carried this affair much far- 
2- ther than thoſe who came from the cold regions 
id of Ru/ia; they have had their gold caalleans, 
in Wrich ſaſhes, running footmen, led horſes, Cc. 
ne Their dreſs was Perfan, except the wig and hat, 
on Wand their garments were lined with ſables. Shah 
for N Stan Huſſein gave them a noble palace and fine 
gardens; and at a public entertainment made 
for that Prince, the factors once ſpread the 
ground with ſcarlet cloth, for him to walk on 
rom the royal palace to their own, and after- 
ards gave it to the ſoldiers. This conduct 
vas political among ſo oſtentatious a people as 
he Perfians, and doubtleſs had good effects: 
dut the invaſion of the 4/ehans prevented the 
ontinuance of it. Mr. Elton, however, thought 
t became the rank he bore in the Shah's ſer- 
ice, to have four running footmen to attend 
im ; his Adjutant was finely mounted, and car- 
ed a light fowling-piece at the head of the ca- 
alcade, and the rear was brought up by his 
aallean bearer on horſeback, who carried a lea- 
hern pannier filled with outward garments, 


| rovifions and the like. 
Ghilan 
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Ghilan is covered on one fide. by a range of WW anc 
mountains nearly in the form of a creſcent. Near 
What greatly adds to its beauty is the abund- the 
ance of timber and other wood, and the ro. W cul 
mantic ſcenes it every where affords. At the MW inh 
foot of the mountains, to the eaſtward near the ¶ pou 
bay, is a hot bath much eſteemed for its me- pin: 
dicinal virtues; the water of which is of a Here 
yellowith colour. All the paſſes into G-ilar thei 
are very difficult, and hence the Kings of Perſia Mic: 
have hardly ever been able to keep the inhabi- Whit: 
tants of the ſouthern coaſt of the Caſpian ſez Mcati, 
in ſubjection. | 

Rejpd, the metropolis of Ghilan, was, about Neven 
20 years before our Author's being there, ſur- 
rounded by a thick wood, which rende:«d it 
extremely unwholiome : but the & no 
ſooner poſſeſſed this part of the province, than 
they cleared the ground for near 15 miles to 
the ſouthward, and a proſpett is now opened 
that is only bounded by the mountains whoſe 
tops riſe ſo high, that they are generally co- 
vered with ſnow throughout the whole year. 
The air of this province, tho? admirably adapt- 
ed to the cultivation of raw filk, and rice, of 
which there are greater plenty here than in any 
other part of Perſia, is tar from being healthy, 
for the numerous marſhes occaſioned by the 
overflowing of the Caſpian ſea, the fields of 
rice often laid under watcr, and the vicinity of 
the mountains covered with wood, contribute 
to hurt the air, eſpecially when the heat of the 
fun is violent and the exhalations ſtrong. Ther 


are here innumerable ſwarms of frogs, grab, 
an 
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and ſpiders; the extraordinary moiſture of the 
earth breeds inſe&s even in their own houſes, and 
the air is fo productive of ruſt, that it is diffi- 
cult to preſerve even the work of a watch. The 
inhabitants obſerve, that women, mules and 
poultry enjoy health, when all other animals 
pine away with ſickneſs ; whence it may be in- 
: MW ferred that their confinement contributes to 
their prefervation, In the year 1714, ſuch an 
1 Wiicredible quantity of ſnow fell, that the inha- 
- Whitants at R had ſome days no communi- 
2 cation with each other, but from the houſe 
tops, which are, however, not very lofty. They 
at Neven aſſured our Author, that in ſome places 
the ſnow was ſeven yards deep. 
The people here enjoy a long ſpring, during 
hich their lawns and meadows are ftrewed 
with flowers, avd the buſhes with roſes, and 
honeyſuckles. The ſoil, which is exceeding 
ertile, produces ſome hemp and hops, and al- 
it every kind of fruit without culture; for, 
beſides pomegranates, peaches, oranges, and 
*mons, here are abundance of prapes, the 
pt- Wines ſupporting themſelves on the trees, and 
, of rowing wild in the mountains; ſo that a great 
any {Wart of the province is a perfect paradiſe, not- 
thy, Nithſtanding the many inconveniences that at- 
the Mend it. However, their grapes, for want of 
3 ofMultivation, are not the moſt excellent, nor 
y of Will they make tolerable wine without a mix- 
oute ure of raiſins from the ſouthern parts of the 
tneWmpire ; but theſe, fermented together, pro- 
uce, very good wine. Their other fruits are 
xkoned unwholſome, eſpecially to foreigners, 
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and in particular the pcaches and figs partake 
much of the pernicious moiſture that predo- 
minates in the lower parts of the province. G/;. 
lan is alſo remarkable for producing great quan. 


tities of box, of which camels are extremely P 
fond, though it is immediate death if they eat 
of it; for which reaſon there are few or no jo 


camels brought into the province, their cara-W ©, 
vans conſiſting of horſes, mules, and cows that 


carry burthens like other animals. | * 
fey 
Deere 
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The Author fets out on his ſecond Tourney frin ©<< 
Langarood zo Aſtrabad. A De/cription ef the 
Province of Mazanderan, with the Cities «- 
Amul and Balfruſh. He is entertained at th 
Seat of Mahommed Khan. A fort Deſcription 
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the famous Palace of Aſhreff. Pyramids : able 
human Heads at the Entrance of Aſtrabad. Cru abſol 
elties exerciſed on the Rebel, and the Manner i the m 
_ _ Malifactors in Perſia. his * 


N the firſt of May in the evening, M.. 
Hanway ſet out for 4ftrabad. Beſides MS 
Loftus, Mr. Elton's interpreter, who had ber: 


with him in the camp; he alſo took Mat Y « 
the old Armenian, who was with him when t a 
rebellion broke out. There were ſix perſons i Pnten 
company, well armed, and Mahommed Khan ha Je = 


| promiſed t to furniſh them with a convoy of fit 
| * * foldienovrtec 
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ſoldiers if neceſſary ; for ſome of the inhabi- 
tants of Mazanderan as well as Aftrabad, hav- 
ing been in the rebellion, and knowing that 
part of the money our Author was to receive, 
would be levied on their relations, there was 
reaſon to apprehend they would obſtruct their 
journey, if they had a favourable opportunity 
of doing it. 
u The firſt evening they were benighted and 
loſt in a wood, they had ſucceſſively procured 
ſeveral guides; but they all ran away, from the 
fear of being uſed ill. In this perplexity they 
advanced towards a houſe, Where they ſaw a 
light, but found the entrance barricaded with 
trees. In vain did they uſe intreaties to per- 
ſuade the maſter of it to conduct them to Ra- 
dizar ; theſe being ineffectual, they broke into 
the houſe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, 
compelled him to conduct them, Unwarrant- 
able as this conduct may appear, it was agree- 
able to the practice of Peria, and now ſeemed 
abſolutely neceſſary ; but having conducted 
them to Radizar, he was paid handſomely for 
his trouble, and ſuffered to return home. 
The next day they entered the province of 
Mr Lacanderan, the weather being extremely de- 
Mishtful. On the fourth the horſes and mules | 
hes being at paſture, were viſited by a wolf of a 
 Wery extraordinary ſize; but being driven off 
Wy a guard fet for ſuch purpoſes, the animal 
ontented himſelf with killing a cow. Ia the 
** orning they ſet out early, and coming up with 
þ q i detachment of 50 ſoldiers, the commander 


ldier ourteouſly offered his ſervice to guard them. 
Vol. XIV. U | 
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Mr. Hanway obſerved, that ſome of the lower 
arts of Mazanderan nearly reſemble Ghilan; 
ut not being ſo cloſely incircled by mountains, 

the air is more pure and free. This province 
alſo abounds with water, many ſtreams of which 
Iſſue from the ſprings in the higher ground, 
The country is as fruitful as Ghi/an, and being 
much healthier, the inhabitants are ſtronger and 
more robuſt, It furniſhes great quantities of 
cotton, and 1s the only province in the north 
of Perſia, that produces ſugar. 

Mr. Hanway preſented the commander of the 
fifty men, with cloth for a coat, and he bein 
obliged to leave them, gave them ten of his 
ſoldiers for a guard; but as they advanced deep- 
er into the province, the peaſants grew inſo- 
lent, and one of them ſeized the commander 
of the ten men by his throat. It is very dan- 
gerous coming to extremities with theſe peo- 
ple; for if they beat or diſtreſs any one, they 
are puniſhed ſo ſeverely, that they think it belt 
to commit murder, to prevent a diſcovery ; and 
if that is found out, they even then ſometimes 
hide themſelves in their mountains. The houſe 
aſſigned Mr. Hanway for his lodging, being in- 
habited by women and children, that humane 
gentleman thought it his duty to comply with 
their intreaties, and therefure removed, and 
pitched his tent: but night drawing on, he 
ditcoveicd that he was in a very bad neighbour— 
hood; for the villagers bad appeared in arms 
in the late rebellion, and theſe people, imagin- 
ing him to be extremely rich, would not be 


perſuaded, but that all the braſs buttons * 
* y 
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by thoſe in his company were of gold: their 
Chief boaſted of his great dexterity in the uſe 
of fire-arms ; as a ſpecimen of which, before 

it was dark, he killed a ſmall bird on a lofty 

tree with a ſingle ball. The villagers, how- 

ever, being now filled with apprehenſions, 
chat this convoy had orders to ſeize them, 
don their arms and retired. The inhabitants 
Jof the neighbouring mountains were no leſs 
diſaffected, and ſeveral horſemen entered the 
village in the night ; but finding Mr. Hanway 
and his company on their guard, they returned 
back. | 

The dangerous ſituation our Author had been 
in during the night, made him leave this place 
with great ſatisfaction. By ſeven in the morn- 
ing, the ſun was extremely hot; but he found 
the Perſians were not ſo afraid of the ſun as the 
Portugue/Je, who ſeldom travel without a cloak 
and umbrello, and alſo uſe ſcull caps of paper, 
or a Cabbage leave under their hats ; but the 
common people here only ſecure the crown of 
the head with a filk quilted ſcull-cap, and of- 
ten leave the reſt of the head bare, About 
nine they took ſhelter in a wood, and pitched 
their tents, reſolving to travel only in the even- 
ing or at night. On the 7th they travelled 
hve leagues, and early the next morning ſtruck 
their tents 3 but the ſoldiers, contrary to their 
engagement, had left them in the night to take 
care of themſelves. 

As, they approached towards Amul, the coun- 
ve u appeared ſtill more pleaſant : that city is 
ſituated in a plain at the foot of Mount Taurus, 
Wo: and 
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and is watered by a river, over which is a fine 
bridge of twelve arches. The Perfians have a 
tradition that if any Governor or Commander 
paſs over it on horſeback, he will ſoon be de- 
prived of his office, if not of his life ; and 
that whoever would not be purſued by ill for- 
tune, ought to walk over it: however, tho' 
the ſtream is rapid and the water foul, the 
Perſians generally ford it, and as our Author did 
not chuſe to be regarded as a perſon excluded 
from the common bounties of Heaven, he 
thought proper to walk over the bridge, lead- 
ing his horſe. He there found the ruins of an 
old fortreſs, which had been built of brick, 
and had been ſtronger and more regular than 
any building of that kind he had ſeen in Perfia, 
Here is alſo a palace built with ſtone, in which 
the tamous Shah Abas often reſided: it com- 
mands a pleaſant proſpect, and is well contrived 
for coolneſs and convenience. The garden is 
remarkable for the fize and height of its cy- 
preſs trees. 

In this city Mr. Hanway met a writer in the 
ſervice of Mahommed Khan, who received him 
with great civility, and expreſſed much con- 
cern at his being ignorant of his circumſtances, 
when he was in his company retiring before the 
Turkumans, Having given him an account of 
the ſuppreſſion of the rcbellion ; he invited him 
to hear his muſic : one inftrument reſembled a 
flute, another a guittar, and a third a kettle- 
drum, at the ſame time an old man and two 
boys ſung and danced. The laſt accompliſh- 
ment is taught to none but thoſe who hue 

themſelves 
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themſelves to divert others; dancing being con- 
ſidered as mean and ignoble. The boys mov- 
ed their heads, legs, and arms, in a very ex- 
travagant manner. The writer then ſent for a 
prieſt, remarkable for being a good ſinger, who 
raiſed his voice to an amazing degree; his qua- 
vers were mixed with harſh guttural ſounds, 
and the diſtortions of his viſage, created horror 
rather than delight ; nor was the inſtrumental 
muſic leſs diſagreeable. 

The people of Amy, as in many other parts 
of this coaſt, begin in May to retire into the 
neighbouring mountains, where they live in 
tents, and enjoy cool breezes, delightful ſhades, 
plenty of fruits, the moſt delicious water, with 
an extenſive proſpect of a fine country below 
them. They have plenty of rice and wheat, 
and alſo printed cottons, in which articles they 
trade with the neighbouring provinces, 

On the gth in the evening Mr. Hanway left 
Amul, and travelled through a delightful coun- 
try till two in the morning, when after reſting 
with his company in tents, they departed for 
Balfruſpb, the capital of the province. He there 
learnt that upon the news of the defeat of the 
rebels, the Governor appointed by Sadoc Aga 
was ſeized, and holes being cut in his fleſh, 
lighted candles were fixed in them. In this 
barbarous manner this unhappy rebel was led 
naked about the market-place, till he expired 
with loſs of blood. 

On the 11th, Mr, Hanway viſited Mahommed 
Khan, whoſe houſe was in a delightful ſituation 
a few miles from the city, It had nothing like 

U 3 grandeur 
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grandeur ; but the adjacent woods and rivulets 
gave. it an air of ſimplicity, and rendered it 
more pleaſant than the moſt magnificent palace, 
where nothing is to be ſeen but finiſhed firokes 
of art. In the area before the houſe, 150 men 
were drawn up under arms in two double lines, 
Mr. Hanway alighted at ſome yards diſtance, 


and bowing with his hand on his breaſt, advanc. 


ed towards the Khan, who was ſeated in his 
aivan, and received him with great expreſſions 
of kindneſs, and as a proof of his regard, 
releaſed a man who was tied and condemned 
to be beaten, telling our Author that he did it 
for his ſake, and to do him honour. Mr. Han- 
way made him a preſent of ſome fine cloths, 
and a caſe of choice drams, of which the Khan 
was immoderately fond. Having prevailed on 
our Author to ſtay all night, he ordered poul- 
try and ſheep to be killed, reſolving to ſhew 
him ſuch favours as would wipe off the ſtains 
his repatation had ſuffered by his ill treatment 
of him before, for which he now made an apo- 
logy. After dinner he ſent for the dancers and 
muſic, who tormented our Author the whole 
evening; his nerves being too weak to bear 
the noiſe made by eight inſtruments and fingers; 
but tho' an European ear cannot be reconciled 
to their taſte in muſic, yet ours 1s agreeable to 
them, When the dancing men had ended, they 
preſented Mr. Hanway an orange, which was 
a civil way of defiring payment for their trouble, 
At length the Khan invited him to drink bran- 
dy with him, and on his refuſal, expreſſed great 
ſurprize, that he, being an European and a 

| Chriſtian, 
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Cbriſtian, was not fond of ſpirituous liquors» 
As ſoon as he retired, the Khan and his com- 
panions could not refrain from drinking the 
ſrong waters he had preſented him: their uſual 
vway is for each p+rion to have a plate of ſweet- 
| meats before him, and then they drink their 
„liquor in tea cups till they are drunk, which 
is generally ſoon accompliſhed. 

The next morning Mr. Hanway viſited the 
monument of the Khan's favourite wife, who 
had been lately buried in a wood near his houſe. 
It had an epitaph, in which, according to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, lite was compared 
to a flower that bloſſoms iu the ſpring, and in 
the ſummer appears in the full luſtre of its beau- 
ty, but in autumn begins to wither and decline, 
and when winter comes on, every guſt of wind 
blows 1t to the ground, where 1t lies and rots. 
W Mr. Hanway, having five men for his guard, 
as left Balfruſb, and travelled three leagues thro? a 
nt {Wine country to Alleabad, where is a palace of a 
o- nean appearance, but pleaſantly fituated. The 
id Wnolt important monument of antiquity in this 
le Pountry, is the cauſeway built by Shah A4bas the 
ar {Wreat, about the beginning of the laſt century, 
Ss; Crom Xa in the fouth-weltt corner of the Ca/- 
ed Wan, to 4rabad, and ſeveral leagues farther, 
to being in all near 300 Ergli/fþ miles long: it 
ey as hardly ever been repaired, but as there are 
as E or no wheel carriages uſed in this country, 
e pavement is in many places very perfect: 
is raiſed in the middle, with ditches on each 
e, and in ſome parts is above twenty vards 


oad, From RC to Sari, this cauſeway 
1s 


22 ——ů— nee 
— 2 


224 Travels of J. Hanwar, E/; 

is for above a league together bordered oh 
each fide by a thick wood, whoſe luxuriant 
branches afford a delightful ſhelter to travel- 
lers. The proſpect is variegated with many ave- 
nues that open into meadows and fields of rice, 

The inhabitants of Sari were in a miſerable 
condition, complaining loudly of the Shah, 
and no leſs of Sadoc Aga and his Turkuman T ar- 
tars, Here are four temples of the Gebers or 
worſhippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all 
this coaſt : theſe edifices are made of the moſt 
durable materials, and are rotundas of about 
30 feet diameter, raiſed to a point of near 120 
feet in height. 

On the 14th they continued their rout 
through a fine country to Afreff : the cauſe- 
way is here much decayed, but Shah Abas, who 
was fond of this country, built a lodge every 
two leagues for his refreſhment in travelling, 
From one of theſe buildings they had a ful! 
view of the great mountain Demoan, on which 
the Perfians ſay the ark reſted, while the Arme. 
nians aſcribe this honour to mount Ararat, 
which is alſo viſible in clear weather on the wel- 
tern coaſt of the Caſpian, if what was ſhewn 
to our Author was the real Ararat. 

In the afternoon they arrived at A/ref, 
Where is a celebrated palace built by Shah 4. 
bas, which far exceeds any on the coaſt of the 
Caſpian ſea. Over the entrance are the arms 
of Perfia, a lion with the ſun rifing bghind 
him, alluding to the ſtrength and glory þf the 
Per/ian monarchy. Within this gate is a long 
avenue, on each fide of which are 30 apart 
ments, 
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ments, intended for the guards. The next 
gate in front opens into a garden, in the midſt 
of which is a channel made with ſtone, about 
three feet wide and one deep, through which 
runs a ſtream of water that has four caſcades of 
about an ell high, zo yards diſtant from each 
other, each having a ſmall baſon and fountain: 
on the ſides near the ſtream holes are cut to fix 
candles at equal diſtances, to the number of 
about a thouſand, which muſt have a fine effect. 
At the head of the ſtream is a large ſtone ba- 
ſon fix feet deep. In the adjacent building is 


a ſumptuous aivan painted with gold flowers 


well executed on a blue ground, and feveral 
portraits that ſeem to be done by a Dutchman, 


but no maſterly hand. On the fides of the 


aivan are ſeveral ſmall apartments, and be- 
hind this building are three other falls of wa- 
ter, that pour down the ſides of a ſteep moun- 
tain covered with wood. 

The garden chiefly conſiſts of walks border- 
ed with large pines, orange and other fruit- 
trees diſpoſed in beds, with ſtreams of water 
flowing between them. From thence they went 
into another garden much in the ſame taſte, in 
which ſtood the harram; but though nobody 
was in it, it was conſidered as ſacred, and they 
were not permitted to enter it. Before this 
building was a large baſon of water, and here 
were alſo caſcades, as in the other garden. 
From thence they were conducted to a ban- 
quetting houſe dedicated to a grandſon of Ai; 
and out of reſpect to this place, they were de- 
fired to leave their ſwords at the door, The 

| | ſolemnity 
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ſolemnity with which our Author was conduct. 
ed in, ftruck him with a kind of awe, which 
-was ſoon changed to contempt, from his ſeeing 
the room adorned with ſuch paintings as could 
only pleaſe a voluptuous Mabometan. Here were 

. alſo portraits of Shah Abas the firſt and ſecond, 
and ſome other perſons, all poorly done by an 
European hand. They were now ſhewn a fourth 
houle and garden, in which was a,ſtately dome, 
whoſe top was indifferently well painted, and 
the walls were covered with Dutch tiles as high 
as the gallery, On an eminence, at ſome dif- 
tance, was a ſmall building” that ſeemed in- 
tended for an obſervatory. The whole com- 
mands the view of a very fine country, and of 
the Caſpian ſea, which is about five miles diſ- 
tant: the vicinity of the mountains on the back 
of the palace, the numerous caſcades and the 
warbling of the birds, gave our Author many 
pleaſing ideas; but the unhappy ſituation of 
the people inceſſantly recurred to his thoughts, 
and damped the pleaſure he would bg 
have enjoyed. 
On the 15th they left. Afpreff, and upon the 
road met a courier-with a letter from Mirza 
Mahommed, to beſeech Mr. Hanway to haſten 
his journey, and uſe his intereſt to ſave his 
life. As they approached Aſtrabad, they met ne 
- ſeveral armed horſemen carrying home the pe- 
ſants whoſe eyes had been put out, the blood 
yet running down their faces. Near the en- 
trance of the city on each h fide was a pyramid 
built of ſtone, whitened over and made full off 
niches ; ; they were. about ſixteen or twenty feet 
diameter 
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diameter at the baſe, and riſing gradually near 
forty feet, each had a ſingle head at the top, 
and the greateſt part of the niches were filled 
with human heads, ſeveral of which had 
beards, and being ſet a little projecting, added 
to the horror of this ſhocking fight. 

On the 16th of May Mr. Hanway entered 
Aftrabad a ſecond time. He now found it a 
ſcene of miſery and deſolation: for he was in- 
formed that the execution of that day conſiſted 
in putting out the left eyes of thirty men, be- 
heading four, and burning one alive, who had 
been a captain in the rebel guard; 200 women 
vere ſent out of the city, 150 of whom were 
rdered to be fold to the ſoldiers as ſlaves, 
he next day he paſſed through ſeveral ſtreets, 
vhich ſeemed to have no inhabitants but ſol- 
liers, and a few old women. Mr. Hanway ſent 
preſent to Behbud Khan, the King's General, 
nd followed it himſelf; he found him ſeated 
1 his aivan, with his ſoldiers drawn up in a 
emi- circle before him, and was employed in 
udging and condemning the unhappy wretches, 
ne or two of whom were brought before him 
ta time. 

After the firſt compliments Mr. \Hanway took 

e Shah's decree in both his hands, and lift- 


ig it up to his head, delivered it to the Ge- 


eral, who ſtaod up to receive it, and raiſing 
up to his forehead, gave it to his ſecretary to 
ad, On Mr. Hanway's deſiring that it might 
ſpeedily executed, he promiſed that it ſhould, 
id then preſented him ſweetmeats and large 
ite mulberries, which are a delicious fruit. 

| While 
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While he was eating the priſoners were taken 
from his preſence, and the ſecretary made a 
complimental ſpeech on the uſefulneſs of mer- 
chants, obſerving that they brought wealth into 
countries, were ſerviceable to Kings, and ought 
not to be offended by any, but protected by 
all parties. 

After a ſhort repaſt, a priſoner was ſeverely 
beaten with fticks, and the ſoldiers were or- 
dered to ſpit in his face, and to put out his 
eyes. When the ſoldiers were dragging him 
to execution, he begged with bitter cries that 
he might rather ſuffer death ; the General, 
whoſe heart ſeemed made of the ſame ſtuff as his 
ſword, refuſed this cruel mercy ; and ordering 
him to be recalled for farther enquiry, ſul- 
pended the execution. | 

Sadoc Aga, the rebel General, who had a 
principal ſhare in taking Mr. Hanway's cara- 
van of cloth, and inſulting him by his jets, 
was then brought before the General. When 
Mr. Hanway ſaw him laſt he was a youth 6 
more than common vivacity, was richly drefl: 
ed, well armed, and full of mirth. But alas! 
how was the ſcene now altered! his garb way 
mean, and his eyes were deprived of the 
light; he drooped his head, and his voice ws 
changed. The General aſked about our Au 
thor's goods, and told him he muſt pay to 
them: to which he anſwered, ** All I knoy 
« of them is, that they were taken by Ma 
« hommed Haſſan, and by him diſtributed t 
« his people. Would to God that Maheomnt 
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& deep in the earth ere I had heard of his 
« name! And how can I pay for the goods ? 


„ have nothing left but this mean garb that 


« you ſee upon my back: indeed this is ſuffi- 
« cient: you have already deprived me of m 
« ſight, and of what uſe is life to me?” This he 
expreſſed with that emotion natural to a daring 
ſpirit, but the General cruelly ordered him to 
be ſtruck acroſs the mouth to filence him; 
which was done with ſuch violence, that the 
blood iſſued forth. 

Sadoc Aga being removed, Mirza Mahommed 
was brought with two large logs of wood fitted 
to the ſmall of his legs, and rivetted together; 
heavy triangular wooden collar was alſo on 
is neck, which likewiſe ſerved as a handcuff 
o his left wriſt. Mr. Hanway might now have 
ad, * How wile you are!” as he faid to him 
hen he ſaw him laſt, but he had too much hu- 
nanity to inſult the wretched, and there being 
jo mercy to be found there, he took no notice 
t his former behaviour; but departed abrupt- 
y, having his heart too full of the dreadful ob- 
ects he had ſeen. 

He then viſited Mahommed Huſſein Khan, the 
ther of him who was the Governor of AMra- 
ad before the rebellion, and had been charged 
ith the murder of Shah Tæhmas, the laſt law- 
| Sovereign of Perſfa. He received our Au- 
or with great politeneſs, aſſuring him in the 
rongeſt terms, that he would not leave the 
ce till his buſineſs was done, agreeably to 
* Shah's order; and among other things ſaid, 


am charged with a particular commiſſion to 
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« ſee the rebels puniſhed :. I muſt do that for 

cc which I know I ſhall be damned; the Shah 

„ will have it ſo. Well! to-morrow is a day ; 
« of blood, and I will make them pay you, 
« tho? I pull the money out of their throats.” 
Mr. Hanway had too much humanity to thank 
him for his bloody intention ; for though theſe 
unhappy rebels had acted as if they meant to 
devote themſelves to ruin, yet an oppoſition to 
ſuch execrable tyranny wanted only more force 
and wiſdom to give it the ſtamp of glory : nor 
could our Author behold without horror, a man, 
whom a blind obedience to his Prince could 
induce to ſhake hands with everlaſting perdi- 
tion. 

The next day in the evening eight Tarkuman 
Tartars being raken in the road, were brought 
to that city, upon which the General expreſſed 
great ſatis faction, obſerving that many niches 
in his pyramid were yet unfilled ; one of them 
being called Sazs, and the other having the 
name Mahommed Hu/jein Khan. The execution 
of a malefaQor in Per/ia is performed with lit- 
tle ceremony, he 1s taken to a held or open 
place near the reſidence of the military Judge, 
and the executioner cauſing him to kneel, he 
pronounces his creed, There is but one God, 
«© Mahemmed is his prophet, and Ali his friend:” 
his head is then taken off with the motion of a 
fabre, with a thruſting cut, which in drawing 
back completes the operation. 


CHAP 
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MONO OKN ONION 
CHAP. XI. 


The Difficulties Mr. Hanway meets with in re- 
covering his Money and Effects. A Dejeription 
of the Perſian Paper and Ink : of the everlaſt- 
ing Fire of the Gebers near the City , Baku, 
and of the Springs of Naptha, al/o near the 
Caſpian Sea, 


R. Hanway now viſited his good friend 
Naæcer Aga, who had received a reward 

from the Shah for the ſervices he had done dur- 
„ing the rebellion. The old man expreſſed a 
high ſatisfaction at ſeeing him after the great 
4 dangers to which they had both been expoſcd. 
WA tew days after Naxeer Aga informed Mr. Han- 
m way by letter, of the arrival of Captain Weod- 
e voce in Aſtrabad bay; and as the 7 urkumans and 
Ogurtjoys were in arms againſt the Perffans, and 
poſſeſſed a great number of boats, he thought 
it unſafe for the ſhip to be in the road. In an- 
ſwer to this letter our Author thanked him for 
his advice, and told him that he did not fear 
thoſe barbarians; for if they ſhould come in 
numbers like a {warm of bees, they would 
meet their deſtruction from the great guns. 
This was proper language for him to talk where 
the Turkumans had their ſpices, and were it not 
for the terror of Captain Woodroofe's four three 
pounders, the ſum he was preparing to ſend 
X 2 on 
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on board might have induced them to attack 
the ſhip at anchor, and as ſome of theſe boars 
had twelve or fifteen hands well armed, they 
might have found it diſſicult to defend the ſhip : 
however, they had provided cloſe quarters and 
powder cheſts; ſo that they could not have 
taken 1t without a manner of fighting to which 
they were entire ſtrangers. 

On the 21ſt, Myrza Mahommed delivered to 
Mr. Hanway the greateſt part of his baggage, 
of which he had been ſo careful, as to con- 
ceal it in a well, by which it received ſome 
damage; and alſo paid him as much of the 
money that was in his hands, as he ſaid was in 
his power; though it was evident that if the 
rebellion had ſucceeded, he would have de- 
prived him of the whole; but he hoped that 
Mr.  Hanway would intercede in his favour. 
The next morning that gentleman went to the 
two Khans who were together, and had juſt 
condemned, and ordered for execution, 21 
perſons,” and informed them that Myrza had 
delivered his baggage, and that he hoped he 
would receive the King's mercy. Mahommed 
Hujjein Khan, aiked if he deſired he ſhould be 
ſaved ? to this he anſwered in the affirmative, 
and that he ſhould confider mercy ſhewn to 
Myrza, as a particular mark of favour. To 
which the other replied, ** For your ſake then 
he ſhall be ſaved : his Majeſty has ſhewn you 
great honour, and it is my buſineſs to do 
« the ſame.” Mr. Hanway having returned 
his thanks, and Myrxa being ſent for was in- 

formed 
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formed that for Mr. Hanway's ſake he was 
pardoned, and immediately his collar and log 
were cut off. 

Our Author had before. received, in ſingle 
pieces and cuts of cloth, to the amount of 1600 
crowns. A much greater value had been found 
in the city ; but the General converted it to 
his own uſe. Some time after he received 
3000 crowns more, and was deſired to take a 
part of the payment in female ſlaves, which he 
abſolutely refuſed. At the ſame time the Ge- 
neral, being informed that our Author was 
only thirty-two years of age, expreſſed great 
aſtoniſhment at his hoary locks, till he was 
told that what he took for his hair was only a 
Wig. 
On the 5th of June, Mr. Hanway preſſing 
Mahommed Huſjein Khan and the General for 
the payment of the reſt of his money, the for- 


mer wanted him to take his obligation for it, 


payable in ten or fifteen days, and the Gene- 
ral dans obliged to march, cried, I cannot 
„go from hence without the receipt; the 
+ King will demand it of me, and if you do 
not give it me, I will kill men till 1 get 
„ the money: But Mr. Hanway anſwered, 
„I hope no man will die on my account; 
„ but I cannot anſwer it to the merchants my 
«« principals, to give a receipt for the money 
« mm exchange for any obligation whatſoever.” 
Some days after Mr. Hanway went to Kowr- 
diemalla, guarded by five horſe and ten foot 
ſoldiers, carrying with him ſeven bales of cloth, 
X 3 and 
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and nine bags of money, with other things te 


mortification to be forſaken by his guard, and 
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the value of 11000 crowns, taking care to lei 
no-body know when he intended to leave the 
town, till he actually ſet out. But he had the 


left in a thick wood, three Exgliſbh miles from 
the place of embarkation ; he, however, got 
ſafely on board with the money and goods, and I 
the next day returned to Afrabad. On the 

29th he went again on board with 5000 crowns 


more, leaving Matiteuſe his old Armenian clerk 2 
and two ſervants to ſollicit for the remainder n 
due on the Shah's decree. er 


While Mr. Hanway was at Aftrabad, he re- ſo 
ceived a letter from the Shah's nephew, who 


was Governor of Me/ched, in anſwer to one he ve 
had wrote to him in relation to the payment roc 
for the piſtols inlaid with gold, and other cu- he 


rioſities, which Mr. Elion had provided for ve: 
him by expreſs commiſſion : but this great man M. 


had ſo little ſenſe of honour, that he returned eſt 
them on Mr. Elton's hands, though they were ed 
utterly unvendable, alledging that they were in 
too good for him. cou 

The Per/ian paper, on which they write their WW mal, 
letters, is made of cotton and filk rags, and men 
afterwards a gloſs is ſet upon it by rubbing it ¶ inco 
with a ſmooth ſtone or ſhell; but it is ſo ſoft pany 
and liable to be torn, that they roll it up. I le & 
Their letters are wrote on ſmall ſlips of paper enen 
in few words, and with great exactneſs, for Bo 
their characters are rather drawn than written, Neives 
no interlineations or blots being ever ſuffered : MWvhic] 


they ty 0 
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chey are then made up in rolls about fix inches 
long, and a piece of paper being faſtened 
round them with gum, it 1s ſealed with an im- 
preſſion of ink, which reſembles our printers 
ink, but is not ſo thick; it is compoſed of a 
mixture of burnt rice, galls and gum, and an- 
ſwers the double purpoſe of ink and wax, as 
it ſerves not only for writing, but for ſubſcrib- 
ing with their ſeal. Their pens are made of 
reeds brought from the ſouthern parts of Peſſia; 
and in their rings they wear agates, which ge- 
nerally ſerve for a ſeal, there being frequently 
engraved on them tlie wearer's name, with 
ſome verſe of the Khoran. | 
Mr. Hanway having lived ſome time in a 
very friendly manner with Mr. Elon at Langa- 
rood, went to Lahijan for the recovery of his 
health, he having been for a conſiderable time 
very ill; and from thence he removed to Re/>d. 
Mr. Elton, who had uſed him with the extream- 
eſt kindneſs, was about this time much offend- 
ed at the conduct of Mr. Hanway's employers 
in Europe, for their ſubmiſſion to the NH 
court, and being apprehenſive of our Author's 
eir I making a juſt repreſentation of his engage- 
nd ments with the Shah, which were abſolutel 
it Ml inconſiſtent with the views of the Ryfia.com- 
pany, and of carrying on the trade into Per/ia, 


he ſuddenly became our Author's moſt bitter 
enemy, | 


gives fome account of the religion of the Gebers, 
waich is ftill preſerved by ſome of the poſte- 
ity of the ancient Indians and Perſians. This 

| religion 


Before Mr. Hanway takes leave of Perſia he 
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religion was founded by Zarcaſter, who lived 
about the year of the world 2860. This great 
philoſopher being ftruci: with the demonſtra- 
tions he obſerved of the perfection of that ſelf. 
exiſtent Being who is the Author of all good, 
and being at a loſs how to account for the in- 
troduction of evil into the world, thought 
there were two principles or beings, one the 
cauſe of all good, whom he imagined reſembled 
the light, the other the . of all evil, 
whom he repreſented by darkneſs. Thus con- 
fidering light as the moſt perfect ſymbol of 
true wiſdom, and darkneſs as the repreſenta- { 
tive of whatever is hurtful and deſtructive, he { 
inculcated an abhorrence of all images, and 
taught his followers to worſhip God only uuder 
the form of fire; conſidering the brightael;, 
activity, purity and incorruptibility of that ele- 
ment, as bearing the moſt perfect reſemblance 
to the nature of the good Deity. Thus tic 
Per/ians ſhewed a particular veneration for the 
ſun, as the brighteſt image of God; and oi 
fered up their facrifices in the open air, and 
generally on the top of a hill ; for they eſtecm- 
. ed it injurious to the Majeſty of the God of 
Heaven, to ſhut him up in walls who fills im- 
menſity with his preſence. 

About 600 years after the firſt Zaroafter, an- 
other philoſopher of the ſame name aroſe, who 
taught, that under the Supreme Being there ate 
two angels, the one of light, who 1s the author 
of all good, and the other of darkneſs, who it 
author of all evil; that they by a mixture of 


light and darkneſs made all things, and are 
in 
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in a perpetual ſtruggle with each other. 'That 
where the angel of light prevails, there good 
reigns; and where the angel of darkneſs, there 
evil predominates. That this ſtruggle ſhall laſt 
till the end of the world, when the angel of 
darkneſs, with his followers, ſhall for ever be 
feparated from the light; but thoſe who che- 
Tiſh their ſpiritual nature, and obey the angel 
of light, ſhall go with him into a world where 
they ſhall be rewarded amidſt everlaſting bright- 
neſs, and triumphant glory. In ſhort, this laſt 
Zaroaſter cauſed temples to be built, in which 
the ſacred fire was ordered to be conſtantly pre- 
ferved. 

Theſe opinions, with a few alterations, are 
ſtill preferved by the Gebers, or Gaurs, the poſte- 
rity, as we have ſaid, of the ancient Indians and 
Perſians, whe, are very zealous in preſerving 
the religion of their anceſtors, particularly 
with reſpect to their veneration for fire, 

What is commonly called the everlaſting 
fire, is a phznomenon of a very extraordinary 
nature. This object of their devotion is about 
ten miles from Bau, a city ſituated by an ex- 
cellent haven in the Ca/pian ſea, on a dry, 
rocky ſoil, where there are ſeveral ancient tem- 
ples of ſtone, ſuppoſed to have been all dedi- 
cated to fire; but moſt of them were only arch-- 
ed vaults, about ten or fifteen feet high. A- 
mong others is a little temple in which the Ja- 
diaus now perform their devotions. Near the 
altar is aAarge hollow cane, from the end of 


Mvbich iſſues a blue flame like that of a lamp 


burning with ſpirits, but to appearance more 
pure. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* cleft of a rock in which is an horizontal gap 


ing up two or three inches of the ſurface, and 
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pure. This flame the Indians pretend has con- 
tinued ever ſince the flood, and they fancy it 
will laſt till the end of the world. Here are 
generally forty or fifty poor devotees, who come F 
on a pilgrimage from their own country, and 
feed upon a kind of Jeruſalem artichokes, wild 
cellery, and ſeveral other herbs and roots. t 
They pretend to make expiation both for their | 
own ſins and for thoſe of others, and continue * 
longer in proportion to the number of perſons 7 
for whom they promiſe to pray. They mark 1 
their forehead with ſaffron, and have a great u 
veneration for a red cow. They wear but little 00 
cloathing, and thoſe moſt diſtinguiſhed for their - 
piety put one of their arms upon their heads, fl 
or ſome other part of the body, and keep it as 
unalterably fixed in that poſition. 

At a ſmall diſtance from the temple, is a low 


two feet from the ground, near ſix long, and 
about three broad, from which iſſues a blue 
flame like that already deſcribed : in ſtill wea- 
ther it burns low, but when the wind blows, 
it ſometimes riſes eight feet high, and yet it is 
not perceived that the flame makes any im- 
preſſion on the rock. The 1ndians here alio 
pay their adorations, and ſay that if theſe fires 
are {topped in one place, they wall riſe in ano- 
ther. But what appears ſtill more extraordi- 
nary is, that the earth for above two miles 
round this place has this property, that on tak- 


applying a live coal, the part uncovered 1m- 


mediately takes fire, almoſt before the coal 
touches 
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touches it: the flame heats the ſoil, but does not 
confume it, nor does it affect the earth that is 
near it; but this earth carried to another place 
does not produce this effect. If a cane, or 
even a paper tube, be ſet about two inches in 
the ground and cloſed up with earth below, on 
touching the top of it with a live coal, and 
blowing upon it, a flame immediately iſſues, 
without burning either the cane or the paper, 
provided the edges be covered with clay ; and 
| ins method they uſe for light in their houſes, 
which have no other floor but the earth: three 
or four of theſe lighted canes will boil water in 
2 pot, and thus they dreſs their victuals. The 
flame may be extinguiſhed in the ſame manner 
as that of ſpirits of wine. Ihe ground is here 
dry and ſtony, and the more ſtony it is, the 
w WW Rronger and clearer is the flame: it has a ſul- 
1p WW phureous ſmell like naptha; but it is not very 
1d Wl oftenfive. It burns lime to great perfection. 
ue Near this place brimſtone is dug, and ſprings 
-2- of naptha are found. The chief place for the 
vs, black or dark grey naptha, is the ſmall iſland 
t is N Vetey, which is now uninhabited, except when 
im- they are tak ing naptha. The ſprings boil up 
allo I higheſt when the weather is thick and hazy; 
ures I and the naptha often takes fire on the ſurface, 
no- and runs in great quantities in a flame into the 
rdi- WW fea, to an almoſt incredible diſtance from the 
viles I hore. In clear weather the ſprings do not 
2 boil up above two or three feet. This oily 
ſubſtance in boiling over becomes of ſuch a 
conſiſtence, as by degrees almoſt to cloſe the 
mouth of the ſpring : ſometimes it 1s quite 
cloied 
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cloſed, and forms hillocks as black as pitch; 
but when a ſpring 1s reſiſted in one place, it 
breaks out in another; ſome that have not been 
long open, form a mouth of eight or ten feet 
diameter. It is unpleaſant to the ſmell, and is 
moſtly uſed by the poor among the Penſiaus and 
the neighbouring people, as we uſe oil in 
lamps, or to boil their proviſions ; but it gives 
the food a diſagreeable taſte. It burns beſt 
when mixed with a ſmall quantity of aſhes ; 
and ag there is great plenty of it, every family 
is well ſupplied. They keep it in eartten veſſels 
under ground, at a ſmall diſtance from their 
houſes, on account of its being very liable to 
take fire, 

In the 22 of Apcheron there is a white 
naptha of a much thinner conſiſtence, which 
the Ru/ans drink as a cordial and medicine; 
it is alſo uſed externally, and is ſaid to be car- 
ried into India, where being prepared, it makes 
the moſt beautiful and laſting varniſh yet 
found. 
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